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1. Information 

Nunnery Wood High School strives to create a safe and happy environment, believing that all bullying is unacceptable, 

whether at home, at school, at work, in the local community or when social networking. We believe that school should 

provide a safe, caring and happy place for students to learn. If this is achieved, the school will be able to develop 

teaching and learning, whilst fostering an attitude of responsible behavior            at   all   times  to   promote          safety,  both on the 

premises and out of school hours.  

 

It is essential that all our staff understand the importance of challenging inappropriate behaviours between peers, 
many of which are listed below, that are actually abusive in nature. Downplaying certain behaviours, for example 
dismissing sexual harassment as “just banter”, “just having a laugh”, “part of growing up” or “boys being boys” can 
lead to a culture of unacceptable behaviours, an unsafe environment for children and in worst case scenarios a culture 
that normalises abuse leading to children accepting it as normal and not coming forward to report it. (KCSIE 21) 
 
Nunnery Wood staff are advised to maintain an attitude of ‘it could happen here’ where safeguarding is concerned. 
When concerned about the welfare of a child, staff should always act in the best interests of the child. 

 

 

2. What is Peer-on-peer abuse? 
Peer-on-peer abuse is any form of physical, sexual, emotional, financial abuse, and coercive control, 

exercised between children and within children's relationships (both intimate and non-intimate).  Nunnery 

Wood High School is clear that abuse is abuse and will never be tolerated or passed off as ‘banter’, ‘just 

having a laugh’ or ‘part of growing up’.  

 

Peer-on-peer abuse can take various forms, including: bullying (including cyber-bullying), relationship abuse 

and domestic violence, child sexual exploitation, youth and serious youth violence, harmful sexual behavior 

(including sexting and upskirting), and/or gender-based violence. 

 

3. Objectives 

The aim of this document is to ensure that all staff at Nunnery Wood are fully aware about peer-on-peer 

abuse, are clear about their roles in its prevention and how to respond appropriately to an allegation of 

peer-on-peer abuse is made.   

 

4. Links to other policy and legislation 
This guidance document is informed by: 

 The statutory guidance on peer-on-peer abuse as set out in Keeping Children Safe in Education 

(September 2020) 

 Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment Between Children in Schools and Colleges (DfE's Advice) 

(December, 2017) 

This guidance should be read in conjunction with procedure defined in the: 

 Child Protection Policy 

 Anti-bullying Policy 

 Behaviour Policy 

 Online Safety 

 Mental Health and Wellbeing Guidance 

 SMSC Guidance 

 RSE Policy 
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5. Responsibility 

Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE), 2021 states that 

‘Governing bodies and proprietors should ensure their child protection policy includes procedures to minimise the 

risk of peer on peer abuse and sets out how allegations of peer on peer abuse will be investigated and dealt with’. 

It also emphasises that the voice of the child must be heard 

‘Governing bodies, proprietors and school or college leaders should ensure the child’s wishes and feelings are taken 

into account when determining what action to take and what services to provide. Systems should be in place for 

children to express their views and give feedback. Ultimately, all system and processes should operate with the best 

interests of the child at their heart.’ 

Peer on Peer abuse is referenced in the Child Protection Policy. The sensitive nature and specific issues involved 
with peer on peer necessitate separate policy guidance. 

At Nunnery Wood we continue to ensure that any form of abuse or harmful behaviour is dealt with immediately 
and consistently to reduce the extent of harm to the young person, with full consideration to the impact on that 
individual child’s emotional and mental health and well-being. 

 

6. How can a child who is being abused by their peers be identified?  

Signs that a child may be suffering from peer-on-peer abuse can also overlap with those indicating other 

types of abuse and can include:  

 failing to attend school, disengaging from classes or struggling to carry out school related tasks to 

the standard ordinarily expected;  

 physical injuries; 

 experiencing difficulties with mental health and/or emotional wellbeing;  

 becoming withdrawn and/or shy; experiencing headaches, stomach aches, anxiety and/or panic 

attacks; suffering from nightmares or lack of sleep or sleeping too much;  

 broader changes in behaviour including alcohol or substance misuse;  

 changes in appearance and/or starting to act in a way that is not appropriate for the child's age;  

 abusive behaviour towards others.  

7 Types of abuse 

There are many forms of abuse that may occur 
between peers and this list is not exhaustive. Each 
form of abuse or prejudiced behaviour is described in 
detail followed by advice and support on actions to be 
taken. 

