
NUNNERY NEWS
      December 2022  Issue 44   www.nunnerywood.worcs.sch.uk  @NunneryWoodHS

STUDENT LED NEWSPAPER

P5 P10 P19

AS 2022 draws to a close, as a school commu-
nity we can celebrate all of the achievements 
and highlights from one extremely busy year! 
In just one year we have seen students go from 
strength to strength, not only academically 
but through participating in all of the extra 
opportunities that are on offer to them each and 
every day at Nunnery Wood. Since January of 
this year,  students have had the opportunity to 
sign up for trips to Italy, Spain, skiing, the Bat-
tlefields of France and Belgium as well as visits 
to London, sporting events, theatre productions 
and dance shows. They have also had the op-
portunity to show off their talents in the many 
performances organised in school that include 
music, dance and drama. Sporting fixtures are a 
regular feature of life at Nunnery Wood and we 
are proud of all of the students who participate 
and compete to represent the school. Many of 
our students are extremely talented and compete 
or perform at regional or even national level. 
Nunnery Wood is able to offer opportunities 
to all students outside of their usual lessons. 
Performance  groups have been in to school and 
we have continued to work closely with our 

wider community, including local charities such 
as St Richard’s Hospice. We have also success-
fully competed in STEM and Cyber events. 
Back in the summer we won ‘Best in Show’ 
at Worcester Carnival in a week that saw all 
KS3 students enjoy two full days of  trips and 
activities, experiencing national attractions such 
as Drayton Manor, or smaller and more local 
attractions. All Year 10 students experienced 
life in the world of work as they ventured out 
on their work experience placements. We are 
also extremely fortunate that investment in new 
facilities and technology has continued so that 
we continue to be able to offer the best educa-
tion to all students.

The final week of term in 2022 has been ex-
tremely busy, through hosting a festive party for 
local OAPs, Christmas  performance assemblies 
and our traditional Carol Concert. The Soul 
Band and choir also got into the festive spirit 
when they performed at the Worcester Victorian 
Christmas Fayre. The year group Christmas tree 
decorating competition got very intense. The 
winner is revealed on page 9. Perhaps the most 

impressive feature of life at Nunnery Wood is 
the commitment, dedication, hard work and 
kindness that is demonstrated each and every 
day by students, staff, trustees and parents to al-
low our students to flourish and succeed. Bring 
on 2023!

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!

YEAR 9 YEAR 7

YEAR 11 YEAR 8 YEAR 10 Worcester Catheral Entry - Page 9
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A Message from Miss Speechley...

Festive Farewell

Head Boy & 
Head Girl

The news team has had great fun bringing this 
edition to you. Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to this issue. The team is growing 
week by week and it is fantastic to be able to 
welcome new journalists to the team. As you 

will see it is jam packed full of achievements, 
events, trips, sports and so much more.  We 
have of course set aside a section for Christmas 
with a focus on what teachers get up to over the 
festive period. We tried to solve the argument 

of which Christmas movie is the best, but it 
remains highly contested! This term has been 
extremely busy and we hope that you enjoy 
reading all about it in this issue. As always, 
please let us know what you think and of any 

stories that you think we should cover. Have 
a fantastic Christmas and New Year, we look 
forward to bringing you more stories and news 
in 2023.

Mr Poll
It’s been a blast getting to make friends and 
work with some amazing pupils at Nunnery 
Wood. My wife and I are going to open a new 
coffee shop in Winchcombe and start a new 
adventure together. I wish everyone here all the 
very best wherever their journey takes them.

Miss Green
After starting working at Nunnery Wood as an 
Apprentice and then becoming a permanent 
member of the Admin team, it is time for me 

to move on to my next challenge at Acorns 
Children’s Hospice.  I have thoroughly enjoyed 
my 3 years here and will look back on my time 
working in such a supportive and vibrant com-
munity with fondness.

Mr Chance
Having been at the school for 11 Years I’ve seen 
a lot of changes and a lot of School history. Ive 
had the chance to meet and work with some 
many wonderful members of staff in premises, 
systems and all around the school. However, 
I’ve recently got the chance, and come to the 

conclusion that it is time follow a dream of 
mine in going into business for myself to be in 
control of my own worklife; so I am leaving 
to follow that dream of becoming a plasterer. 
Leaving a place I’ve worked at and lived in 
for so long will be strange and I will miss the 
people around the school, however the new 
adventure and refreshing freedom is something 
I am so looking foward to. 

I want to wish everyone all the best and say a 
massive thank you to all that have supported me 
and premises over the years.  

Mr Powell “Thank you for your support”

New Modern Foreign Language Centre
Over the past term, students have been taking 
different routes around the school while our 
new language centre was completed. The new 
centre is now complete, on time and ready for 
teaching to start in January. There will be five 
classrooms and a breakout area, all fitted with 
state of the art IT. Now, MFL is at the heart of 
Nunnery both in terms of location and also in 
terms of our ambitions for Nunnery students. 
We believe that learning a language opens up 
other cultures, puts our students on a par with 
the best qualified in the country and prepares 
them to be successful on an international stage. 
With great summer examination results and 
some exciting overseas trips planned, MFL will 
go from strength to strength.

Cultures Day
As part of our SMSC programme, later this year 

students will be engaging in a culture day when 
the rich experiences and cultures of our commu-
nity can be celebrated. Look out for opportuni-
ties for parents and carers to get involved and 
support us in appreciating the variety of beliefs 
and identifies that make us so strong together.

Free Activities and Clubs!
You’ll see in this edition just how many op-
portunities are on offer to our students and how 
they are thriving in competitions, sports events 
and school activities – sometimes at a national 
level. These additional experiences school life 
that can transform lives. At the moment, just 
over half of our students attend regular activi-
ties or clubs. January sees a relaunch of the 
wide range on offer; Mrs Scoby has been giving 
assemblies on this theme. Our website contains 
information on the range we offer and in school, 
daily notices list the range on offer. Please give 

your child a nudge to get out of their comfort 
zone and try something new. It will never be 
this easy to explore their talents and interests.

Thank you, as ever, for your support this term. I 
wish you all a happy and restful festive season.

Gabriel Boxall & Sophie Cockeram
Head Boy & Head Girl

It’s been another busy half-term here at 
Nunnery Wood! We’ve been getting into the 
festive spirit over the last few weeks, and our 
countdown to the holidays has brought about 
many different events here at school. One that 
proved to be highly successful was our annual 
Carol Service, where we enjoyed a fantastic 
performance from the choir, orchestra, and brass 
band. Of course, many thanks to the fabulous 
Year 11 prefects who gave readings. Not only 
did the choir help out at the carol service, but 
they also showed off their festive songs at the 
Victorian Christmas Fayre in town (along with 
Soul band), as well as carolling at St Richard’s 
Hospice. Our Year 10 dancers have also been 
getting into the Christmas spirit with some 
delightful performances at our OAP Christmas 
party: it was a triumphant occasion thanks to the 
generous Year 10 helpers, and it was a memo-
rable afternoon to all of the guests. Finally, 
we would like to congratulate all those that 
completed their mock exams over the last few 
weeks, and we hope the students on the trip to 
Llanrug had an exciting week away. We wish 
you all a spectacular festive season and we look 
forward to seeing you after the holidays!
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Season of Giving 

Santa Dash for St Richards

Students and staff have been collecting food 
items in collaboration with The charity commu-
nity champion at Tesco’s in Warndon. They are 
working alongside charity partners the Trussell 
Trust and FareShare. The donations can make a 
real difference to families who find this time of 
year particularly challenging.
The Russell Trust supports a nationwide net-
work of food banks and provides emergency 
food and support to people locked in poverty. 
They also campaign for change to end the need 
for food banks in the UK.

In the UK, more than 14 million people are liv-
ing in poverty – including 4.5 million children. 
This organisation supports more than 1,200 
food bank centres in the UK to provide a mini-
mum of three days’ nutritionally-balanced emer-

gency food to people who have been referred in 
crisis, as well as support to help people resolve 
the crises they face.
FareShare is the UK’s national network of 
charitable food redistributors, made up of 18 in-
dependent organisations. They take good quality 
surplus food from right across the food industry 
and get it to nearly 9,500 frontline charities and 
community groups.

The food they redistribute is nutritious and 
good to eat. It reaches charities across the UK, 
including school breakfast clubs, older people’s 
lunch clubs, homeless shelters, and community 
cafes. Every week we provide enough food to 
create almost a million meals for vulnerable 
people.

Year 9 student, Cameron Barnfield ran a great 
race when he recently took part in the St Rich-
ard’s Hospice Cupcake Chase.
 
The race took place on Saturday 22nd October. 
Participants ran either a 5km or a 10km route 
before claiming their cupcake treat and their 
themed medals.
 
