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Modern Foreign Languages has a new home 
in purpose built, state of the art rooms. The 
development has been part of our ongoing 
programme to ensure that all students are taught 
in the very best facilities. This term, students 
have been experiencing their language lessons 
in these brand new rooms. There are five new 
teaching rooms along with a breakout room 
which students make use of during lesson times 
for small group practice or games with our MFL 
TA. Each room has cutting edge IT equipment 
which provides the very latest in technology 
to enhance learning. The rooms are located 
right in the heart of the original school build-
ing and enable students to have the very best 
experiences. Modern Foreign Languages are an 
integral part of the school curriculum and the 
department provides a whole range of language 
related extracurricular activities, ranging from 
weekly foreign language film clubs to overseas 
visits to France and Spain. Students are able to 
study French, Spanish and German, with many 
students opting for at least one foreign language 
at GCSE. Mr Powell said,” We believe that 
learning a language opens up other cultures, 
puts our students on a par with the best qualified 
in the country and prepares them to be success-
ful on an international stage. With great summer 
examination results and some exciting overseas 
trips planned, MFL will go from strength to 
strength. Mrs Kendrick, Curriculum Leader 
added, “I’m very proud of our track record 
in MFL and believe that our new department 
area reflects the strength and importance of our 
subject at Nunnery Wood.”

MORE MODERN... 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES!
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A Message from Miss Speechley...

Update from Mr Powell 

Activity Week
STUDENTS in Years 7, 8,and 9 will have the 
chance to enjoy two days of free choice trips 
and activities on the 17th  and 18th July 2023. 
Whilst it may seem early to be thinking about 
July, bookings and reservations have to be made 
early and we want to allow as much time as 
possible to budget for any paid trips. We have 
gone totally paperless in the organisation of 
this. Students and parents / carers must read the 
activity booklet that has been sent via Parent 
Pay. The booklet details what is available, how 
much it costs, the number of places available as 

well as information on clothing or equipment 
needed as well as start and finish times and 
other important information.  We have a range 
of free and low-cost activities in addition to 
some that have a financial cost. There is some-
thing for everyone to enjoy, including Drayton 
Manor, Air Hop, pottery, archery, mountain 
biking, Cadbury World and visits to premiership 
football stadiums, in amongst a whole range of 
other options.
 
The following deadlines must be adhered to: 

Read options booklet on Parent Pay now .

Choose options on Parent Portal by 26th Febru-
ary 2023. MAKE NO PAYMENT YET.
 
Check allocation on Parent Pay by 6th March 
2023. This includes activities with no financial 
cost. 

Final payments must be made on Parent Pay by 
April 30th, in addition to completing medical 
and consent details on Parent Pay.

Activity Week is an important part of the school 
year. It allows students to participate in a range 
of activities that they may not otherwise have 
the opportunity to do. They also develop a range 
of life skills such as time keeping, teamwork 
and self-responsibility. The confidence and self-
esteem of students can be boosted and stress 
and anxiety can be reduced. It is also a time to 
extend friendship groups, try something new 
and have fun. We are extrememly proud to offer 
such a vast range of activities. There really is 
something for everyone to enjoy.

Issue 45 has landed and we hope that you enjoy 
reading all of the news. Throughout the term the 
newspaper team has steadily grown, meaning 
even more stories and news to bring to you. 

This term has seen so many achievements and 
events and we are thrilled to be able to show 
you some of the amazing work that our students 
produce. Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram @NunneryWoodHS, 
where you will see regular celebrations and 
successes.
 

If you would like to join the ever expanding and 
super friendly Nunnery News team, just come 
along to IT3 on Wednesdays, 3.05 – 4pm.

WE currently have a vacancy for a Parent Trus-
tee on the NWHS Board of Trustees. The Trust 
Board plays a significant part in the develop-
ment and running of the school, having three 
core strategic functions:
• Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strate-

gic direction.
• Holding the Headteacher to account for the 

educational performance of the school and 
its pupils.

• Overseeing the financial performance of 
the school and making sure its money is 
well spent. 

You do not need any special qualifications or 
experience to be a Parent Trustee, but you do 
need to:
• Have an interest in the school and its suc-

cess.
• Be able to make a commitment to help 

support the school for a four year term of 
office (although it should be noted that it 

is possible for Trustees to resign prior to 
the end of their term of office if the need 
arises).

• Be prepared to play an active part in the 
Trust Board’s work, including attend-
ing regular meetings ( most Trustees are 
required to attend approximately 8 to 10 
meetings per year, the majority of which 
take place during the late afternoon/early 
evening) and visiting the school during the 
school day on a couple of occasions each 
year.

• Be a parent of, or have parental respon-
sibility for, a registered pupil at Nunnery 
Wood High School on 27th February 2023 

At this stage we invite nominations for the 
vacancy, which must be properly proposed and 
seconded on the proforma and returned to the 
school by 2.00p.m. on 27th February 2023. 
Nominations are welcome from any parent, 
providing that:

• They are not an elected member of the Lo-
cal Authority.

• They are not paid to work at the school for 
more than 500 hours in any twelve month 
period.

• They are not disqualified from being a 
Trustee. 

Whilst any eligible parents are welcome to ap-

ply, on this occasion the Trust Board would par-
ticularly welcome nominations from individuals 
who have experience of safeguarding, finance 
and/or experience of another educational setting 
(either as a Trustee/Governor or a member of 
staff).

Election of a Parent Trustee

Head Boy & Head Girl
Gabriel Boxall & Sophie Cockeram
Head Boy & Head Girl

Hello everyone. It’s the end of our first half 
term back already, and as we say goodbye to 
winter, there is a lot to look back on. Before the 
Christmas holidays, Nunnery Wood got up to 
so much, while many students had an fantastic 
time in Llanrug, getting up to all sorts of fun 
activities, others still at school had celebration 
assemblies to enjoy and year 10 hosted the an-
nual OAP Christmas party, which as ever went 

down very successfully with all who attended. 
Well done to everyone who took part in every-
thing over the holidays! 

This term has been equally as eventful as last 
term, with trips and events happening all the 
time. On Holocaust Memorial Day, we went to 
the Guild hall and delivered some readings to 
remember all those that suffered as a result of 
the holocaust with a focused theme of ordinary 
people. It was a very moving occasion  attended 
by many other schools from Worcester and we 
were lucky enough to be joined by a Holocaust 
survivor. Not only this, but year 11 Politics had 
a trip to London to see the Houses of Parliament 
in January. The day consisted of an early start 
and then a tour around Westminster as well as 
being able to sit in on a debate. All the students 
who attended (such as us) had an amazing time, 
and felt lucky to have been able to go on such a 

brilliant school trip. Year 10 and 11 drama stu-
dents also went on a fun trip to Worcester Sixth 
Form to watch their musical of the “threepenny 
opera” and health and social care students did 
their CPR training.

Of course this only scratches the surface of what 
life in Nunnery has been like this half term, 
and next term we have plenty to look forward 
to as well, such as the school production of the 
Addams family.

The school leavers hoodies are also being made 
currently and the yearbook is in its final stages 
of development, so year 11 have that to look 
forward to in the coming months. We still have 
our clinic in EP2 at Monday break time, so if 
anyone has any ideas they want to present to us 
please feel free, we’d love to hear them!

New MFL centre
It was great to start our new year with students 
being taught in the new centre for Modern 
Foreign Languages – the latest in our projects 
to create cutting edge teaching areas in school. 
At the heart of our community, it shows how 
communication and global links are vital to us 
as a school.

The centre comprises 5 teaching rooms, of-
fices and a language break-out room for small 
groups and one-to-one sessions. Classrooms 

are equipped with state-of-the-art screens for a 
highly interactive experience. Most important 
of all is our great language teaching team of 
8 specialist teachers and a dedicated language 
teaching assistant. With numbers of students 
opting for a language GCSE going up – and a 
huge number of activities and trips happening, 
languages are thriving.

Earthquake Appeal
Despite the short turnaround, we were inun-
dated with supplies for Syria and Turkey. Thank 

you for responding so quickly. Your food, 
medical supplies and toiletries went straight out 
to the collection centre in Leominster and from 
there to where it is desperately needed. Money 
from our non-uniform day will be donated to 
the Disaster Emergency Committee.
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STEM has been gaining a lot of attention in 
school recently. This reflects the importance 
of STEM in the world of work. STEM stands 
for Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics. STEM education is far more than 
just sticking those subject titles together; it is a 
philosophy of education that embraces teaching 
skills. Rarely does a job require only one skill 
set; jobs in the real world are interdisciplinary. 
Picture an architect; they use science, math-
ematics, engineering and technology to design 
complex buildings. 