7.1 Physical abuse 

This may include hitting, kicking, nipping/pinching, 
shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing physical harm to another person. There may be many reasons 
why a child harms another and it is important to understand why a young person has engaged in such behaviour, 
including accidently before considering the action or punishment to be undertaken. 

7.2 Bullying  

Bulling is unwanted, aggressive behaviour among school aged children that involves a real or perceived power 
imbalance. The behaviour is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time. Both young people who are 

For further information, please refer to 

NWHS Child Protection Policy, NWHS 

Behaviour Policy, NWHS Online Safety 

Policy and NWHS Anti-bullying guidance 
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bullied and who bully others may have serious, lasting problems. 

In order to be considered bullying, the behaviour must be aggressive and include: 

An imbalance of Power: Young people who bully use their power—such as physical strength, access to 
embarrassing information, or popularity—to control or harm others. Power imbalances can change over time 
and in different situations, even if they involve the same people. Repetition: Bullying behaviours happen more 
than once or have the potential to happen more than once. 

Bullying includes actions such as making threats, spreading rumours, attacking someone physically or 
verbally or for a particular reason e.g. size, hair colour, gender, sexual orientation, and excluding 
someone from a group on purpose. 

7.3 Online Bulling 

Online Bullying is the use of technology (social networking, messaging, text messages, e- mail, chat rooms etc.) to 
harass threaten or intimidate someone for the same reasons as stated above. 
Online bullying can take many forms 

 Abusive or threatening texts, emails or messages 

 Posting abusive comments on social media sites 

 Sharing humiliating videos or photos of someone else 

 Stealing someone’s online identity 

 Spreading rumours online 

 Trolling – sending someone menacing or upsetting messages through social 
networks, chatrooms or games 

 Developing hate sites about another person 

 Prank calls or messages 

 Group bullying or exclusion online 

 Anonymous messaging 

 Encouraging a young person to self-harm 

 Pressuring children to send sexual messages or engaging in sexual 
conversations 

7.4 Sharing nude or indecent imagery 

The term ‘sexting’ relates to the sending of indecent images, videos and/or written messages with sexually 
explicit content; these are created and sent electronically. They are often ‘shared’ via social networking sites 
and instant messaging services. 

Upskirting: typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing without them knowing, with the intention of 
viewing their genitals or buttocks to obtain sexual gratification, or cause the victim humiliation, distress or alarm. It 
is a criminal offence. Anyone of any gender, can be a victim. 

This must always be referred immediately to the Designated Safeguarding Lead 

DSL will follow the UKCIS: Sexting in schools and colleges 2016 guidance.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/551575/6.243 
9_KG_NCA_Sexting_in_Schools_WEB 1_.PDF 

 

7.5 Initiation/Hazing  

Hazing is a form of initiation ceremony which is used to induct newcomers into an organisation such as a private 
school, sports team etc. There are a number of different forms, from relatively mild rituals to severe and 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/551575/6.2439_KG_NCA_Sexting_in_Schools_WEB__1_.PDF
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/551575/6.2439_KG_NCA_Sexting_in_Schools_WEB__1_.PDF
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sometimes violent ceremonies. The ceremony welcomes newcomers by subjecting them to a series of trials 
which promote a bond between them. After the hazing is over, the newcomers also have something in common 
with older members of the organisation, because they all experienced it as part of a rite of passage. Many rituals 
involve humiliation, embarrassment, abuse, and harassment. 

 

7.6 Prejudiced Behaviour 

The term prejudice-related bullying refers to a range of hurtful behaviour, physical or emotional or both, which 
causes someone to feel powerless, worthless, excluded or marginalised, and which is connected with prejudices 
around belonging, identity and equality in wider society – for example disabilities and special educational needs, 
ethnic, cultural and religious backgrounds, gender, home life, (for example in relation to issues of care, parental 
occupation, poverty and social class) and sexual identity. 

 

7.7 Teenage relationship abuse 

Teenage relationship abuse is a pattern of actual or threatened acts of physical, sexual, and/or emotional abuse, 
perpetrated by an adolescent (between the ages of 13 and 18) against a current or former partner. Abuse may 
include insults, coercion, social sabotage, sexual harassment, threats and/or acts of physical or sexual abuse. The 
abusive teen uses this pattern of violent and coercive behaviour, in a heterosexual or same gender relationship, in 
order to gain power and maintain control over the partner. This abuse may be child sexual exploitation. 