Cameron said, “I enjoyed the day and I ran my 
race in 32 minutes and 45 seconds. I was first in 
my group. “
 
Cameron’s Dad also ran the race.
 
A total of 169 people took part and collectively 
raised £4,315.

Sweet Success for Cameron

Charity Events

The charity committee has met regularly 
throughout the term and have been very suc-
cessful in promoting good causes and raising 
money.

St Richards Hospice is our chosen charity to 
support. We had the pleasure of Ria joining us 
from hospice who presented us with a cheque 
for all the money our community raised last 
year for them. Fundraising Manger, Ria, also 
joined our charity committee meeting where she 
helped us come up with lots of exciting ideas 
for next term- keep you eye out for how you can 
get involved.

Wooden hearts
Charity committee has been busy making wood-
en hearts for St. Richards Hospice. The hearts 
are provided to the patients and their families to 
help them stay connected.

Carols
Our pupils have been busy supporting St Rich-
ards Hospice this Christmas, Nunnery Choir 
went to St Richards Hospice garden to sing to 
patients, their families and staff. It was a beauti-
ful winter’s day and the choir sung with all their 
hearts, it was magical.
 
SRH Festive lunch
Some members of our Charity committee have 
been very busy helping at the St Richards Fes-
tive Lunch at the Bank house hotel. They were 
busy selling Christmas decorations, wooden 
platters, painted canvas and the new NHWS 
calendar. Raising over £200 pounds for St 
Richards Hospice!
 

Birthday with a Difference!
Mr Chambers completed the Great South 10 
mile Run at the end of October.

He said, “I had wanted a new challenge so for 
my birthday, my partners parents bought me an 
entry. I trained with my partner’s Mum as, she 
has done many long distance running events 
including the London Marathon. My longest run 
previously was 13 km. We started training at 
one 4 mile run in a week at the end of July and 
the end of September I was running on average 
15 miles a week with two 4 mile runs and a 
long run on the weekend. We both completed 
the run and I beat my original target of 1:45:00 
by nearly 4 minutes finishing in 1:41:12. I hope 
to keep distance running and I’m looking which 
event to enter next.”

Reverse Advent
Freya Harrison
YEAR 8

YEAR 8, Freya Harrison has been counting 
down to Christmas with a difference this year. 

Non-perishable, in-date food is donated by the 
public at a range of places, such as schools, 
churches, and businesses, as well as super-
market collection points. It is then sorted into 
emergency food parcels by more than 28,000 
volunteers, to be given to people in crisis.
Worcester Foodbank has made a plea to peo-

ple’s festive goodwill as the charity braces itself 
for its busiest ever Christmas. With less than a 
few weeks to go until Christmas Day, foodbank 
is once again urging organisations to support its 
Reverse Advent Calendar appeal. Rather than 
tucking into a chocolate one. (or as well as!)
My brother and I are doing the reverse advent 
this year and I strongly think you should too. 
What you have to do is everyday buy something 
for the foodbank under a pound. In the end, you 
will have 25 pounds worth of food/health items 
for the foodbank. We think it is a very good idea 
and a perfect way to help the less fortunate at 
Christmas.

Mrs Telger, Mrs Van Der Kleijn and Mrs Kin-
nersley braved sub zero temperatures to take 
part in this years 5km Santa Dash to raise funds 
for St Richards Hospice. Despite the cold, hun-
dreds of runners took part all dressed in Santa 
suits. The participants were able to run, jog or 
walk the distance. 

The Event saw over 300 people participate 
including, dogs! It began with a warm up at 
Worcestershire County Cricket Club, as the 
Santa’s warmed up to Christmas tunes whilst 
they got in the Christmas spirit to prepare for 
the race. The course extended from the cricket 
ground to Diglis bridge before looping back 
along the South Key. The falling snow gave 
an especially Christmas feel but despite the 
cold the crowds still turned out to cheer on the 
runners. It was a fantastic race. One we hope to 
repeat again next year.
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Pershore College Visit

Letter from Sir David Attenborough

In October 40 students got a fantastic opportu-
nity to visit Pershore College. This is the second 
year our Eco club has entered and won the trip 
as a prize at the Worcester Show.  

Students have worked hard all year working on 
the garden growing a wide variety of vegetables 
and fruit. The judges were really impressed with 
the new additions including a newly created 
pond, and the scones with homegrown straw-
berries.  

Students spent the day at the college exploring 
and taking part in several activities including 
sports, horticulture, veterinary, and health and 
social skills. One area of fascination was the 
state of the art Agri Tech Research Centre where 
they got to plant some seeds in the hydroponics 
area. Over the last few weeks the college have 
been sending us regular updates in the progress 
of the plants. 

Elizabeth Lee, Year 8
“We had the chance to take part in 2 of 4 differ-

ent activities. I chose to take part in the animal 
care section which was great because we got to 
learn about sugar glider mice.
The second activity I took part in was the plant 
discovery. There was a massive indoor machine 
inside a large incubator where they grow plants 
all year round. It was interesting as they showed 
us how, by adjusting the colour of the lighting, 
the plants adapt differently. I love anything 
which involves helping the environment and 
Pershore college really promotes the care of the 
environment.”

Zinah Steers, Year 9
“I really liked the trip. I took part in a P.E ses-
sion. I also took part in the session about verti-
cal farming. This was a completely new experi-
ence for me and I found it really interesting. I 
am interested in the environment and particular 
marine biology, which is what I would like to 
do as a career.”

Michaela Cartwright, Year 7
“We were split into groups and my first session 

was a football game. I hadn’t played football 
before and my teacher said I was really good at 
it. We then went into a large greenhouse where 
they grew plants in a different way.  It was re-
ally interesting, but I was scared of the spiders! 
They planted pots on the bottom and then kept 
adding other plants on top until it grew really 
high. We also had a go at planting some plants 
ourselves using a different product to soil. We 
had to wear gloves to protect ourselves.”

Year 8 student Freya Harrison was so inspired 
by the work of Sir David Attenborough that she 
decided to write to him. She was thrilled when 
she received a hand written reply from him. 
This has inspired her further to continue to do 
what she can to protect the environment and 
promote a more sustainable future.

5 facts about Sir David Attenborough:
1. There are at least 18 plants and animals 
named after him
2. He gifted the world televised snooker.
3. He’s the only winner of a bafta in black and 
white, colour, 
Hd & 3d television.
4. If he could be any animal, he’d be a sloth
5. He has 32 university degrees.
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Trotshill Community Orchard 

COP27 at Nunnery Wood 

Feeding the Birds

Queens Green 
Canopy

Eco club students have been helping out and 
about in the community.
In November 11 students went to clear and tidy 
up at Trotshill Community Orchard. They spent 
their time clearing brambles ahead of Winter 
and making the fruit trees more accessible to the 
public for the Spring. 
Trotshill Community Orchard Project has 
been created to generate interest in a neglected 
orchard, part of Trotshill Copse, alongside reju-
venating the fruit trees back into production for 
the benefit of people and wildlife.
The area of orchard restored is about 20 years 
old, and was planted buy volunteers as part of 
the Warndon Villages housing development. 

The trees are just entering their truly productive 
years, but were in need of pruning and rescuing 
from bramble encroachment. Local volunteers, 
with support from Transition Worcester Orchard 
Workers and Worcester City Council, have 
made a start to clear the Orchard of the worst 
bramble and scrub. 

If you would like to help out, volunteers meet 
on the 3rd Saturday of each month, from 10:00 
until 13:00 by the steps on Trotshill Lane East. 
Tasks will vary with the seasons. All Welcome! 
Some tasks, e.g. Pruning training, have limited 
spaces, but for most sessions there is no need 
to book.

Earlier in the year our Eco students helped to 
plant a tree outside Waitrose on behalf of the 
Queen’s Green canopy. 

This month the students have been invited back 
for the important event of adding the plaque to 
commemorate the ocassion. 

Students have been following the events at 
COP27 throughout November here at Nunnery 
wood. 

Our Year 8 and 10 eco reps along with members 
of the Eco clubs joined in with a mixture of 
Youth Summit live lessons hosted by the organi-
sation Transform Our World. This was a series 
of youth led interactive workshops all around 

power and how to use it to create a better world. 
In addition to this we are very lucky to have our 
own youth summit representative as a school – 
Jonathan Wheatley from Year 9.  

You can find out more and see Jonathan’s con-
tributions here 
https://www.transform-our-world.org/events/
transform-our-world-youth-summit-2022

Eco club have been hard at work creating 
birdfeeders for the nature trail. They used two 
different designs. 

The first was made from pumpkins after Hal-
loween. 

Simply cut your pumpkin in half, add some 
sticks through the sides for the birds to sit on 

then fill with birdseed and other goodies. Attach 
to the tree with some string strung around the 
outside. 