At Nunnery Wood High School, we want our 

students to develop diverse skills sets and have 
a passion for exploration and growth. Learn 
how to think critically, evaluate information, 
apply knowledge, research and skills to problem 
solve. STEM embraces these skills as well as 
the 4 C’s: Creativity, Collaboration, Critical 
Thinking, and Communication.
Therefore, along with a team of STEM teachers 
and Miss Lott our new STEM ambassador, stu-
dents will be responsible for developing STEM 
across the school. 

If you would like to get more involved in STEM 
keep an eye on the notices for future events, 

speak to your STEM teachers or Mrs Gwynne 
in the Careers office, or pop see Miss Lott in 
SC1.  

The following students have been nominated to 
represent the school as a STEM Ambassador.

Nunnery Wood Launches its Student STEM Ambassadors!

Charlie Askew 7

Evan Boxall 7

Myles Baddeley 7

Noyel Lukose 7

Noah Williams 7

Jessica Hooper 7

Joel Finnimore 7

Thomas Houghton 7

Oliver Kenney 7

Zakk Giles 7

Aedan Astley 7

Erin Schaus 7

Ciera Knight 7

Bella Law 7

Freyja Astley 8

Noah Barrington 8

Izzy Spencer 8

Rohith Robin 8

Oscar Banks 8

Nathan Rhodes 8

Zuneera Zahoor 8

Ibrahim Khan 8

George Bown 8

Carys Brassington 8

Edward Homer 8

Tom Rebbeck 8

Sam Caine 8

Kat Woolmer 8

Hugh McClelland 8

Rachel Collins 8

Mollie Savage 8

Willow Bond 11

Abilene Ginever 11

Hazel Homer 11

Sophie Cockeram 11

Sam Caskie 11

Henry Welsby 11

Barakah Firdous 11

Giovanna Pantaleo 9

Pattie Wajda 9

Harry Bloss 9

Sid Dubey 9

Bella Coombe 9

Ayesha Tabbassum 9

Zihna Steers 9

Oliver Leonard 9

Max Kear 9

Khadeeja Qubra 9

Liv Wheeler 9

Levi Adusei-Heillel 9

Jonathan Wheatley 9

Jessica Fletcher 9

Julia Congera 9

Liyang Chen 10

Paige Taylor 10

Lily Halford 10

Icy Yue 10

Daisy Lowe 10

Harry Carson 10

Angel Fortey 10

Rebecca Sonusi 10

John Telfer 10

Ned Guyatt 10

Oska Baddeley 10

Matthew Blaikie 10

Holly Storey 10

William Barnes 10

Ethan Hayward 10

Gabby Thomasson 10

Bee Woodcock 10

Head Boy & Head Girl

Staying Safe Online: Advice for parents & Students

IN this issue of Staying Safe Online we are 
looking at online reputations. You may have 
heard people talking about this or even learnt 
about it in SMSC lessons. 

But what really is it? 
The internet keeps a record of everyone’s 
behaviour online, the photos we upload, the 
comments other people make about us and the 
things we buy. This is our online reputation and 
it can impact us in the future. 
Why does it matter?

Lots of future employers or even education 
providers will screen potential candidates to see 
what their social media tells them. Research has 
shown that 35% of employers use social media 

to screen people before deciding whether to 
invite them for interview. 

What can you do?
Think before you post and be ‘share aware’. 
Things that you post and comments you make 
can be traced back to you and form a permanent 
online record about you. If you wouldn’t say 
it to someone then do not say it online. Once 
you have posted something or even messaged 
someone it can be forwarded on and shared 
with others. Keep your accounts private so that 
others can’t view your material, do not accept 
friend requests from people you do not know. 
Only join apps or games if you are old enough 
to do so. There are age limits for a reason and 
you risk being exposed to things that are inap-
propriate. 

How is my child’s online reputation formed? 
Many parents share images of their baby’s scan 
pictures and photos of their new-born on social 
network pages and children also start sharing in-
formation at young age. This means that before 

a child is even 18 they will have a substantial 
online record. This record can be permanent.  If 
this information is inaccurate or is the result of 
peer pressure this can have a long lasting impact 
on a person. 

How does my child’s online reputation im-
pact them? 
• It can interfere with friendship groups. Nasty 
comments made privately can soon be shared 
with others. 
• Impact educational and career prospects. 
Future employers and admissions officer often 
search for information about candidates online. 
• Disrupting future credit ratings. If a child’s 
identity is stolen and used to obtain credit than 
it may not be noticed for many years by which 
time much damage can be done. 
How can I find out about my child’s online 
reputation? 
• Search for your child online, use different 
search engines and check using your child’s 
whole name and other identifying information 
such as a nickname or their hometown. 

• Search on Google images, does this show you 
photos? Are there comments? Do they include 
private information such as name and address? 
• If your child is using social media sites ask to 
be your child’s online connection or ask another 
trusted adult to do so. This will allow you to 
have some idea of what they are posting. Be 
aware that many young people have more than 
one account or profile. They maybe connected 
to you in one but not another. 

Do you have a question about online safety?
We want this section of the Nunnery News to 
be as useful as possible. If you have a question 
or would like some advice in regards to online 
safety  or something similar then please send an 
email to smsc@nunnerywood.worcs.sch.uk and 
we will choose a different question to answer in 
each edition of Nunnery News.
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NUNNERY Wood High School were one of 
the successful applicants to receive a share of 
funding from Pershore College to help towards 
their allotment.

Pershore College, which is part of WCG, has 
sponsored the Worcester Show Schools’ Gar-
dening Competition since 2019, with its support 
helping many young people get involved with 
their school gardens and allotments.
The Worcester Allotments Forum, responsible 
for managing 23 allotment sites across the 
city, recently announced its closure, now that 
Worcester City Council is picking up manage-
ment of the sites.

The Forum therefore decided to donate its 
remaining funds of £1,250 to schools with their 
own allotments or gardens.
Applications for a share of between £100 and 
£800 of the Forum’s Closure Fund were re-
ceived from 15 schools, leaving the Forum with 
a challenge to decide which ones to grant.
Applications covered a wide range of short and 
medium-term plans including buying water 
hoses, plants, seeds and tools to grow produce, 
as well as building planting structures, with one 
school’s plans for vertical planters directly in-
spired by a visit to the garden centre at Pershore 
College.

Schools also have longer term plans to improve 
their green spaces with projects like construct-
ing raised beds and greenhouses, repairing 
ponds and creating a peace garden.

The original fund was matched by Pershore 
College, while a successful match-funding grant 
from Worcester City Council contributed a fur-
ther £2,750 – bringing the total fund to £5,250.
With the additional funding secured, the Forum 
decided to divide the total fund equally between 
all 15 schools, granting £350 to each school.
Staff from the schools and their gardening club 
pupils gathered at the Pump House in Worces-
ter’s Gheluvelt Park to receive their grants.
The event was supported by the Deputy Mayor 
of Worcester, Cllr Louis Stephen, together with 
Mark Whittaker from Pershore College, Cllr 
Mel Allcott and Cllr Owen Cleary of Worcester 
City Council, and members of Worcester Allot-
ments Forum, Pat Gething, vice chairman, Chris 
Thorp, secretary, and Fran Stallard, treasurer, 
who presented the cheques to the schools’ 
representatives.

Chris Thorp said: “We had such a wealth of 
wonderful applications I am delighted we are 
able to award funding to such a huge variety of 
worthwhile school allotments and gardening 
clubs across Worcester.

“They are great spaces for young people to ex-
plore the outdoors, develop practical skills and 
learn more about nature and biodiversity. We 
believe that a pound planted now will grow into 
tomorrow’s gardeners and horticulturalists.
“I look forward to watching as the projects 
bloom and develop, and to seeing many of these 
schools enter the Schools Garden Competition 
at the Worcester Show in 2023.”

Mark Whittaker, from Pershore College, passed 
out details of the Worcester Show’s annual 
Schools’ Gardening Competition, which the col-
lege will be sponsoring in 2023.