 

7.8 Harmful Sexual Behaviour (HSB) 

This document makes it clear that Nunnery Wood High School will not tolerate any form of peer-on-peer 

abuse.  Below is additional guidance and advice about how Nunnery Wood High School will support and 

respond to an incident of HSB.  This additional guidance is made clear because of the sensitive nature of 

Harmful Sexual Behaviour (HSB), the long term impacts on an alleged victim, the considerations, assessment 

and planning that will need to be made in response to a report of HSB.   

7.8.1 What is Harmful Sexual Behaviour 

Children’s sexual behaviour exists on a wide continuum, from normal and developmentally expected to 

inappropriate, problematic, abusive and violent.  Any behaviour which is developmentally inappropriate may 

cause developmental damage to the victim. 

HSB is a wide spectrum and can include developmentally inappropriate sexualised behaviour on and offline 

such as: 

 Sexual comments, such as: telling sexual stories, making lewd comments, making sexual remarks 

about clothes and appearance and calling someone sexualised names.   

 Sexual ‘jokes’ or taunting. 

 Physical behaviour, such as brushing against someone, interfering with someone’s clothes 

 Non-consensual sharing of sexual images or videos. 

 Sexualised online bullying. 

 Unwanted sexual comments and messages, including, on social media 

 Sexual exploitation; coercion and threats. 

HSB also includes clear acts of child-on-child sexual violence, this includes: 

 Rape 

 Assault by penetration 
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 Sexual assault: non-consensual sexual touching of another person.   

Whilst any report of HSB is taken very seriously.  Nunnery Wood High School acknowledges that national 

evidence suggests that HSB is more likely to be perpetrated by boys. 

7.8.2 How does Nunnery Wood High School prevent HSB? 

Nunnery Wood High School is committed to creating a culture of respect where HSB is not tolerated in any 

form.  This will be achieved by: 

 Providing contextualised staff training to enable prevention, identification and equip staff with skills 

to respond 

 Planning bespoke educational experiences to be delivered via the SMSC days, assemblies and PSHE 

opportunities 

 Setting clear expectations for all students in the school code  

 Providing clear mechanisms to report and ask for support  
 

7.8.3 How can a student ask for help? 

1. A students can speak with any member of staff 

2. The pastoral team is visible in every room of the school 

3. Students can speak with a student support manager 

4. Students can use the ‘Here to Help’ icon on the student portal 

 

7.8.4 How will allegations be dealt with? 

Allegations of HSB are likely to be complex and require reassurance and support throughout for the victim.  

Nunnery Wood High School will respond initially to ensure that all victims are reassured.  Following the initial 

response and considerations about the allegation the DSL will then plan the next steps.  This will include 

appropriate referrals to other agencies, risk assessing and planning subsequent support for both victim and 

alleged perpetrator.  Please see appendices for a flow chart which details our response and risk assessment 

tools that will be used to ensure that any investigation, referral and support is appropriate.   

If HSB has taken place online then any report will be approached using the same method.  However, if the 

report involves inappropriate online material or youth produced sexual imagery then staff will follow 

additional guidance describe in the Child Protection Policy.   

 

7.8.5 How will victims and perpetrators be supported?  

A bespoke plan of support will be made for both the victim, the alleged perpetrator and if appropriate other 

children at the school.  Any support planning will be planned using the following considerations:    
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8. The School actively seeks to raise awareness of and prevent all forms of 

peer-on-peer abuse by:  

 Creating a respectful culture where peer-on-peer abuse is not tolerated. 

 Training all staff to understand, recognise and report any form of peer-on-peer abuse. 

 Using a range of educational approaches to teach our students about peer-on-peer abuse, how to 

recognise danger, how to protect themselves and how to seek help.  This is done on a regular basis 

using our Social, Moral, Spiritual and Culture days.  Please see (SMSC guidance for more 

information). 

 Having robust safeguarding procedures for reporting, investigating and dealing with any allegations 

of peer-on-peer abuse. 

 Having robust supervision structures to ensure that any response to peer-on-peer abuse is correct 

and considered. 

 Having a dedicated support team for our students who are on hand for advice and support at all 

times, including online requests for help.    

 

9. How will the school respond to an allegation of peer-on-peer abuse?  

Any incident of peer-on-peer abuse may be complex and require sensitivity for the potential victim.  With 

this in mind it is not possible to define a procedural response owing to the range of incidents in a variety of 

circumstances and contexts that may occur.  As such any disclosure made will be considered by the DSL 

and the DSL will coordinate the response.   