The second design is one you might like to 
try at home. Collect some pinecones, tie some 
string to the end then cover your pinecone in 
peanut butter. Now roll in birdseed and hang up 
for the birds to enjoy.    
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Victorian Christmas Fayre

Dance Workshop
An amazing year 10 GCSE dance workshop 
with Flexus Dance Collective. The pupils were 
put through their paces for a 5 hour intensive 
session with the company. The year 10 GCSE 
dancers were fantastic and working so hard 
from beginning to end.

THE Worcester Victorian Christmas Fayre 
gave the Nunnery Soul Band and the choir the 
perfect opportunity to perform to a crowd. They 

sounded incredible as they performed a set of 
favourites with some Christmas classics. Con-
gratulations to everyone who participated.

Key stage 3 and 4 students had the opportunity 
to perform on stage to an audience . It was the 
chance to showcase the talents that they have 
and gain experience of a live performance. Miss 
Harper said, “It was a wonderful evening full of 
talent and the students played brilliantly. Well 
done to everyone involved.” There are many 
opportunities available in the music department, 
why not pop along and see how you can get 
involved.

Performance Evening
RGS Music Workshop
Talented musicians from Nunnery Wood were 
able to visit RGS Worcester to attend a music 
workshop. This provided them with the oppor-
tunity to perform with other talented musicians 
and attend masterclasses from experts. The 
students gained a huge amount from the day and 
thoroughly enjoyed the day.

In their drama lessons, all students get to per-
form in our state of the art Theatre.
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Rememberance Day 2022
STUDENTS from all year groups spent a 
week reflecting on and discussing Remem-
brance. They considered what it means to them 
personally and why as a nation we observe it.  
Throughout the week of 4th-11th November, 
all KS3 history lessons explored the various 
aspects of remembrance and the significance of 
wearing a poppy, encouraging discussions and 
debates across the curriculum. Assemblies were 
delivered to all students and each form group 
had the opportunity to participate in remem-
brance themed activities. Although remem-
brance began after World War One, students 
have looked at the impact of other wars and acts 
of terrorism since then. They have considered 
how remembrance has changed over time in 
what we remember and how we remember. It 

provides us with an opportunity to explore a 
range of issues across the curriculum that are 
relevant and topical to our students. The school 
held a two minute silence and Sam Caskie, Year 
11 played The Last Post. Many of our students 
and staff took part in events outside of school to 
mark the important occasion. Miss Speechley, 
who organised the events, said, "We always 
set aside time in history lessons to ensure that 
students are fully aware of what remembrance 
is and the real meaning of it. They are able to 
explore the history of it and how it has changed 
as we have seen further wars and acts of terror-
ism. So many students have family stories that 
they love to share and it is a way of us coming 
together as a school community to observe this 
important time."

Jake Barnwell, Year 9,  Noah Barrington and 
Izzy Wilson Year 8 attend the 1st Worcester 
scout group. They have attended for over 5 
years now. They participated in the Remem-
brance Service, which took place on Sunday 
13th November. 

Jake said, “I really enjoy being part of the 
Scouts. It is like a brotherhood, a family. I felt 
proud to take part in the service and represent 
the Scouts. It is important to commemorate and 
honour those who died and helped in all wars 
and to consider how they and their families 
have been affected."

Noah said, “It was a real honour to lay a wreath 
on behalf of the scouts. I felt proud to do this 

for the second time. We have to wear our smart 
dress uniform and of course all wore a poppy."

Izzy said, "We went to the police HQ to parade 
first and then to the church. We paraded down 
the road and then attended the service. There 
were flag bearers, speeches and readings. I have 
never missed a parade as it is very important to 
me."

Many other students took part in commemorat-
ing Remembrance. Year 9 student Levi Adusei-
Hillel had 2 minutes of silence at his football 
match on Remembrance Sunday. Mrs Kurkus 
attended a remembrance parade with her chil-
dren Noah and Daisy. 

Henry Welsby

Charlie Askew

Jake Barnwell & Noah Barrington Noah, Daisy & Mrs Kurkus
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BBC Inspires Young Journalist with Careers Visit

FOLLOWING the hugely successful visit from 
the BBC last term, the organisation returned to 
host a session on careers. Students from Nun-
nery High were treated to a very special visit 
from 6 guest speakers recently as part of the 
BBC Share you story project.

The project aims to inspire young people to 
achieve their career goals and help realise their 
ambitions.

We were delighted that the BBC could come in 
to discuss careers with all of our students as part 
of our extesnsive careers programme.

A total of 35 BBC presenters, 150 BBC staff 
storytellers, 300 career panellists and 100 BBC 
stars will take part in the sessions. Some of the 
famous faces visiting their former secondary 
schools or schools in their local area to share 
their stories, James Stirling, BBC 100 Execu-
tive Editor, adds: “It’s encouraging to see young 
people feeling positive about their futures after 
a challenging few years. However, nearly three-
quarters say they want more support and advice 
to help them with their next steps.

One of the guest speakers at Nunnery High was 
former Hanley Castle pupil, George Clelan who 
was invited to speak to children in and around 
the county about his career as a storyteller.

Better known by his stage name Clezza, the 
rapper met with students at Nunnery Wood, The  
Chase, and Wolverley CE.

"I felt honoured to be approached by the BBC 

and asked to speak to the younger generation 
about the importance of storytelling,” said 
Clezza.

"It was such a great feeling being able to go and 
speak to the children about creative roles that 
they could get into for work.

“When I was at school we would only have 
talks from the Army and more academic influ-
ences which of course isn't for everyone."

Students had the chance to with the guests and 
share their own stories, in whichever format 
they wished.

Clezza added: “All of the panellists across the 
week were amazing and the children enjoyed 
seeing clips of what each of us done for work.
“I showed a clip of a music video with a new 
unreleased track, and the children loved it!
"Of course telling them I was a rapper, when 
it came to questions for the panellists, every 
single year group asked me to perform a rap 
freestyle! Which I was more than happy to give 
them!"

Clezza’s creative career began during his school 
days at Hanley Castle, starting as funny lines 
he’d say in class to make his friends laugh.
Since then he has developed his work into full 
tracks, often taking inspiration from challenges 
and difficulties he has faced through his life.
Molly Tyrrell Year 10 said, “It was interesting to 
hear different peoples’ career paths and it inspir-
ing to work in journalism at the BBC.”

Anjes van der Kleijn, Year 11 said, “It was 

interesting to have an insight into career options 
at the BBC. “

Further careers support
The BBC’s careers support for students doesn’t 
end with the school tour; students will be di-
rected to the BBC Bitesize Careers site, where
they will find an ever-growing library of job

profiles to explore across all industries, along-
side careers advice and information about next 
steps in education and the world of work.

Bella Butler
YEAR 7
 

RECENTLY we celebrated Anti-Bullying Week. 
This year, the theme was “Reach Out”. 
This phrase could mean many things to different 
people depending on what you personally infer 
it as because everyone has a different opinion. 
The main point of learning about it is to urge 
people not to bystand but to stand up against 
people bullying another.

Bullying, whether online or in person, can be 
many things such as:

• Harassment;
• Calling names;
• Physically or verbally harming someone;

Bullying is, in a very simple definition, some-
one being mean to someone else continuously 
and knowing that they are stronger. This can be 
a group of people or just one person.
To coclude, if you see someone being bullied, 
don’t stand to the side and watch. Stand up to 
them, or at the very least inform an adult.

Anti-Bullying Week: 
Reach Out

West End Star
Year 9 Student, Tia Agyeman, has recently 
starred in a West End Performance.

Tia, who has been a member of Stage Box 
Agency for 2 years now, recently sent in a sing-
ing audition for the star-studded west-end show.
She was successful, and went to London to 
perform alongside famous singers and TV 
celebrities on Saturday 3rd December.

Tia said, “This is something I would like to do 
as a career.”

This is an incredible achievement and we are all 
extremely proud of Tia and wish her the all the 
best on the West End!

Chasing Our Dreams
Year 7 student, Violet Higgins and her 6-year-
old dog, ‘Chase’ have been really successful in 
recent agility competitions.

Violet started training Chase during lockdown.  
And post covid, when they were able to go back 
to classes, she noticed that when Chase was in 
his training classes, he would keep barking and 
wanting to join in the agility classes next door.

In recent months, Violet and Chase, accom-
panied by Violet’s Mum have been entering 
several agility competitions around the West 
Midlands. Chase got through to the A3 Agility 
for England grand finals.

Violet said, “It was between myself and Chase 
and another girl with her dog in the 300 height 
in the junior competition and when we won the 
jumping and came second in the agility, I knew 
we were really close. We won the overall com-
petition and now we will travel to Amsterdam to 
represent England in the World Open Champi-
onships in May 2023. Myself, my Mum and my 
sponsor were so proud.”