Mark said: “We were delighted to sponsor the 
Worcester Show’s Schools’ Gardening competi-
tion again this year and to now help boost the 

schools with this additional injection of funds at 
the start of their competition projects.
“The scheme is a great way for local schools 
to engage their young people in gardening and 
allotments, and we are pleased to present each 
school with £50 vouchers for use in Pershore 
College’s garden centre to help their gardens 
grow.”

Cllr Louis Stephen, Deputy Mayor of Worces-
ter City Council, said: “It was fantastic be at 
the event and see the enthusiasm of the many 
students taking part in the funding awards 
ceremony.

“Gardening is so important for supporting 
wildlife and biodiversity as well as helping our 
physical and mental health.”

Worcestershire School Allotments Grow in Funding Boost

Out & About Conducting 
Travel Surveys

Things to get Involved in 
This Term!

THROUGHOUT February our Monday eco 
club have been hard at work conducting travel 
surveys of local roads. Students have been 
looking into a mixture of the local roads around 
school to understand the volume and types of 
traffic, pavement and lighting standards and 
whether cycle routes are avaliable. The club are 
planning on putting together a travel plan for 

students to highlight routes into school based 
on how busy or polluted they are. They are also 
looking into cycle paths and bike storage on site 
too. Students even took the opportunity to carry 
out some litter picking while out gathering their 
data too!

Well done Monday Eco Club.    
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Holocaust Survivor Shares Her Story

Checking in on the Nature Trail
STUDENTS took the opportunity of some 
winter sunshine to check in on our nature trail. 
They were excited to see new shoots and the 
beginnings of this years plants starting to ap-

pear. While exploring students took some time 
to litter pick and explore some of the wildlife 
and fungi they could find.  

Hannah Ranford, Year 9
On January 24th a handful of lucky students 
had the chance to see and listen to Holocaust 
survivors', Mindu Hornick’s story. We went to 
Worcester University where we listened to how 
her life was changed at the age of 12. Mindu 
Hornick explained the conditions she lived in 
for many years and what happened to people 
around her. Everyone was amazed how she got 
back out there to tell her story with such posi-
tivity, although she said she can never forgive or 
forget what happened.  After 40 years in silence 
Mindu Hornick is now speaking out about it and 
has done many speeches and has written a book 
on her life. After her story, we had a photo taken 
with Mindu which we were all happy about. We 
were selected from the audience to present a 
bouquet of flowers to Mindu before we headed 
back to school.

Mindu's story:
Mindu at the age of just 13, was sent to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp in 
Poland with her mother, sister and two younger 
brothers. On their arrival, a Polish prisoner told 
the girls to lie about their age and say they were 
seamstresses. Taking this advice, Mindu and her 
sister were sent on ahead, initially to sort pris-
oners’ confiscated clothing; they would never 
see their father, mother or brothers again.

Mindu's daily existence in Auschwitz was 
incredibly dangerous and difficult;  eating 
turnip soup and bread doctored with sawdust 

and chemicals, the smell of the camp, poor 
sanitation and the lack of any hope of escape. 
Prisoners had to stand, twice each day, for the 
selection process, when Josef Mengele, the 
infamous Nazi doctor,  would signal who would 
die, with a wave of his spotless white gloves. 
Later, Mindu and her sister were moved to 
a munitions factory, where they managed to 
survive until the end of the war, along with their 
cousins, despite constant hunger, brutal treat-
ment and the threat of disease.

“When people ask how I survived, I always tell 
them the same thing – sheer luck.”

When Allied soldiers were about to arrive, 
the Germans packed the camp survivors into 
a goods train, intending to bomb it before 
they could be rescued.  The Allies mistakenly 
bombed the train and killed half of the 500 sur-
viving women on the day before their liberation.

After the liberation of the camp in 1945, Mindu 
and her sister returned to Prague, but it was 
not long before they had to leave their home 
country due to the Soviet occupation and the 
regime’s hostility towards Jews. Mindu came 
to the UK to live with a family member in 
Birmingham, where she later happily married 
and raised her daughters, while her sister made 
a new life in Australia.

Mindu has spent her lifetime educating people 
on the horrors of The Holocaust and other 

genocides. Her experiences are a stark re-
minder of the dangers of extreme prejudice and 
discrimination and the crimes against humanity 

which can occur if we stand by and allow them 
to happen.

HOLOCAUST Memorial Day on 27th January 
provided an opportunity for students to explore 
issues relating the Holocaust and examples 
of genocides including Armenia, Cambodia, 
Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. The theme of 
Holocaust Memorial Day this year was “Ordi-
nary People.” 

The Holocaust Memorial Trust said,"Genocide 
is facilitated by ordinary people. Ordinary 
people turn a blind eye, believe propaganda, 
join murderous regimes. And those who 
are persecuted, oppressed and murdered in 
genocide aren’t persecuted because of crimes 
they’ve committed – they are persecuted simply 

because they are ordinary people who belong to 
a particular group (e.g. Roma, Jewish commu-
nity, Tutsi). Ordinary people were involved in 
all aspects of the Holocaust, Nazi persecution 
of other groups, and in the genocides that took 
place in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. 
Ordinary people were perpetrators, bystand-
ers, rescuers, witnesses - and ordinary people 
were victims. In every genocide, those targeted 
faced limited choices – ‘choiceless choices’ 
(Lawrence Langer) but in every genocide the 
perpetrators have choices, ordinary people 
have choices. Sometimes, these choices were 
limited too, sometimes they had to make life-
threatening decisions. And ordinary people were 
the ones who made brave decisions to rescue, to 
hide or stand up. But ordinary people also made 
decisions to ignore what was going on around 
them, to be bystanders, to allow the genocide to 
continue. There are also extraordinary people in 
every genocide, remarkable and unusual people, 
who went to extreme lengths to help, to rescue, 
to save, and in every genocide there were ex-
traordinary people, who went to extreme depths 
to cause harm, to persecute, to murder. The 
theme this year, highlights the ordinary people 

who let genocide happen, the ordinary people 
who actively perpetrated genocide, and the or-
dinary people who were persecuted. Our theme 
will also prompt us to consider how ordinary 
people, such as ourselves, can perhaps play a 
bigger part than we might imagine in challeng-
ing prejudice today."

In history lessons Key Stage Three students 
investigated the Holocaust and Genocide. Stu-
dents in history lessons were also able to watch 
a live web cast of a Holocaust survivor speaking 
about her experiences of being in Auschwitz 
Concentration Camp. Each form group had 
the opportunity to explore resources and have 
discussions relating to genocide. Students in 
Year 9 history class had already been studying 
genocide. 

Our head boy and head girl, Gabriel Boxall and 
Sophie Cockeram attended a commemoration 
ceremony at the Guild Hall in Worcester. The 
27th of January marked the 78th anniversary 
of the liberation of Auschwitz Concentration 
Camp, a place that bore witness some of the 
worst mass killings of the Holocaust. No one 

knows exactly how many innocent people were 
slaughtered in the camp, but it is estimated to be 
around 1.1 million people. Mindu Hornick, who 
we also heard speak at Worcester University, 
was the keynote speaker. She shared her story 
and her fears of divisions that we see in society 
today. This is an important message for our 
society. With growing levels of anti-Semitism, 
Islamophobia and homophobia reported, we 
need to come together and unite against intoler-
ance and fight for goodness and equality. Miss 
Speechley , who organised the events, said, “It 
is vitally important that we ensure our students 
have an understanding of genocides that have 
taken place throughout history and continue 
to happen, which is why we have placed a big 
emphasis on Holocaust Memorial Day. It is 
important that misconceptions are challenged 
and that students are able to explore these issues 
fully. The students have shown great interest 
and compassion when exploring these events. 
It was a huge privilege to hear Mindu Hor-
nick, Holocaust survivor speak at two separate 
events. I was extremely proud of the students 
who participated in these events also."

Holocaust Memorial Day 2023 - Ordinary People
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BETWEEN 12th-16th December, 99 students 
from years 8-11 headed off for an adventur-
ous activity week at the Arete Activity Centre, 
Snowdownia, North Wales.