The DSL will use the following principles when responding to an allegation of peer-on-peer abuse: 
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(a) Is the child at immediate risk of harm?  Is there a need to involve the police and social care before 

any further action is taken?  

(b) The DSL will inform the parents at the first possible opportunity.  

(c) What further information is required to understand what may have happened? This may include: 

speaking with the alleged victim (who is best placed to do this)? Speaking with the alleged 

perpetrator, use of CCTV, speaking with witnesses.  The nature of the incident will determine how 

this happens.  

(d) Is a risk assessment required (appendix 1) or a CSE checklist?  This will be informed using tools such 

as Brooke’s Traffic Light and the Hackett scale.   

(e) What actions need to happen to safeguard the child in the short term?  This may include referrals 

to other services, the police, meetings with parents, support networks in school and strategic 

alterations to safeguard any individual.   

(f) What sanctions / actions are required for the perpetrator?  

(g) What actions are needed to safeguard the child in the longer term?  Do they need ongoing 

support?  Are there any limitations for contact with other students that need to be considered?  
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Appendix 1: Responding to a report of HSB 
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Appendix 2: 

 



 

 

Area of risk Considerations  Victim Perpetrator  

Details of the incident 
 
 
 
 

 How serious is the incident? Was it a crime? 

 Do we need to make arrangements to limit 
contact between the children involved? (If the 
allegation relates to rape, assault by 
penetration, or sexual assault, the answer is 
automatically yes) 

 How did the school find out about it? Was it 
reported directly or by someone else with 
knowledge of the incident? 

  

Evidence    

Social Risks  Do the children share a peer group? Are people 
in their friend group likely to take sides? 

 Do they both attend your school? 

 Do other people know about the incident? Do 
those people understand: 

o Who they can talk to if they have 
concerns about the people 
involved, or about their own safety 
and wellbeing 

o The importance of confidentiality 

o If, and how, they may need to be 
involved in any further 
investigations 

 Are they likely to be the subject of gossip, 
bullying or further harassment? 

 Have there been previous incidents of sexually 
inappropriate behaviour within their peer 
group(s)? 

 Do they risk being alienated from their friend 
group(s) as a result of this incident? 

  

Physical Risks  Do they feel, or continue to feel, physically 
threatened by the other child? 

  

Sexual Abuse and Harassment Risk Assessment 

Sexualized Behavior, Abuse and Harassment  
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 Do you have reason to believe they pose a 
continued risk to the safety and wellbeing of the 
victim, or other pupils and staff? 

 Are they at risk of physical harm as a result of 
this incident (for example, bullying or 
‘retribution’ by peers) 

 Do they share classes/break times/etc.? 

 Are they likely to come into contact with each 
other (or anyone else involved in/with 
knowledge of the incident) outside of school? 
How can such contact be limited? 

Environmental Risks  Do they live in a home where violence or abuse 
has occurred? 

 Do they live in or near an area or location 
known to police to be high risk for sexual 
harassment or assault? 

 Are they active on social media? If so, how? Do 
they know how to protect themselves from 
online grooming? 

 What activities do they take part in outside of 
school? 

 Are parents clear about: 

o How the school (and partner 
agencies) are handling the 
incident? 

o Confidentiality? 

The conduct expected of them while an 
investigation is ongoing? 
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Action Details 

Parents informed? Y/N 
Date: 
 

Referrals made?  Please include a copy of the referral if possible.  If not referral has been made please record 
the reason why this decision has been made 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get Safe Assessment tool completed?  Y/N 
Date: 
 

Recorded on CPOMs? (include a copy of the RA and CSE checklist)  
 

Pastoral support? Record a list of provision provided to support the student 
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Disclosure 

 

Disclosure: 

  

Need for Referral  

 

Decision 

  

Risk Assessment 

 

Risks 

   

Sexual Abuse and Harassment Risk Assessment 

Youth Produced Sexual Imagery  
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Action Details 

Parents informed? Y/N 
Date: 
 

Referral made?  Please include a copy of the referral if possible.  If not referral has been made please record 
the reason why this decision has been made 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CSE risk assessment completed? Y/N 
Date: 
 

Recorded on CPOMs? (include a copy of the RA and CSE checklist)  
 

Pastoral support? Record a list of provision provided to support the student 
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