Nunnery News // 9 

Eco Christmas
Wilfred Dukes
YEAR 7

CHRISTMAS is rapidly approaching and that’s 
a slight worry to our poor climate. So much 
wrapping paper thrown in the bin, and about 10 
MILLION turkeys die every year at Christmas! 
I bet you’d be sad if 10 million kittens die every 
year! But if you do want to have a more climate 
friendly Christmas, then here are some tips...

Reuse your wrapping paper
Wrapping paper is wasted every year and you 
can do your bit to stop this wastage by reusing 
the wrapping paper. This may seem odd but you 
can pull yourself back from your mad fury of 
wanting to open your presents and ‘carefully’ 
open your presents.
 
Christmas trees
So, is it better to cut down a Christmas tree 
every year, or having a plastic tree for every 

eight or so years? Well, it’s actually having a 
new tree each year, because the rescores used to 
make the tree has a higher load of c02 released 
than cutting down some trees, and it supporting 
forests.
 
Food
So, I’ll bet after your Christmas you have a lot 
of leftovers, you could could make some of 
these delicious recipes-instead of throwing it 
away- I’ve found…

Spicy turkey noodles - a lush little dish for after 
a filling Christmas dinner
Refried roasties- refry your leftover potatoes
Leftover pie! - shove all your Christmas lefto-
vers in one pastry bake for a lush Christmas pie!
 
So simple, Christmas can be eco-friendly, so 
why not try some ideas?
 

Teachers Favourite Christmas 
Movies

Teacher Christmas Traditions

Lilia Neath and Poppy Hope 
YEAR 10

A BIG part of our Christmas traditions is to sit 
back and enjoy a good Christmas movie. There 
was much debate about which is the best one, 
so we aimed to settle the score by asking what 
your teachers thought. Which ones do you most 
enjoy?

Teachers Favourite Christmas Films 
Ms Speechley- Elf 
Ms Bevan- Christmas Carol 

Ms Collins- Miracle on 34th Street 
Mr Dunk - The Grinch  
Ms Price - The Holiday 
Ms White - The Holiday  
Mr Kurkus - Elf  
Ms Beasley - Home Alone  
Ms Mackay - Miracle on 34th Street  
Mr Phillips - The Snowman 
Ms Hunt - Love Actually  
Ms Vickary - Love Actually  
Ms Thomas - Scrooge  
Ms Stevens - The Polar Express  
Ms Dorman - Arther Christmas 
Ms Dawson - Nightmare Before Christmas  
Ms Budge - Home Alone  
Ms Haynes - Muppets Christmas Carol 
Mr Boniface  - Elf
Mr Vernalls - Die Hard

Amelia Day, Freya Harrison & Phoebe Perks
YEAR 8

CHRISTMAS is a time of traditions and we 
wanted to find out more about what teachers do. 
We went around the school and asked what their 
favourite Christmas tradition is. We were very 
happy with our results and wanted to share them 
with you. Have a Merry Christmas!       

Ms. Dowson shared with us that she always 
watches the Muppets every year as a tradition 
with her family and she does a Secret Santa 
with them too. Every year, they have an Asian 
roast dinner instead of the traditional Christmas 
dinner which was very interesting to hear. 

Ms. Beasely kindly told us that their family has 
a Christmas games night on Christmas Eve this 
includes a game of pass the parcel with random 

gifts such as toilet paper. 

Mr. Gaylor shared that he enjoys Christmas 
caroling and of course to wear a Christmas 
jumper. 

Ms. Roe kindly shared that she has an English 
breakfast with her family on Christmas morning 
and they have a games afternoon. 

Ms Speechley always watches The Snowman 
on Christmas Eve with her daughter whilst eat-
ing lots of chocolate. 

Mrs Burren has a Christmas Eve tradition of 
having a huge table of really nice nibbles and 
food to eat whilst watching something really 
good on TV and then going to midnight mass at 
the local church to enjoy singing some carols 

Boxing day tradition will be a long dog walk 

(to walk off the huge turkey dinner eaten on 
Christmas Day) followed by a visit to  the local 
pub in the afternoon. 

Mrs Budge likes to watch Home Alone whilst 
putting up the Christmas tree. On Christmas 
morning going for a walk with everyone 
BEFORE opening up presents under the tree… 
extending the fun! 

Mr Kurkus always leaves out a Mince Pie, car-
rot and milk for Santa and Rudolph.

Christmas Tree Festival
WE are very excited to have a Christmas Tree 
on display in Worcester Cathedral as part of 
their Christmas Tree Festival.  Students decided 
on the theme of a  ‘Mindfulness Christmas 
Tree’. Key Stage 3 students designed and pro-
duced patterned shapes, then turned them into 
colourful, fabulous baubles! please pop along to 
Worcester Cathedral to visit the tree along with 
all of the other beautiful trees decorated by local 
businesses and organisations. 
 
We now have our own Nunnery Wood Charity 
calendar for 2023.  It is available to buy on Par-
ent Pay to buy for just £6.99 and will make an 
excellent Christmas present!

Evan Boxall
YEAR 7

What illness do you get if you swallow 
Christmas decorations? Tinselitis 

 Why is it getting harder to buy Advent cal-
endars? Their days are numbered! 

 How do you know when Santa’s around? 
You can always sense his presents. 

 How did Scrooge win the football game? The 
ghost of Christmas passed! 

What is an elf’s favorite sport? North-pole 
vaulting. 

Why did Rudolph get a bad report card? 
Because he went down in history. 

Joke Corner
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Christmas Card Competition
WE were delighted with both the number and 
quality of Christmas cards submitted to our 
design a card competition. Here is a selection 

of the entries with the winners to soon be an-
nounced.

Pattie W, Year 9

Aurela M, Year 11

Chloe E, Year 11

Sarah G, Year 9 Mollie S, Year 8

Nina D, Year 8

Alex D, Year 8

Aleena B, Year 8 Roselina A, Year 8 Grace P, Year 7

Macie W, Year 7

Charlotte H, Year 8
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Erin S, Year 7

Poppy C, Year 7

Chloe E, Year 11

Matilda G, Year 8 Esme B, Year 7

William B

Zuzanna K, Year 9

Amy M, Year 9
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Jeckyll and Hyde Performance

Cheltenham Literature Festival Reading 
Teacher, 
Reading 
Pupils

ON Monday 10th October, the ‘Box Clever 
Theatre’ gave two performances of Jeckyll and 
Hyde to all Year 11 students who will be cover-
ing this play in their forthcoming GSCE exams.
The performance was followed by and interac-
tive workshop on how the author, Robert Louis 
Stevenson created tension in the gothic genre 
through the characters.

The Year 11s participated in the workshop.
Mrs Kurkus said, “All students seemed really 
engaged in both the performances and the 
workshops. They asked a variety of interesting 
questions, covering the acting, the text itself 
and even the costumes. It helped the students to 
imagine how Stevenson portrays his characters. 
It was also a great opportunity for all Year 11 
students to have that cultural experience of be-
ing in a theatre, but by being in school.”

ON Friday October 14th, 30 excited and eager 
Year 7 students visited the Cheltenham Litera-
ture Festival to hear a talk about an introduction 
to the gothic genre by author, Lucy Strange.
Lucy Strange is an awarding-winning children’s 
author who is inspired by folklore and fairytales 
while combining this with historical settings 

to create gripping stories for all readers. At the 
festival, Lucy Strange spoke about her latest 
book, ‘The Ghost of Gosswater’ which has been 
described as a “classic gothic novel for begin-
ners”.
Mrs Kurkus who organized the trip said: “The 
students had a fantastic time at the festival 

and enjoyed the experience of an author talk. 
The students were engaged with what Lucy 
Strange had to say about the gothic genre and 
they asked lots of interesting questions. They 
also had time to purchase the book and have it 
signed by the author.”

READING Teacher, Reading Pupils (RTRP) is 
the The Times and The Sunday Times Chelten-
ham Literature Festival’s flagship outreach pro-
ject to develop children’s reading for pleasure.
Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indi-
cator of a child’s future success and wellbeing 
and the programme reaches pupils through their 
teachers. RTRP builds a reading community of 
teachers, giving them the time, space and inspi-
ration to (re)engage with children’s books.
This is the first year that Nunnery Wood have 
joined the project and we currently have 23 
inspired teachers from across a variety of de-
partments who are reading five books across the 
year aimed at KS3.

Mrs Kurkus, who set up the group, said: “The 
first book we have read was called ‘Tsunami 
Girl’ written by Julian Sedgwick and Chie Kut-
suwada which is a hybrid of a novel and graphic 
novel – a book that a lot of teachers wouldn’t 
have normally read. We recently met up at 
the yurt located at St Peter’s Garden Centre to 
discuss the book and how we could implement 
it into our curriculum. It was a such great op-
portunity for teachers to get together share our 
enthusiasm for reading which will have a great 
impact on our students.”