The Arete outdoor centre delivers high-quality 
outdoor education courses for schools and 
groups. The adventurous outdoor activity 
programme embraces the rivers, mountains and 
lakes of Snowdonia and the beautiful coastline 
of Anglesey. Experienced instructors focus 
on the many educational benefits that outdoor 
learning brings, capitalising on the activities 
they offer and our comfortable residential set-
ting.

All activities are off-site with easy access to 
mountains and coast and adventures are tailored 
for each individual, each matched perfectly to 
the changing weather.
Year 8 student, Emily Gromski said, “It was 
really fun, but cold! We took part in Mountain 
climbing, canoeing on a quarry, abseiling, cav-
ing and even sledging in deep snow!
We also did problem-solving activities in the 
evenings. My favourite activity was the caving 
because we did different activities within the 
caves. I would definitely like to go again.”
Year 8 student, Finley Beale said, “It was really 
fun. We climbed up mountains and we went 
rock climbing. There were lots more activities 
and I had never done any of them before.”
Year 8 student, Charlie Pelter said, “I enjoyed 
all of the activities. The zip lining across the sea 
water was really good. “

Llangrug Trip
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Jack’s Selfless Volunteering 

YEAR 9 student, Jack Pearman has been vol-
unteering for St Richard’s Hospice for over 4 
months now. 
 
Jack has chosen to volunteer at St Richards as 
part of his Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award, 
but he has done voluntary work before too. 
 
Jack said, “I help every week in the fundraising 

department at St Richards. I do the jobs that the 
staff there don’t have time to do in order to help 
with their many fundraising events. 
 
Recently, I have photocopied posters to promote 
events, laminated the Christmas tree collection 
information posters and helped to clean the col-
lection pots. 
 
“I really enjoy helping out and I particularly 
like volunteering for St Richards.” 
 
Jack also hopes to help with the homeless in 
Birmingham in the future too. 

Easter Egg 
Hampers

The Great 
Nunnery Bake 
OffEASTER is fast approaching, we will be pro-

ducing hampers to give to our local community. 
We are asking for voluntary donations of Easter 
eggs or treats. Each Year 7 form group will need 
to plan and make their Easter egg hampers.

Or, you could donate £1 to your form collection.

The Great Nunnery Bake Off is set to return. 
Form groups are being asked to design and 
make a batch of 12 identical Spring/Easter 
themed cupcakes. 

Winners will be chosen by Professional chef 
judges from St Richards Hospice.

Houses of Parliament Trip Southco Manufacturing Visit
YEAR 11 AS Level Politics students visited 
parliament in order to gain a further understand-
ing of the working of our political system. The 
students were led on a tour of the Houses of 
Commons and Lords. 

Abedelrahman Mostafa
YEAR 11

On the 16th of January, for me has to be the 
best school trip I have experienced. A trip with 
its main purpose to explore the tremendously 
rich history of the House of Commons and the 
House of Lords (a personal favorite). We went 
in to see buildings that came into the existence 
from as early as the 11th century and went 
through how the Commons and the Lords vote 
for the passing of legislation into existence. We 
even entered both chambers where members 
debate the points inside the legislation to see 
if there is any changes that could be made to 
it. We listened to debate about education, but 
specifically on child support, what has been 
taught in school and treatment of students with 
disabilities and minorities. We had a tour around 
London as well. We saw Buckingham palace; 
we walked through Hyde Park and went to Tra-
falgar square to see the most visited places in 
London. To perfect the trip, we went shopping 
in Covent Garden in London to see places and 
shops we probably won’t see in Worcester.

It was exceptionally nice to share this fantastic 
experience with friends who share the same in-
terest in the field of politics. Definitely a unique 
experience so a special thanks to Miss Speech-
ley and Mr Pirrie for organizing the trip for us.

Miss Speechley, who led the trip, said, “We had 
a great day. the students gained so much from 
the visit and were able to see how democracy 
works and the way in which are parliament 
operates on a daily basis.”

THE Art department recently took a group of 15 
GCSE photography students on a visit to a local 
manufacturing company – Southco. Southco is 
a global engineering company who design and 
manufacture components for the automotive 
industry, medical equipment and a whole host 
of other areas. They have a large factory near 
Warndon and frequently come in to support our 
school with careers advice and mock interviews.

Our Yr 10 students received a tour of the fac-
tory and were then given the opportunity to take 
photographs of the machinery, robots and all 

of the incredible components, in order to add a 
new dimension to their coursework portfolios. 
We were able to capture some incredible effects 
such as sparks, lasers as well as lots of close 
up images of components and this venue will a 
valuable resouce for future photography visits. 
We are also hoping that Southco may use some 
of our photography in their marketing material. 
This was a fabulous STEAM opportunity and 
we look forward to developing our relationship 
with this local company.
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Southco Manufacturing Visit THE Arts Award club are currently working 
hard creating advertising material for the forth 
coming production of The Addams Family. 
Look out for further artwork going on display in 
the studio foyer.
The performance of the Addams family is fast 
approaching and there is excitement across the 
school. Rehearsals have been in full swing and 
the two casts are set to put on an exceptional 
performance.
The very last few tickets are still available so 
don’t miss your chance to come and see the 
show.



Nunnery News // 10 

Teachers Have Hobbies Too!
Phoebe Perks and Briony Lowe, 
YEAR 8

EVERYONE is interested in what teachers are 
really like, so we walked around the school ask-
ing teachers what their hobbies are and  these 
are the results:

Ms. Dowson told us she enjoys playing, table 
top gaming, Warhammer 4DK Drukhari army, 
Age of Sigmar night haunts, playing the guitar 
and she also goes swimming.

Mr. Delorenzo informed us that he enjoys 
mountain biking, skiing, watching the rugby, 
swimming and eating cake.

Ms. Ball shared with us that she enjoys lifting 
weights at the gym, walking her dog with her 
daughter and reading.

Next, we went to talk to Ms. Westhead and 
we learnt that she does pottery, travelling and 
sewing.

Mrs Telger enjoys fitness, especially weightlift-
ing.

Mrs Beasley said, “I’m an avid gym goer and 
love arts and crafts – forever making gifts and 
cards for family & friends.”

Miss Gonzalez “I mountain bike, so I’ve been 
riding ever since I can remember and I ride all 
over the country and abroad but my favourite 
place to ride is the Forest of Dean.”

Mrs Burren said “I row in a team for Worcester 
Rowing Club, based at Pitchcroft, on the river 
severn. I am part of a team of 24 women and 
one coach. We train 4 times a week doing vari-
ous things such as indoor rowing, rowing on the 
river, circuits and weights. Having this hobby 
helped me make lots of new friends because at a 
weekend when we are not racing in a competi-
tion, we are meet up for drinks and food.”

Mrs Booth said “I really enjoy crafting. It’s a 
great way to switch off and think only about 
whatever it is you are making. I have a Cricut 
machine which you can program to draw de-
signs or cut out a variety of materials and then 
either transfer them onto material; make into 
cards or stick onto glass or plastic. The walls of 
Ma4 have several things I have cut out or drawn 
using the Cricut machine - come and have a 
look! There are also some pictures below of 
some things I have made recently. “

Mr Phillips informed us “My passion is rock 
climbing. I’ve been doing it for about twenty 
five years and in between leaving my job in 
engineering and retraining to become a teacher 
I gained the Mountain Training Association’s 
Climbing Wall Instructor (CWI) award.

I also like running (catch me at Worcester 
Woods Parkrun on Saturday mornings), hill 
walking (71/214 Wainwrights bagged), board 
games and comic books.”

Miss Speechley informed us that she never sits 
still and is always at the gym exercising or out 
running. She also loves to travel.

Mrs Stevens informed us that she likes to col-
lect rare house plants, play the saxophone and 
go out on her boat.

Miss Foster said “I have just finished doing the 
‘Alice in Wonderland’ pantomime at the Swan 
Theatre. It was a two week run doing 14 shows, 
rehearsing from September and finishing on 
Sunday 30th January 2023. Lots of students 
from Nunnery Wood came to watch show-
ing their support which was wonderful. I also 
received some beautiful flowers and a card from 
three year 11 girls - Jayci Dutfield, Grace Brom-
age and Sophie Male. Miss Wright came to 
watch along with other staff members at Nun-
nery Wood. It was a great pantomime, I enjoyed 
every minute and already looking forward to 
next years show, Rapunzel.”
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WE have two ongoing challenges - one is speed 
– to be the fastest! and the other is a challenge 
mat containing environmental trials.  There is 
a competition later this year, when we will test 
ourselves against other schools. 

We are designing and building our Lego robots 
to meet these challenges and testing them along 
the way.  The robots run using python block 
code and our Year 8s are becoming experts and 
improving every time we meet.

If you are a Year 8 pupil and interested and 
enjoy the challenge of building complex Lego 
models and like (well love!) coding then pop 
along to IT2 and tell me  -  Mr Danvers - we 
have a few spaces.  

Robotics Club Challenge Augmented Reality Club

GCHQ Challenge
JUST before Christmas, Year 11s tackled the 
GCHQ Christmas Challenge. To solve the com-
plex cryptic puzzles students needed to employ 
their computational thinking skills. The teams 
worked extremely well to solve the challenges 
and were some of the quickest in the whole of 
the UK! Our NWHS future cryptographers! 
Why not have a go yourself?

YEAR 9 augmented reality computing club 
kicked off this term. Students are working 
in teams on the project challenge to create a 
brand for a food/drinks company. Over the 
coming weeks teams will use Adobe profes-
sional software to design a logo and brand, a 
3D model with their branding and integrate 
this within a 3D augmented reality advertise-
ment. Teams will then present their work with 
Amazon vouchers up for grabs for the winning 
team. The teams will be using industry standard 
software: Adobe Illustrator, Adobe PhotoShop, 
Adobe Dimension and Adobe Aero.
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Artist of the week

Daisy Sherwood, Year10

Maia Pop, Year 10

Maia Pop, Year 10

Maia Pop, Year 10

Maia Pop, Year 10
Maia Pop, Year 10

Suhayla Yusuf, Year 8 Tia Hitchman, Year 8 Tilly Hickling, Year 8

Valerie De Jesus, Year 10 

Maya Asghar-Siddique, Year 7 Ruby Deane, Year 8 

Valerie De Jesus, Year 10

Dylan Lewis, Year 7

Esme Hope-Bufton, Year 7

Lexie De Ste Croix, Year 10
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of the Month 
A REALLY important part of any design stage 
is 3D modelling.  Within DT lessons, students 
are encouraged to test out their design ideas to 
see if they are viable and to analyse and evalu-
ate them.  Client feedback is sought and test 
models are an excellent way to get across how 
a designer has interpreted the design brief.  Test 
models can be created through 3D modelling 
on a computer, in paper or card or through laser 
cut designs produced in CAD CAM.  This is an 
important skill and leads to high quality work.

Carys Slimming 11.10
Toby Taylor 11.01

Ismaeel Mustafa 11.09

Isaac Perks 11.04 Lena Klosinska 11.10 Lena Klosinska 11.10

Eesa Riaz 11.09

Carys Slimming 11.10
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Joke CornerValentine’s Day for Best Friends

Durga Warrior Princess 

Evan Boxall
YEAR 10

What did the couple say after they were struck 
by Cupid's arrow?
"Ouch!"

When do bed bugs fall in love?
In the spring.

What did the chef give to his wife on Valen-
tine’s Day?
A hug and a quiche.

What did one flame say to the other on Valen-
tine’s Day?
"We're a perfect match!"

How did the telephone propose to his girlfriend?
It gave her a ring!

Who always has a date on Valentine's Day?
A calendar

What did the paper clip say to the magnet?
I find you very attractive.

I gave blood today.
It may not be the best Valentine’s Day present, 
but at least it came from the heart.

I am going to spend my Valentine’s Day with 
my ex…box Series X.

Why should you date a goalie? 
They’re a keeper.

Isabella Butler & Kyra Sampson
YEAR 7

Valentine’s Day is coming around quickly and 
don’t worry if you are single. Why not give 
a gift to your best friend! Here’s what to get 
them!     

The first idea is a magnetic necklace. This 
could be one like the photograph or it could be 
a unique design like personalisation, a puzzle 
piece or a locket.       
  
Alternatively, you could get matching phone 
cases. You also get a gift yourself, so it’s a win-

win situation! These could have a photo of the 
person in it (with you, of course – don’t leave 
yourself out!) or a matching design like the one 
on the right.  

Everyone loves sweets so get your bestie a 
MASSIVE sweet box and binge watch your 
favourite Netflix show together. You can choose 
whatever you want, even that rom-com you 
found last year!   

And finally, if you don’t get any gifts buy some 
for yourself. 

Because after all, everyone should treat them-
selves once in a while!!!

IN Year 7 Ethics and Philosophy lessons stu-
dents have started to study Hinduism. As part 
of their work on this topic they have looked 
at Shakti, the feminine aspect of God. One of 
these representations of God is Durga a warrior 
goddess. 

The story of Durga (in summary) is that an evil 
demon was terrorising the world. It could not be 
defeated by any of the gods or goddesses. Vish-
nu and Shiva (male dietieis) were angry about 
this and the energy from their anger struck the 
earth and a figure emerged, the amazing Durga. 
She was beautiful and had a third eye and many 
powerful hands. All of the gods and goddesses 

believed that she may be able to stop the evil 
demon and gave her gifts which she holds in 
her hands. She rode on a tiger and headed off to 
kill the demon. The demon didn’t believe she, a 
woman, could kill him but she did with ease! 
You can see the image of Durga and the im-
portant objects she carries. In lessons students 
had a go at creating their own goddess and had 
to think about what special objects they would 
carry and why. As you can see from the selec-
tion of students work here they did a brilliant 
job! Students were not only creative but really 
thoughtful in considering what their goddess 
needed to complete her task! 
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Industrial Cadets Programme

Year 10 Work Experience is Coming...

THE Industrial Cadets programme is an Indus-
try-led accreditation and is a recognised award 
funded by EDT (Engineering Development 
Trust). It is open to 9-21 year olds and it offers 
an insight into industry and the opportunity to 
develop important employment skills. For the 
second year running, Nunnery Wood has offered 
a fantastic opportunity for six, Year 10 students 
to partake in an Industrial Cadets course at 
Yamazaki Mazak in Worcester. The opportunity 
was launched in the Year 10 assembly. It was 
open to any Year 10 pupil to apply regardless 
of academic ability. All interested pupils, were 
asked to complete an expression of interest 
form covering why they felt they would benefit 
from attending the Industrial Cadets course. The 
focus was based on having a good work ethic 
and an interest in a STEM based career. After 
much deliberation, 6 students were selected. All 
six pupils successfully completed the course 
by partaking in a range of activities and tasks 
throughout their stay. They presented their work 
to friends, family and members of Yamazaki 
Mazak where they received their Silver Awards. 
Once the course is completed, the pupils receive 
an industry recognised qualification which 
can be used for future CVs. They also receive 
access to online job opportunities and future 
courses.

Molly Tyrrell, Year 10
My time that I had at Mazak was absolutely 
amazed. I found the experience helpful, and I 
had such a good time when I was at Mazak! 
Mazak not only catered food for us but gave us 
opportunities to express our feelings in what 
activities we wanted to do at Mazak. We got 
three different job roles we were offered in the 
week including working in the sheet metal de-
partment, the sub electrical assembly, and even 
service spindle service. I think we all enjoyed 
the sheet metal department most because we got 
to weld and we all found this super enjoyable 
and we all enjoyed wearing the super cool gear. 
The helmets we wore made us all look like 
superheroes or astronauts, however the helmet 
was way to big for my head! 

When we were in the sub electrical assembly 
we experienced what its like to work day to day 
in the sub electrical assembly this includes mak-
ing wires and cables for all the different types 
of machines they make at Mazak. We all found 
that doing this for a whole day can get a bit 
repetitive at times however the people that were 
helping out with us was Daniella and she was 
really welcoming and made us feel really 

comfortable in the workplace. We all thorough-
ly enjoyed working with Daniella as she made 
us all giggle at times! 

When we worked in the spindle service we 
worked with Chris and another apprentice. We 
worked on deconstruction and reconstruction of 
a spindle. A spindle is part of the machine that 
can Spins it helps with the machining layout 
and building this helped us to understand how a 
spindle really worked. We got lots of help dur-
ing the process but we also got time to experi-
ment ourselves. The people we were working 
with really helped us to get a feel of getting 
your hands dirty and greasy, as this is what it 
would be like when you work in the spindle 
service centre. We all throughly enjoyed work-
ing in this area because we loved the people 
that helped us in this department they made it a 
really safe but fun space to work in for us. 