Mr Lord decided to join the reading group. He 
said, “It was a way to encourage me to read 
more frequently again and I enjoyed the group 
discussion.”
 

Real or Fake News
ON Wednesday 2nd November, Year 9 students 
had a fantastic opportunity to join an online 
workshop with the Guardian’s Behind the 
Headlines outreach programme which explored 
how students should be questioning the news 
they read online.  

The Year 9 students worked in small groups to 
research news stories using reputable internet 
sites, deciding on whether the news story was a 
fake or in fact a real news story. The students’ 
research findings were presented in the form of 
a short Instagram style film and all the Year 9 

groups did brilliantly! 

Jane Prinsley, the Education Officer at The 
Guardian Foundation, who ran the workshop 
said: “Thank you to you, your colleagues, and 
the students at Nunnery Wood for such an en-
gaging and informative Fake or for real session 
last week.  What a brilliant group - they were a 
joy to be with virtually.”    
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ON 25th November 14 Year 8 girls joined 
hundreds of other Year 8 girls at Gloucester 
University Arena for the EmPower Cyber event. 
EmPowerCyber 2022 is an event for 800 Year 
8 Girls from schools in the West Midlands. 
It provided a jam packed day of hands on 
activities covering cyber security, cryptography, 
logic and coding and networking from some 
of the very best local organisations around the 
Gloucestershire hub of cyber security. Students 
had an amazing time and left feeling energised 
and excited about the opportunities cyber and 
technology can bring them both now and in the 
future. 

Throughout the afternoon students were in-
spired about cyber security as a whole and were 
able to meet the type of companies working 
within the sector. The majority of the students 
who attended are now considering a career in 

cybersecurity.  

As part of the event, our students experienced 
flying drones, cracking complex codes with 
cryptography and using computational thinking 
to solve a wide range of problems. They also 
heard from key females working in the industry 
who spoke about their role in cyber and how it 
has positively impacted their lifestyle in terms 
of time, money and holidays. 

Our students were able to engage with the tech 
companies shown in the table  

The tech companies were blown away with 
Nunnery Wood students’ ability to solve prob-
lems effectively and work as a team. We look 
forward to working with these companies to 
further inspire our students into working within 
cyber – watch this space!

Computer Science students participated in a 
hands on day of challenges and activities at 
QinetiQ in Malvern. The Team consisited of:
Ayesha Tabassum, Harry Bloss, Bella Coombe, 
Max Kear, Matthew Russell, Darius Stroui, 
Pattie Wajda, Izzy Wilson, Freyja Astley, Rachel 
Collins, Hugh McClelland, Charlotte Pickering, 
Daniel Mollov, Ethan Hall, Nathan Rhodes, To-
mas Stevenson, Mattie Tatarki, Matilda Guyatt, 
Oliver Boast.

A fully packed day with lots to do, see and 
learn.  The experience QinetiQ offered the pu-
pils was invaluable.  The teachers and QinetiQ 
staff saw pupils raise to the challenge to tackle 
problems in a mature logical way, with some 
pupils stepping up and leading a task. 

Codebreaking group - The QinetiQ cyber secu-
rity leader on the day said, “they were phenom-
enal and... Would offer them a job!”

a: QinetiQ Demos - SPO-NX, Coffee Can Ra-
dar, Optical Comms Demo
There was also live demos of some of the tech-
nology produced by the engineers of QinetiQ.   
A radar system that helps saves lives by detect-
ing incoming missiles, scanners that can detect 
objects on a person that may be misused.

Using Raspberry Pie’s and Python (what a 
lovely combination) to program, under pressure 
and together as a team to rescue an astronau 
lock in a series of pressure chambers….

The Lego robots challenge required students to 
build, program, test and complete tasks… fast-
est wins .. Plus we had to use an Angry bird to 
complete the test  ..Yes I said an angry bird!!.  

Whilst the cryptography section required them 
to have a go at code breaking & problem solv

ing to open the QinetiQ safe!

Finally the engineering challenge was to build 
a bridge that would support a heavy pay load.  
Every played jenga with multi coloured blocks, 
- that is what we had to work with.  

Zome 1 Zone 2 Zone 3 Zone 4 Zone 5

NCC Group Lockhead Martin GCHQ QA training Renishaw

Sorpa Steria Gloucestershire 
Uni

Deloitte AWS Sage

BAE Systems Savient UWE CACI North Green 
Security 

CGI Babcock BT SWRCCU CSA

Empower Event

QinetiQ Hands on Computer Science 

Finalists chosen in 2022 
Quadcopter Competition
MAX Kear, Year 9 and his fellow teammates at 
Worcester Air Cadets have been shortlisted in 
a close fought competition hosted by Raytheon 
Technologies to compete in the grande finale of 
a design competition. They have competed in 
rounds and are now down to the top 11 groups 
out of 92.

Max’s team designed a drone, which was 
economic and safe for the environment and then 
they sent their videos in initially to the competi-
tion.

They were really pleased to hear that they had 
been shortlisted.

The teams then attended the regional finals in 
their communities, hosted by local Raytheon 
Technologies STEM Ambassadors, where they 
delivered a short presentation to show how they 
developed their designs, what modifications 
they made and how they worked as a team. 
They then flew their quadcopters through a 
timed obstacle course, making real-time spot 
repairs. 

Teams from across the UK have battled for a 
top spot in the national final of the annual chal-
lenge, which see’s students tasked with design-
ing, building, and flying a four-bladed, remotely 
piloted air system – known as a quadcopter.
Following the close fought contest, 11 teams 
have now been shortlisted to compete in the 
grand finale at a central RAF location.
 Max who has been a member of Worcester Air 
Cadets for about a year now said, “I’m excited 
that our team will be competing soon. I am also 
a little nervous.”

The following were all successful in securing a 
final place which takes place on December 8th.
Balwearie High School, Ifield Community 
College, St Kentigern's Academy, Aldersley 
High School, Ysgol Bryn Alyn, St Louis Gram-
mar, Kesteven & Sleaford Girls High School, 
Alderley Edge School for Girls, Brentwood Sea 
Cadets, Kilmarnock Academy and Worcester 
Air Cadets were all successful in securing their 
place at the final.
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ON Thursday 17th November six eager Year 
8 STEM students went to the Royal Grammar 
School to take part in this year’s IET Faraday 
Challenge. 

Students from Nunnery Wood High School took 
part in an IET Faraday Challenge Day (FCD). 
Students became real-life engineers for a day 
when they research, design and build solutions 
to real engineering problems as part of the In-
stitution of Engineering and Technology’s (IET) 
Faraday Challenge Day].

The Nunnery Wood team were phenomenal! 
Completing challenging tasks throughout 
the day, they planned, designed, created and 
presented an impressive engineering solution 
to modern day technology. Their determina-
tion, teamwork and technical skill lead them to 
victory as they held up the trophy at the end of 
the day.

This year’s challenge is in association with UK 
Research and Innovation (UKRI) and was based 
around aviation engineering, but the brief for 
these young engineers is hidden in secrecy to 

avoid unfair preparation and research. Teams 
raced against the clock to solve a real-life engi-
neering problem, putting their engineering and 
technology knowledge and skills to the test.

Natalie Moat, IET Faraday Education Manager, 
said: “Students who take part in the Faraday 
Challenge Days this year will experience work-
ing as an engineer through hands-on and practi-
cal engagement with real-life challenges relat-
ing to modern aviation and drones industry”.

“There is a huge demand for new engineers and 
technicians and we are confident that this will 
challenge young people’s perception of engi-
neers and inspire the next generation by giving 
them an insight into the life of a real engineer 
and showing them just how exciting and crea-
tive engineering really is.”

The events aim to encourage more young peo-
ple to study and consider exciting and reward-
ing careers in science, technology, engineering 
and maths (STEM) by using creativity, innova-
tion and problem-solving skills.

The Faraday Challenge Days are part of a wider 
Education programme, made up of a whole host 
of teaching resources and activities to inspire 
and attract the engineers of tomorrow.

For more information on the IET and its initia-
tives to promote STEM subjects and careers in 
the classroom, visit the IET’s dedicated Educa-
tion website.

A huge well done to the team! Ethan Hall, Reu-
ben Finnimore, Izzy Spencer, Jessie Silverfield, 
Freyja Astley, Shanai Saleh

Izzy said “We faced some challenges through-
out the day but as a team we worked together 
to overcome them and came home with the 
trophy!”

Jessie said “It just goes to show what Nunnery 
Wood students can do. We found engineer-
ing much more accessible than we thought we 
would!”

Ethan said “I feel so good about our team win-
ning. It wasn’t an easy challenge and the other 

schools did an amazing job. We really enjoyed 
explaining our prototype in our presentation and 
answering tough specific questions. The day 
showed me that a career in engineering is some-
thing that is a big option for me – it has opened 
my eyes to the world of engineering.”