Throughout the week we also worked on our 
presentation for the graduation which our par-
ents came to watch and Mrs Hunt also. We had 
to include what we had done in the week, the 
lectures we had, our work placement, the team 
building events, and much more! 

Michael Dixon Year 10
I thoroughly enjoyed my experience at Mazak 
and it has shown me what an awesome field 
STEM is. As part of my factory rotations, I 
spent some time in the welding department and 
I found this the most fun out of the entire week. 

I am now considering a career in this industry 
and may try to get an apprenticeship doing 
welding.

Paige Taylor, Year 10
During my time at Mazak I experienced a vari-
ety of different activities. For example work-
ing with sheet metal, electrical sub assembly 
and spindle service. Throughout the week we 
worked on a presentation on our factory rota-
tions. I had a great time and am thankful for the 
opportunity.

Coco Markland, Year 10
I had an enjoyable week at Mazak and it was 
full of fun tasks. We got to experience first 
hand different parts of the factory including the 
spindle service centre, electrical sub assembly 
and sheet metal design.

Tobias Gormley, Year 10
My experience at Mazak was an eye open-
ing one to the field of engineering. One of my 
favourite parts was the conversations with work

ers as they were so welcoming and worked with 
us every step of the way. This was amazing 
for everyone and taught us how to strengthen 
our team work and to help each other, no matter 
how hard the task is.

Holly Story, Year 10
During the week I spent at Mazak, I got the 
opportunity to learn about things that aren’t 
taught in school. In the factory, everyone got the 
chance to try welding as one of the placement 
activities, which I didn’t think I would ever get 
to have a go at myself. My week at Mazak was 
very useful to find out what sort of jobs might 
be available when I leave school. Throughout 
the week we had to prepare a presentation to 
deliver at the end of the placement. This also 
helped me to understand what the jobs entail. 
Overall, we learned about the manufacturing 
aspects of engineering and it was clear to see 
the link between hat we had been learning about 
in the STEM subjects and the ideas that were 
used in the factory.

Lilia Neath & Poppy Hope
YEAR 10

In Year 10, we are getting ready for the work 
experience that we will have to attend dur-
ing activity week at the end of the academic 
year. Work experience lasts three days, from 
Monday-Wednesday (17th-19th July) where you 
will be attending a business and working the al-
located hours they provide. This can be seen as 
a positive opportunity to some students as it will 
help grow their self esteem and encounter new 
people. Meeting new people will help to talk 
to people you don’t normally talk to which is 
a key aspect of life and getting jobs. However, 
this can also be seen as a nerve-racking time for 
others as they might struggle with social anxiety 
and find it hard to apply for a job somewhere as 
they can’t communicate easily. As well as this, 
students might be overwhelmed with the idea 
of knowing this is the start to a new chapter 
for them and the reality starts to kick in. When 
you are applying for your work experience, you 

might not get your first option, stay positive and 
keep trying. This is why you need to be very 
quick at applying for where you want to work 
as you are competing against other schools and 
students to get picked. As well as this, you need 
to have a list of back-up places you will will-
ingly work just in case you do get turned down. 
A list of places would be very helpful and make 
your searching much easier. The idea of finding 
a work placement as well as the thought of hav-
ing to find a proper job soon and leave school 
might terrify them but don’t worry, lots of help 
and support is available and everyone enjoys 
their work experience. If you are struggling 
during this time and don’t know where to apply 
you can speak to the school’s careers advisor 
(Mrs Gwynne- her office can be found outside 
the library). She will be able to give you key 
points and top tips on how to ask companies 
and face your fears. On top of this, if you still 
don’t know where to apply but know what you 
want to do Mrs Gwynne can give you a list of 
local businesses that are topical to your passions 
and what you like. If you are someone who 

finds it difficult to ask teachers for advice with 
things like this, you can always use the link on 
the student portal called ‘Unifrog’. Unifrog pro-
vides unbiased careers information and advice 
to young people to help them make informed 
decisions about what to do after school. The app 
Unifrog gives mini surveys related to, interest, 
personality, work environment, skills and more. 
These surveys will help them get to know you 
and what you prefer better in order to help them 
pick the best company with the right environ-
ment they think you will fit into. When the app 
is choosing the job, you can put the wherea-
bouts and distance you are willing to travel as 
well as local places. Having them be able to 
pick out the local places for you can be very 
beneficial as it saves you having to stress about 
getting to places further away and saves you the 
extra time. Once you have decided where you 
are doing your work experience and have had 
the approval of the company owner, you will 
have to add all of this into the ‘placement’ sec-
tion of unifrog. In this section you will have to 
add all the necessary details about the business 

and give the employers email. The necessary 
details you will need is, how you are trave-
ling to get there, whether or not you have any 
medical conditions, a parent/guardian’s email 
address, as well as the email address of the 
company. You will need to add these emails for 
the next stage in the placement. After we had 
written our own form, an email was sent to the 
company to make them fill out their form. This 
form will include everything you need to know 
about your three days. This will involve how 
long you will be permitted to stay there for (the 
different times), what you are allowed to wear, 
where everything is, and also what you will 
have to do during your time there. Next, your 
parents will be sent an email which they will 
have to say they are allowing you to go work at 
the place. Lastly, you will have to get schools 
permission to make sure that the employer has 
been properly checked to ensure your safety at 
all times.
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Love Cooking?

Dance & Drama Trips

YEAR 7 students have been exploring the ideas 
of the Eatwell Guide, where we have been 
working our way around each group learning 
where the foods come from, the importance in 
the diet and creating dishes that match. They 
particularly enjoyed the rainbow pasta salads 
and pizza pinwheel practicals. 

Year 8 have started the new unit exploring diet 
related health conditions and considering the 
link between food and health and answer the big 
question 'is food medicine?' They have made 
their own version of chicken goujons and pizza 
to reflect their new understanding. 

Year 9 have launched straight into their new 
unit into global cuisines where they will be 
exploring the traditional foods of a variety of 
countries such as Mexico, China and France. 
They will be given the opportunity to make 
dishes from around the world, including sweet 
and sour chicken and fajitas.
Year 10 GCSE group have been producing a 
wonderful array of dishes including, soup and 
choux pastry.

GCSE drama students were taken to see a per-
formance of ‘Three Penny Opera’ at Worcester 
Sixth Form College. Gabriel Boxall said,” The 
Threepenny Opera is a "play with music" by 
Bertolt Brecht, adapted from a translation by 
Elisabeth Hauptmann of John Gay's 18th-cen-
tury English ballad opera, The Beggar's Opera, 
and four ballads by François Villon, with music 

by Kurt Weill. The performance was very good, 
with the quality of the music, acting and danc-
ing being very high.”

Year 9 dance students attended Wolverhampton 
University where they participated in work-
shops related to careerss and dancing. 
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Senior Citizen Xmas Party
ON Wednesday 14th December 2022, Year 
10 students hosted our annual party for local 
Senior Citizens. 

It was a great success with over 70 local resi-
dents attending the festive event which took 
place in the main hall.  The guests were greeted 
by Year 10 volunteers who served them a selec-
tion of buffet foods and drinks, which they had 
prepared themselves.  
They were treated to a whole afternoon of enter-
tainment starting with some beautiful Christmas 
carols, which were performed by the school 
choir. This was followed by a selection of fan-
tastic dance performances by dancers from vari-
ous year groups and musical items. Everyone 
was invited to join in with a game of bingo and 
there were raffle prizes up for grabs too. Even 
Santa paid a visit to the hall that day to deliver 
gifts that had been donated by all Year 10 form 
groups.! There was a great atmosphere. It was 
fantastic to see students mixing so well with 
their guests and making them feel so welcome 
and at ease. A big thank you to all who were 
involved in making this event such a success, 
with a special thanks to the year 10 volunteers 
and teaching staff who supported them. 

Nina Vickers was one of the Year 10 volun-
teers. She said, “Serving at the Senior Citizen’s 
Christmas party was a really nice experience. 
It was a lovely, fun atmosphere. We helped to 

serve tea and we handed out presents to the 
guests. They were happy and they particularly 
seemed to enjoy the bingo and the dance perfor-
mances.” 

Miss Speechley who helped to organise the 
events said, “It was fabulous to be able to 
host members of our local community, they 
thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon. Our students 
excelled – they served the food and drinks 
beautifully and loved talking to the older 
people. They shared stories and experiences and 
enjoyed a chat and a joke. The students are now 
experts on making the perfect cup of tea!”

Megan Morgan Manager Merrivale Farm Care 
Home said,”We thoroughly enjoyed our after-
noon at the Nunnery Wood Christmas party. 
We have been to previous Christmas parties at 
Nunnery Wood and we look forward to coming 
back each year. All our service users had such a 
lovely time and all the students they met were 
so polite and conducted themselves in such a 
positive manner. Everyone was very accom-
modating to our needs and couldn’t do enough 
for us. 
The performances were outstanding and all the 
service users commented that their favourite 
part was the game of Bingo! The Bingo caller 
was fantastic. 
Such a fabulous afternoon, can’t wait until next 
Christmas.” 
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Young Voice 2023

First Aid Training
Library Book Club

Music Achievements
NUNNERY Wood students were excited to par-
ticipate in Young Voices at Birmingham Resorts 
World. They got to experience being a part of 
the largest children’s choir concert in the world 
and thoroughly enjoyed performing in such a 
prestigious environment. Young Voices was 
originally created for the purpose of advancing 
the education of children by developing their 
skills and understanding of music and singing 
as well as supporting the teachers and other pro-
viders of education in this field. Year by year, 
the event has grown and our students have been 
able to participate each year.

Choirs from schools and youth groups across 
the region performed  alongside almost 8,000 
other children as a single choir to capacity 
audiences of family and friends. This was an 

incredible opportunity to perform in a world-
class arena singing a variety of songs that they 
had been busy rehearsing. Songs included 
Milligantics!
Message
Just Around the Riverbend/Go the Distance 
Over the Hills
Rockstar
Don't Worry Mashup
Pop Medley from Trolls

Miss Harper, who prepared the choir said, 
“It was a fantastic evening. The students had 
worked very hard to prepare and did themselves 
and the school proud. They were a delight to 
work with and we look forward to hearing them 
perform again soon. Well done to all students 
involved.”

YEAR 8 student, Bethany Apps has recently 
achieved her Grade 2 Flute certificate.
Bethany said, “I was interested in learning to 
play the flute as it is an interesting instrument 
and not so many people play the flute. I have 
lessons in school and I practice 4/5 times per 
week. I am now working towards my Grade 3.”
 
Year 11 student, Samuel Caskie has recently 
achieved his Grade 7 exam in the trombone. 
Samuel has been playing since year 4 in 
Primary School. He still has the same teacher. 
He said, “I enjoy playing the trombone It is 
something I will continue to do when I leave 
school as a hobby.”

In addition to passing his Grade 7 trombone 
exam last year, Samuel also went busking 
with his friend, Adam (who plays the saxo-
phone), performed frosty the snowman on bass 
trombone, dressed as frosty the snowman (with 
WCB Youth Band).
 
He also went to B:Music Jazzlines summer 
school, where he got to play alongside, and 
learn from professional jazz musicians and 
he has sung and played bass trombone with 
Worcestershire Youth Jazz Orchestra (WYJO). 
Inspirations: Fred Wesley, Wycliffe Gordon for 
7 years.

22 YEAR 11 Health & Social Care students 
completed their first aid training to support a 
key piece of coursework, and to gain valuable 
life skills. 

Students were trained and assessed in current 
first aid procedures. This included CPR, using 
the very latest technology; digital resuscitation 
dummies, which showed the success of the 
application of the procedure on an App, with 
many students achieving 99% effectiveness, and 
Mia Harding hitting 100%!

All students engaged well, and it was a great 
practical way to learn, with students comment-
ing that they had really enjoyed the session. 

Thanks go to John Fogarty from JPF First Aid, 
a multi-award winning, Midlands-based first aid 
training provider.

Comments from students:
“That was brilliant, thank you to the school for 
organising it, it was really interesting.”

ARE you looking to try something new? Are 
you free Wednesday after school till 4pm? If 
you are, come along and join us – even bring a 
friend!

This is what our current students think about 
Book Club:

Nadia Walaszczyk (Y9): The book club reminds 
me how I love books and how interesting and 
fascinating they are. I have made many good 
friends too. 

The last book we read was called ‘The Sad 
Ghost Club’ and the book is really relatable and 
it’s really realistic. It reminds me of society and 
I really liked the book as it’s also fascinating!
 
Daisy Lowe (Y10): I like book club because it 
reminds me how much I like reading. The book 
we've recently read is called The Sad Ghost 
Club (which you can borrow from the library) 
and it's about struggling with mental health 
and I would recommend it to people who read 
graphic novels or people who don't like reading 
because it doesn't have many words so you can 
read it quickly.

Rachel Collins (Y8): I love book club as it is an 
amazing time to chill, read a book, eat snacks 
and enjoy and make friends. You have so many 
opportunities to talk about books you like and 
get to know the teachers, librarians and students 
from different year groups. It is a lovely place to 
be and I strongly recommend to everyone. The 
people here are really nice and very welcoming 
so come and join us and have fun.      
   
Zunera Zahoor (Y8): I think the books we have 
read these two years have been, mostly, great! 
While the books have been great to read and 
it's wonderful to read books you may have not 

normally read, the atmosphere is even bet-
ter - while that may be the biscuits talking - the 
people that come make great, yet unusual, 
conversation. And you'll always make some 
great friends.

Phoebe Ward-Smith (Y11): We have read this 
year ‘The Sad Ghost Club’ which is a graphic 
novel and is about ghosts and features themes 
like anxiety. It has a cool art style and features 
some characters like Pocket and Fred - it was an 
enjoyable read!

Isbah Ahktar (Y8): What I like about book club 
is that you read together. It is a good way to 
know your likes and dislikes in what you read 
and connect over books. I also like how we 
don't just get out a book and read, but we do 
many things like a book Secret Santa and eat!
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Music Achievements Who will win the 2023 
Champions League?                
Mikaeel Sheikh-Ali
YEAR 7

Manchester City are the favourites
to win with Bayern Munich right behind
them. Real Madrid and Liverpool are also
The favourites whilst Real Madrid 1st and 
Liverpool 2nd of their table. Manchester City 
are the favourites to win with a 20.7% chance 
to win.

The stats: 
Most goals of the season so far is Mbappe and 
Mo Salah with 7 goals. Coming up next with 
the 2nd most amount of goals Haaland, Peirott, 
Gonçalo Ramos, Taremi, Oršić, Rafa Silva, Le-
wandowski and Boniface with a total of 5 goals. 
The most yellow cards of the season so far is 
Onyedika with a total of 6 Yellow cards.

When do the knockout stages of the Champi-
ons League start?
Quarter-finals: 11/12 & 18/19 April 2023
Semi-finals: 9/10 & 16/17 May 2023
Final: 10 June 2023

What do the Champions League winners get?
In this season’s 2022-23 Champions League, 
success in the competition, including a perfect 
group stage run, would see £68,569,500.00 go 

to the winner. They also get the UEFA Cham-
pions League trophy that is worth £8,000. The 
trophy stands 73.5cm tall and weighs 7.5kg.

Where to watch the Champions League 
fixtures?
BT Sport will allow you to watch all the UCL 
football matches across BT Sport 1, BT Sport 2 
and BT Sport 3 for free! 

5 Interesting facts! 
• Real Madrid and Porto have never lost in the 
final
• The referees most often sent off players in 
matches against Barcelona (29 times)
• Players of 124 nationalities played in matches
•  Glasgow Rangers V Unira - the game with the 
most own goals (3 -20.10.2009)
• The biggest victory in the history of the tour-
nament – Liverpool V Besiktas 8:0 (06.11.2007)
upcoming Champions League finals
2023: Atatürk Olympic Stadium, Istanbul
2024: Wembley Stadium, London
2025: Fussball Arena München, Munich

BasketBall Success
YEAR 7 and 8 Basketball 3x3 event students 
from Year 7 and Year 8 took part in a basketball 
3x3 event held at Worcester Arena on Thursday 
January 5th 2023. The event was organised 
and lead by coaches and players from Worces-
ter Wolves Basketball Club. All the students 
showed excellent teamwork and attitude against 
other schools from across the West Midlands. 
All four teams picked up wins throughout the 
day, with one of our Year 7 teams getting 2nd 
place in their group! 