Freyja said “Engineering is very useful. It is 
everywhere and all we do in life is impacted by 
engineering.”

Reuben said “I learnt that there are lots of 
careers in engineering that I didn’t know about. 
It was so great that we won too!”

Shanai said “We had to create a prototype 
to help the environment. We used a range of 
electrical circuits and components to create a 
working solution that used input devices such 
as moisture sensors, pressure sensors and output 
devices such as motors, buzzers and LEDs.”

Faraday Challenge Worcester Winners!

Favourite ‘Library’ Reads

YEAR 8 student Olver Church was inspired 
to design and build this beautiful swan planter 
out of reclaimed materials. Oliver said, "Since 
October I have been making a wooden swan 
out of old pallets I have found. I have enjoyed 
using different equipment to make this and on 
my Wishlist for Christmas is an electric jigsaw. 
It is a planter to hold a mini raise bed in. I was 
inspired by making this as there is a wooden 
swan planter around Diglis."

Beautiful DIY
Swan

Wizz Bang!
Students in Year 10 enjoyed learning about 
energy change in their science lesson. Pictured 
below are their Methane bubbles.

Autumn Term 22/23
1. Heartstopper series
2. Diper Overlode
3. Marcus rashford: you are a champion
4. Slime
5. spaceboy
6. Gangsta granny strikes again!
7. Ultimate football heroes: Ronaldo
8. Shadow
9. Alone on a Wide wide sea
10. Fazbear frights
11. Kingdom hearts 358/2
12. The sad ghost club
13. When the sky falls
14. Ascendance of a bookworm
15. Black butler
16. First class murder

17. Tom gates: Happy to help (eventually)
18.  They both die at the end 
19.  Diary of an awesome friendly kid
20. Ultimate football heroes: Alexander-arnold
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Space Camp Sleep Out
THIRTENN of our enthusiastic Year 7s took 
part in our Space Camp Sleep Out on Friday 
25th November. Each of our budding astronaut 
trainees participated in 4 space themed activities 
throughout the evening. Their first task was 
training to be physically fit with Mrs Burren, 
getting a taste of fitness aptitude tests and build-
ing tasks wearing ‘astronaut gloves’. In pairs, 
one student was ‘Mission Control’ in Houston 
describing a model on a picture, which the other 
student had to build whilst wearing oven gloves 
to simulate what a real astronaut wears in space. 
Our trainees then looked at the impact of 
asteroid size and shape on crater size with Miss 
Davies and Mr Metcalfe. By using clay and 
a tub of flour, the students investigated how 
the different sized pieces of ‘asteroid’ caused 
deeper or wider craters. Luckily we had a clear 
sky, so we then set up at the orchard and spent 
some time stargazing with Mr Phillips. We used 
an app called Stellarium on the iPads to identify 
constellations and particular stars, checking 
how visible they were through the binoculars. 
Lastly, Mrs Beasley led a little art therapy to cut 
out card planispheres, which when twisted to 
the different months showed which constella-
tions are out in the sky. 

After changing into PJs, we took our sweet 
stash and watched a space themed movie in our 
studio-turned-cinema, before camping out in the 
gym in tents. Our astronauts thoroughly enjoyed 
the evening, and we look forward to running our 
next Space Camp for our new Y7s in 2023.

I found Spacecamp really fun because we did 
lots of great things . For example we got to 
watch a movie called Valerian and the city of 
1000 planets and we also got to do astronaut 
training and learn about craters but my favourite 
thing was sleeping in the gym because we went 
to bed at midnight and we slept in tents. The 
teachers were great too, we had Mrs. Beasley 
Mr. Philllips Mrs. Davies and Mrs. Burren.

Evan Boxall said, “I really enjoyed space camp 
because of all of the fun activities we did like 
watching a film to star gazing to making our 
very own asteroids. I also loved spending time 
with my friends and sleeping in the hall. I 
would love to do it again.”

Thomas Houghton said, “I found space camp 
really fun and interesting because we were 
learning really cool factual activities like 
astronaut training, Craters and trying to fix a 
problem in the ISS. But we were also hanging 
out with our mates and just being really hyper 
and having a really great time. We also watched 
a movie till midnight and I stayed up until late 
with people snoring. Overall I had a really nice 
time and I would highly recommend our future 
year 7 to come to the space camp.”

Isaac Hyams said, “I liked the space camp 
because it was easy to put up the tents. After the 
adults left we went to the art block and dropped 
playdough we pretending that it was rocks hit-
ting the moon next we done space training and 
after we went back into the hall after we went in 
the hall we went star gazing using the ipads then 
we watched called valerian.”

Harry Durham said, “At space camp I enjoyed 
the star gazing and the movie. I’ve learned that 
balls make a big hole in flour. I liked doing the 
building though it’s tempting to help others 
struggling to build with the mittens. I did not 
like sleeping as the sleeping bag kept opening 
up.”

Charlotte Mason-Bedford said, “This year, I 
was lucky enough to participate in Space camp! 
There were so many fun activities, such as As-
tronaut training (Which was amazing!!!), Crater 
study (which was a fun practical experiment 
leaving us all covered in flour!) Stargazing (So 

cool!) and made our own planisphere! 

In the gym, where we slept, we were allowed 
to either share a tent with a friend or have our 
own. We each had a sleeping bag to ourselves. 
It was so eerie walking in the corridors when 
no one was in there! My favorite activity was 
the Astronaut training. During the astronaut 
training, we did a space walk, where our partner 
would have an image to make with the moley-
mods but the builder wasn’t allowed to see it!! 
It was just described to you! Sound hard enough 
already? We had to wear oven mitts to simulate 
space glove!!
Space camp was the best!”

Harriet Hilditch said, “In Space Camp, I en-
joyed finding my star sign in the sky. The space 
themed lights were very cool in the gym. Learn-
ing to be an astronaut was also very fun. I loved 
having a cinema in the gym. It was fun to have 
a sleepover in the gym even though I only had a 
few hours of sleep. I also tripped over a big case 
in the changing room on the way to the toilet at 
about 5 o’clock in the morning. I talked to my 
friends for hours. Overall, Space Camp was the 
best day of high school so far!!!
 
Jenson Dutfield said, “At space camp I had a 
lot of fun as we did astronaut training , meteor 
experiment, and stargazing but the only bad thig 
was the sleeping it was hard to sleep but overall 
4/5 stars.”

Lara Yeomans said, “In Space Camp, we had 
great fun with our friends. I slept a night at 
school with lights illuminating the gym and 
we were given snacks and drinks for a space-
themed film in the studio. My favourite activity 
was when we made craters and asteroids. We 
spent most of our time at the art block doing fun 
games. I would’ve preferred to have longer in 
our tents before bed. Overall, I think that Space 
Camp was an amazing event and it should hap-
pen again!”

Sasha Corns said, “In space camp we did lots 
of fun activities that were themed around space 
of course. We did astronaut training, making 
our own moon creators, stargazing and we also 
watched a space themed movie to claim the 
night. After that we crashed dawn for the night 
in are tents then we came back Saturday ready 
to be recruited for NASA.”

Redvers Bucknall said, “Space Camp has been 
a blast! We did so many exiting activities in just 
one night! As soon as I got there, I knew that I 
was going to have  fantastic time. First, we got 
packed in our tents in the hall, then played a few 
games in the gym. Then we went over to the 
art block and learnt about craters and how they 
are caused by asteroids. Next we did astronaut 
training. My favorite part of Space Camp was 
using the binoculars to look at different planets, 
stars and other celestial bodies. Finally, we went 
into the movie theatre then went to bed.”

Wizz Bang!
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Love Cooking

IT’S been another busy half term in the Food 
& Nutrition department. All year groups have 
planned and prepared a range of exciting dishes 
on a number of themes.

Year 7s have been working on knife skills, 
sauces and the rubbing in method with carrot 
slicing, pasta salad and fruit crumble practicals.

Year 8s have made savoury rice, pasta and 
sauce, muffins and shortbread part of the lesson 
included tasting and evaluating the food. We 
were delighted with the results and they tasted 
great!

Year 9s have made kebabs and flatbreads. They 
began by researching and planning. The results 
were excellent!

The year 10 GCSE group have been getting 
very creative with art focaccia bread and burg-
ers and buns this half term.

In addition to this, Halloween cake decorating 
and Christmas yule log decorating after school 
clubs have been a great success. 

Tempting 
Treats!
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Year 10 Food & Nutrition Students Inspired by Visit 
to Harper Adams University
ON Thursday 10 November, fourteen Year 10 
GCSE Food and Nutrition students from Nun-
nery Wood High School attended an educational 
visit to Harper Adams University.

Set in a stunning location in the Shropshire 
countryside on a 494 hectare farm, Harper 
Adams is the leading specialist university 
tackling the future development of our planet’s 
food production, processing, animal sciences, 
engineering, land management and sustainable 
business.

Harper Adams University offers degree courses 
in all aspects of the Food Industry including; 
Agriculture, Business and Agri-Food and Food 
Technology and Innovation. Harper Adams 
state that, “The world needs new talent. There 
are problems to solve and we are develop-
ing the skills and technology to tackle them. 
Here at Harper Adams we are taking on global 
challenges such as food security, sustainable 
technologies and natural resource management. 
Harper Adams graduates are, right now, helping 
businesses and communities, the rural sector 
and the world to flourish.”

Students were welcomed to the University 
with an informative lecture, which highlighted 
just how versatile a career in the food industry 
can be, and how many career opportunities 
exist. For example, the food industry is the 4th 
largest manufacturing sector in the world. It is 
predicted that 140,000 new recruits are needed 
in the industry to feed an expected population of 
70 million people by 2024.
This was followed by a tour of th
e excellent facilities, including the working 
farm. They learnt that the University aims to be 

as sustainable and eco-friendly as it possibly 
can, including using of all fresh produce from 
the farm in their canteens and sourcing sustain-
able materials throughout.

The next session gave the students an oppor-
tunity to learn about food styling. The groups 
were shown lighting, product positioning 
and photography techniques for advertising 
purposes.

The final session allowed students to create 
their own focaccia artwork in the universities 
teaching kitchens. Students were able to watch 
a demonstration and put this then into practice. 
They were not so keen on the white lab coats 
and hairnets however!

Overall, the trip was a great success and stu-
dents’ feedback was very positive:
“The tour of the farm was so much fun. My 
favourite part of the day was making the focac-
cia bread. The food styling was interesting and I 
enjoyed taking pictures and enhance the colours 
on the food whilst taking pictures.”
“The trip was really good. I liked the food styl-
ing the most”

“The tour around the campus was my favourite 
part. I would have liked to see the whole of the 
campus. It was also good to decorate the focac-
cia bread. It is something we have covered in 
class, so it was good to have a review.”
Further information about the Food industry can 
be found at https://tastycareers.org.uk
Further information about Harper Adams 
University can be found at https://www.harper-
adams.ac.uk
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Artist of the week

Leah Ridge Matthew Berry

Leah Ridge

Alisha Khan

Dhruv Dubey Anjes Van Der Kleijn Kieron Jones
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Natural History Museum
ON Tuesday 6th November over 100 Year 8 
students visited to the Natural History Museum 
in London on a trip organised by the geography 
department. The Natural History Museum offers 
scientific excellence in the discovery of taxono-
my and biodiversity, this world-famous museum 
promotes the discovery and enjoyment of the 
natural world through such exciting exhibits as 
the Life and Earth Galleries, wildlife garden and 
geological collections.The students had the op-
portunity to visit the extensive galleries set over 
6 floors to learn about all aspects of natural his-
tory. The most striking exhibit there may have 
been the ten tonne blue whale skeleton that was 
killed in 1891, hanging from the ceiling of the 
main hall. Many people were extremely excited 
that  that Dippy, the massive dinosaur skeleton 
cast, has returned to the museum. One exhibit 
that was really impressive was all about volca-
noes, earthquakes and other tectonic activity. It 
included a simulation of the Kobe earthquake 
that occurred in southern Japan in 1995, with a 
shaking floor. In one of the cafes are the stuffed 
remains of famous giant panda, Chi Chi who, 
during her life was the most famous animal at 

the London Zoo. The students saw how humans 
grow throughout their life, and how our mus-
cles, bones, and joints work. In the Mammals 
Hall the group learned how advanced animal 
is, and how they live and survive. There was so 
much to see and do. Mr Allen, who organised 
the trip said, "We all had an excellent day. The 
museum gave us opportunity to take learning 
out of the classroom and for students to fully 
immerse themselves in geography and natural 
history." 

Amelia Day said, “I was a perfect opportunity 
to look around the museum and it was good 
fun!”

Chloe Marshall said, “I thought it was a great 
experience and I had lots of fun.

Freya Harrison said, “It was great fun and we 
learned lots of new things.”

Phoebe Perks said, “I found the Earthquake 
simulator one of the most fascinating pats of the 
experience.”
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The World Cup

ENGLAND have made a great start on the 
world Cup by winning their group. In their 
group they were against the United States of 
America, Iran and Wales. They won against 
Iran and Wales and drew with United States of 
America. 

England’s 26-man squad is made up of the three 
Goalkeepers 

Jordan Pickford, Nick Pope, Aaron Ramsdale. 

In defence we have got Trent Alexander-Arnold 
in right back including Kieran Trippier and Kyle 
Walker. We have Conor Coady in centre back as 
well as Harry Maguire, John Stones, Ben White 
and Eric Dier. Finally, in left back we have only 
got Luke Shaw.  

In the heartbeat of the team we have Mason 
Mount, Jude Bellingham, Declan Rice, Jordan 
Henderson, Kalvin Phillips and Conor Gal-
lagher. 

Our striker’s our Phill Foden, Harry Kane, 

Marcus Rashford Bukayo Saka, Callum Wilson, 
Raheem Stirling and James Madison. 
Our manager Gareth Southgate has prepared the 
team well and has kept a cool head so far.

So far we have seen some excellent football, the 
question on everyone's minds is how far will the 
England team go?

Black Heroes
Wilfred Dukes
YEAR 7

Black History Month was in October but I was 
inspired to find out about more black people 
who are significant.

Harriet Tubman 
Born March 1822 - died March 10th 1913  

Harriet Tubman was a woman who was a prime 
source of the Underground Railroad. She was a 
slave for her whole life, until she ran away, but 
then returned to help other slaves to run away 
using the Underground Railroad. The Under-
ground Railroad was a system used to help 
slaves escape the tortures of slavery. It was a 
group of land owners who hid slaves for period 
of time and then send them to the next ‘station’. 
Harriet was a leader that took the groups from 
place to place and then dropped them of in the 
south that was freedom.  

Fun fact- As a child Harriet was a slave, and 
every day prayed for her family to be free. 
Then, one day she changed her pray to ask the 
lord to let the ‘owner’ die and leave them be. He 
was dead within a week.  

Miles Davis 
Born May 26th 1926 - September 28th 1991 

 Miles Davis was a famous jazz musician who 
had a rough life. He was a hero of jazz who 
could play the trumpet which he was first given 
at 13 years. Miles Davis did many things and 
had many experiences. For example, he was 
once outside a night club, talking to a white 
woman when a police officer told him to ‘move 
along’. He told the officer that he was playing 
here and wasn’t bothering this woman. When 
the policeman didn’t elaborate he beat him and 
he spent the night in jail. It didn’t make the 
news in the US but it made headlines in Britain.  

But as he said, ‘Do not fear mistakes. There are 
none.’ 

Chadwick Bosman   
Born: November 29th 1993 –Died 28th august 
2020 

Chadwick was an actor who played some great 
roles in big named films such as King T’chala in 
marvel studios ‘Black Panther’ and Jackie Rob-
inson in ‘42’.  He died young with colon cancer, 
but we will always remember him through his 
great work in film. But as he said-‘The only dif-
ference between a hero and the villain is that the 
villain chooses to use that power in a way that is 
selfish and hurts other people.’ 

Pokémon Indigo League Will the Super Mario 
Bros Movie Become A 
Successful film in 2023?

Vinu Panicker
YEAR 8

POKÉMON: Indigo League, known simply as 
Pokémon, is the first season of Pokémon the Se-
ries. The Beginning. It features 82 episodes of 
Ash Ketchum and his friends, Misty and Brock 
adventuring through Kanto .the story includes 
Ash, Misty, Brock, Pikachu, Jessie, James, and 
Meowth.

Personally I am a Pokémon fan and this is the 
best show in the world and it is better on Netflix 
because it has better quality and it is amazing.

My favorite Pokémon is grattina because it is 
massive and it can be a great Pokémon to catch 
second.

Vinu Panicker
YEAR 8

THE Super Mario Bros. Movie is an upcoming 
computer-animated produced by Illumination, 
in association with Nintendo, and distributed by 
Universal Pictures. Shigeru Miyamoto (crea-
tor of the Mario franchise) met Illumination 
founder Chris Meladandri through Nintendo’s 
work with Universal Parks & Resorts to create 
Super Nintendo World. 
In September 2021, a Nintendo Direct presenta-
tion announced the cast for the film which in-
cludes Chris Pratt as Mario, Anya-Taylor Joy as 
Princess Peach, Charlie Day as Luigi and many 
more. Many critics criticized the choice of Pratt 
being the main role and preferred Charles Mar-
tinet (Mario’s original actor) to play Mario.
On October 6th, 2022 at New York Comic Con, 
the teaser trailer was revealed via a Nintendo 
Direct presentation. Reactions were mixed; 

Mario fans and journalists praised the visuals 
and tone. I believe that this film will be success-
ful and will make it to the box office however, 
Pratt’s performance could’ve been better if he 
used an Italian accent just like Mario. 