Year 9/10 Basketball team win the rematch! 
Nunnery Wood basketball team from both Year 
9 and Year 10 won their anticipated rematch 
with The River School at home on January 19th. 

Final score was 34-26. New additions to the 
squad have helped strengthen the team. A good 
defensive display helped keep the lead. 
Well done team!

NWHS U14s Basketball District and County 
finalists 2023
Our U14s basketball team firstly competed in 
the Droitwich & Worcester City District School 
tournament on 17th January held at Blessed 
Edward Oldcorne Catholic College. Gaining 
wins in the group stage against Tudor Grange 
and King’s School to get to the final! Nunnery 
Wood competed against Christopher Whitehead 
narrowly losing 14-12.

Our performance in the District round earned 
Nunnery Wood a place in the Worcestershire 
County Finals held at Bromsgrove School on 
24th January. Competing alongside five other 
schools from across the county. Having got 
through the group stage, we had a huge win 
in the semi-final against a strong Bromsgrove 
School team winning 18-12! 

Nunnery Wood then faced Christopher Whitehe-
ad in a repeat final from the district tournament, 
with a game away from entering the regional 
stage of the tournament. Nunnery Wood unfor-
tunately lost a tightly contested match, but fin-
ishing runners up in the county. They performed 
amazingly well having only assembled the team 

two weeks prior! Eight of the squad are in year 
9 and two from year 8. More basketball oppor-
tunities are to follow for this year group!

Year 7 and Year 8 basketball tournament 
winners
Basketball teams in Year 7 and Year 8 competed 
in a tournament hosted by Bishop Perowne 
School on the 19th and 26th January. They com-
peted against Bishop Perowne, Tudor Grange 
and Christopher Whitehead in a 3v3 style 
tournament. Nunnery had four teams battling it 
out across four courts. Both teams won their age 
group tournaments with Year 8 amazingly going 
undefeated! Good team and individual perfor-
mances were displayed!

Were The Moon Landings 
Real?
Isabella Butler, Zara Wakefield, Wilfred Dukes 
& Kyra Sampson
YEAR 7

The world is divided by the majority of the 
people thinking different opinions about the first 
landings on the moon.

The moon landings has turned into a conspiracy 
theory, but some of you may be asking: what is 
a conspiracy theory?

A conspiracy theory is an idea that some people 
think is real and some people think otherwise. 
Neither of the sides have more evidence than 
the other to back their reasons up so it leaves 
many people wondering the truth.

So, here is your teachers’ ideas on the concept.

Did Armstrong take a ‘giant leap for mankind’, 
or was it just one small step in the world of liars

Miss Speechley says, “The moon landings were 
real because there is lots of evidence to explain 
this, however it was quite convenient that it 
happened when it did at the height of the Cold 
War between the USA and the USSR which 
helps us to understand why some people may 
believe the conspiracy theory.”

Mr McDonald says, “Yes, they definitely 
happened because they got a laser beam, put 
a marker on the moon and they calculated the 
speed of the distance to the moon. There is 
scientific evidence to back it up as if they had 
not landed on the moon they couldn’t have put 
the beam on.”

Mr Pirrie says, “Yes, they did because the evi-
dence strongly suggests that the people involved 
were highly trained astronauts that dedicated 
their lives to space exploration and the US 
spent billions of dollars developing a space 
programme. The moon landings was one of the 
most significant moments in human history.”

To finish off, there is a photo of the men on the 
moon at the back of the classroom in HI3. This 
was possible because some cameras print out 
the photographs taken immediately so it could 
be taken back down to Earth.



NUNNERY SPORT
AUTUMN TERM 2022
Term Starts - 7th September (Year 7 Only)
     - 8th September (rest of school)
Half Term - 24th October - 28th October 
Term Ends - 16th December

SPRING TERM 2022 
Term Starts - 3rd January
Half Term - 20th February - 24th February 
Term Ends - 31st March

SUMMER TERM 2022
Term Starts - 17th April
Half Term - 29th May - 2nd June
Term Ends - 21st July

OTHER DATES
Good Friday - 7th April 2023
Easter - 10th April 2023
May Day - 1st May 2023
Whitsun Bank Holiday - 29th May 2023

INSET DAYS
5th & 6th September 2022
2nd December 2022
24th & 25th July 2023

Term dates - 2022 / 23

School Shop
The Finance Office have a wide range of items 
for sale, including stationery, equipment and 
revision guides. 

The Finance Office is open...
Monday to Thursday:
 8.15am till 3.30pm  
Friday:
 8.30am till 3.15pm 
 
Our current price list is as follows:

Stationery
Pen     10p
Pencil     10p
Ruler 6”     10p
Ruler 12”     15p
Rubber     5p
Protractor    10p
Set Square    10p
Compass    25p
Small Pencil Case   85p
Art Pencil Set   £1
Stationery Set   £2
Art Sketchbook A3   £3
Art Sketchbook A4   £2
Student Planners   £4.50
16GB Memory Stick  £3.30
Calculator   £8.40
Year 11 Tie   £3.20
Water Bottle   £1

Revision guides only available on ParentPay

On Tuesday 7th February, the year 10 and 11 
boys travelled to Bromsgrove school to com-
pete in the County badminton championships. 
They had qualified for this through winning the 
local district competition, beating local schools. 

The boys got off to a strong start by beating 
Prince Henrys school 5-0 in sets. The second 
match was against The Chase and was a much 
closer game! The boys lost 4-1 but this is not a 
true reflection of how the game went! 2 of the 
sets went down to a deciding point. However, 
this meant that they made it through to the 3rd 
vs 4th place match. The boys went on to win 
this convincingly 4-1, meaning they finished 
3rd overall in the county which is an amazing 
achievement! 

Well done to Isaac Perks, Liyang Chen, Jacob 
Alexander and Abdul Albak, they did them-
selves and the school proud!

KS4 Boys 
Badminton

Capture The 
Flag!

Girls Football Success
NUNNERY Wood High girls’ football teams 
have had a fantastic start to the school year. The 
Year 10 & 11 team recently won a football tour-
nament, which was hosted by Nunnery Wood 
High School.

Miss Wright, P.E teacher who leads the team 
said, “A huge congratulations to the team. The 
competition was very tough. The girls were 
playing against other very strong schools. The 
year 11 girls have been playing together since 
year 7 and their energy, passion and skill never 
ceases to amaze me. Our captain Grace Brom-
age leads by example on the pitch, communi-
cating with the team and sharing her fantastic 
football knowledge. Zoe Bloss and Amy 
Faulkner have energy levels through the roof - I 
would not want the job of marking them! We 
have seen some fantastic goals this season but 
two highlights so far have been from Ruby 
Angeli and Zoe Bloss. Both from outside of the 
box. Unstoppable! I also want to give praise to 

Tasmia Ali, whose commitment to the team has 
been outstanding.

The Year 7 & 8 girls’ football team won a tour-
nament, which took place in November 2022 at 
The Chase in Malvern. They played against, and 
won all six teams matches.

Miss Wright said, “Our new Year 7 girls have 
made a big impact in our U13 team. Shout out 
to Lexi Williams, Ella Haywood, Erin Schaus, 
Natasha Lydra and Mariam Abdallatif whose 
commitment to girls’ football has not gone 
unnoticed. Our year 8 girls have come on leaps 
and bounds since year 7. They have grown in 
confidence and their knowledge of the game has 
made a big impact on our game play. Although 
not in the photo, Emily Gromski and Pheobe 
Fellows (year 8) have worked tirelessly for our 
team and are both great role models to our year 
7 girls. Well done girls and keep up the good 
work!”

YEAR 7 girls had great fun in their PE lesson 
playing Capture the Flag. Teams hid flags from 
each other, to be captured by their opponent 
without being caught.

Golden Girl Caitlyn Wise
Year 11 student Caitlyn Wise has become a na-
tional champion in boxing and now set to move 
to the international stage after being crowned 
NABCS National Champion after beating the 
reigning champion Cuddy Thomas from the 
same amateur gym that produced Anthony 
Joshua.

Caitlyn boxes at Worcester City Amateur Box-
ing Club and she has now made history as she 
has become the first junior female boxer from 
the club to win a national title. We are all very 
excited to see what Caitlyn achieves next and 
wish her the best of luck.