Abdel Mostafa
YEAR 11

Article contains sensitive political opinions

Infamous Qatar World Cup. As a football fan 
myself, of course the FIFA World Cup would be 
like candy to us which we want to eat every day. 
We never got sick of the World Cup as it starts 
every 4 years since the first one in 1930 in Uru-
guay. But this 2022 FIFA World Cup is famous 
for different reasons, for rather political reasons. 
First of these reasons for the main outlets of 
media and establishments is it is just made in 
Qatar. Perceived as a Middle Eastern country 
that isn’t developed enough technologically or 
morally to host one of the biggest sports events 
in the world. They say it is supposed to be an 
event that unites footballing (and soccer) fans 
together from all corners of the world and this is 
absurdly true. An estimated pf a whooping 1.2 
million tourists are visiting Qatar for the World 
Cup. That is double the estimated amount for 
FIFA 2014 World Cup and Brazil. Furthermore, 
due to Qatar’s central location it attracts people 
from Asia, Africa, Australia, North and South 
America. Then why are people hating on Qatar 
and its phenomenal work? Well first due to its 
LGBTQ stance that no one is allowed to express 
themselves in their own way. Media carries it 
out as it is only for the LGBTQ community, but 
they fail to mention even the public showing of 
love between heterosexual couples is frowned 
upon and forbidden because it is an Islamic 
country and Islam outrightly forbids it either 
way. Secondly, the death of migrant workers 
in the construction of sites for the World Cup. 
According to Amnesty international in a report 

in 2021 there are around 15,799 immigrant 
deaths between 2011 and 2020. While actually, 
other evidence suggests there has only been in 
total 3 deaths related directly to construction 
(work related deaths) and 37 were non-work 
related deaths for example an Egyptian and two 
Indians died tragically in a traffic accident while 
travelling from work to their accommodations 
in November 2019. So 40 deaths related in total, 
0.25% of migrant deaths occurred from World 
Cup construction. Are we getting things wrong? 
Finally, simply just because it is an “unusual 
place” to hold the World Cup in. And seeing 
them as a non-humanitarian nation, we think 
they are illegitimate to hold such an event. Even 
BBC Sports refused to stream the opening event 
to show its stance against Qatar. However, we 
didn’t see this when Russia hosted the World 
Cup in 2018 when alleged  torture of persons 
in custody by police, security forces and prison 
guards and neglect and cruelty in Russian 
orphanages, and violations of children’s rights. 
And the holding of the Olympics in oppres-
sive China twice and they are the people who 
annihilate freedom of speech and press and hold 
one million Muslim Uyghurs in concentration 
camps… Double standards? Hypocrisy? The 
whole idea of tolerance and liberalism is about 
not forcing your ideas on someone but allow-
ing people to live in unity with each other. I am 
an immigrant myself and I came here knowing 
I have to follow the current law not foreign 
law, then why is the establishment not abiding 
by their own policy? It isn’t hard; just stop the 
double standards. What do you think, we would 
love to hear your views as this World Cup has 
certainly divided opinion on political and moral 
issues.

Fair or Unfair?

Harry Durham
YEAR 7

The World Cup is on, so I’ve got some pupil 
and teachers opions on who we think will win 
the World Cup 2022.

England: 14
Brazil: 14
France: 8
Australia: 2 
Senegal: 2
Argentina: 9 

UPDATE: It seems our predicitions may have 
been slightly misjudged as Brazil and England 
are now no longer in the competition.

Who Will 
Win?
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Staying Safe Online: Advice for parents and Stu-
dents

Safer Communities Day

IN this issue of Staying Safe Online we are 
looking at algorithms. You may have heard 
people talking about this or even learnt about it 
in your computing lessons.  

But what really is it?  
An algorithm is the way in which online content 
is targeted at individuals. So when you watch 
lots of funny cat videos the algorithm suggests 
more funny cat videos you may like. Unfor-
tunately algorithms also mean you can end up 
being sent more and more harmful material too. 

Why does it matter? 
Algorithms can help social media share mate-
rial that you are interested in but they can also 
share material that is only slightly linked to 
your previous search/ watching history. This 
can mean you are sent images/ videos that you 
would rather not see or that are not appropri-
ate for you. Many students have said they are 
recommended videos that are sexist/ violent/ 
harmful. It can also be used to try and target 
certain adverts at you, a way to make you spend 
your money.  

Where might YOU come across it? 
Social media is where you are most likely to 
spot the algorithm in use, but because we do 
so much on our phones it can be in the adverts 
we see on you tube or other sites too. What you 
search for on the internet can then be used to 
target you on other apps that track you online. 
Next time you are online see if you notice any 
patterns.  

What can you do to keep your algorithm 
upbeat? 
The obvious thing to do is to try to keep your 
algorithm upbeat so that you are sent positive 
videos for your feed. TO do this you can follow 
pages which have a positive outlook and avoid 
ones which don’t. Below are some examples: 

Social media has become a main part of day to 
day life, especially for young people who have 
grown up with ease of access to the internet.  

Whilst access to social media can be fun and 
allow communication across the globe it can 
also cause damage to young people’s commu-
nication skills and self-esteem. There is much 
evidence suggesting young people’s brains 
structure and function is changing due to the 
digital age. Communicating online means that 
young people can struggle when using their 
communication skills in ‘real life’ and also 
reduce their ability to empathise, a skill we rely 
on to create a community. Alongside this there 
are concerns that young people are construct-
ing false ideas around ‘the perfect body’ based 
on what they see, this is impacting all genders. 
Excessive gaming causes a short attention span 
and an increasingly aggressive disposition.  

What is being done to protect young people 
online?  
The government is working on a new online 
safety bill which seeks to regulate social media 
and tech giants. The bill sees a “duty of care” 
being put on large social websites to remove 
harmful or illegal content and protect children. 
Some of the bill recommendations are:  

-All pornography sites to make sure children 
cannot access them. 
-The potential harmful impact of algorithms to 
be managed.  
-Fake adverts designed to trick users to be 
removed.  
-“Cyber flashing” should be made illegal 
-Content “promoting self-harm” should be 

made illegal. 

These are just some of the main elements of the 
bill which is due to reach parliament early next 
year. It is a reminder that whilst there are strict 
rules in our ‘real life’ experiences there are very 
few online.   

What can you do to protect young people 
online?  
Set up accounts together, accounts may ask for 
areas of interest so material can be targeted at 
them. Doing this together may help avoid un-
wanted material being shared with your child.  

Follow age appropriate accounts. Young people 
need guidance in knowing what is acceptable 
for them to see.  

Explore settings together. Use the filters to limit 
the content shared on your feed.  

Consider settings on shared devices. Accounts 
and devices show you content based on what

you have previously interacted with, keep this 
in mind if you have shared devices between 
adults and children.  

Talk to your child. Talk to your child about 
what they are seeing online and help them to 
understand that not everything that they see 
online is real.  

Do you have a question about online safety? 

We want this section of the Nunnery News to 
be as useful as possible. If you have a ques-
tion or would like some advice in regards 
to online safety  or something similar then 
please send an email to smsc@nunnerywood.
worcs.sch.uk and we will choose a different 
question to answer in each edition of Nun-
nery News. 

IN October, all year 7 and 8 students took part 
in a fantastic ‘Safer Communities Day’.

The event was arranged by Aimee Allen Harris 
as part of the Worcester City Council’s Youth 
Intervention Team. It was a great way for 
students to learn about how to keep themselves 
safe in a variety of settings.
 Different groups were invited in to work with 
students. There were 6 stalls set up and an activ-
ity at each one for the students to engage in. 

The police – Knife arch. They explained to 
students how people are searched for weapons 
on the street and  they discussed the punish-
ments for being caught with a knife/ dangerous 
weapon. Students enjoyed setting off the metal 
detector alarms with the various metal items.

Anti-Social Behavior. Students visited a website 
based on anti-social behavior and discussed 
the problems this causes for the neighborhood, 
the repercussions for people involved and the 
dangers of associating with groups carrying out 
this behavior.  

Alcohol and Drugs- Students were able to try 
on ‘beer goggles’ and see how this affects their 
balance and awareness of things around them… 

some really struggled to walk in a straight line 
with these on (staff and students). Students also 
could try on the drug goggles to see how that 
changes perceptions. 

Fire Service- Students entered an inflatable 
home which was filled with smoke, they had 
to use skills taught to them to safely find their 
way out whilst their vision was obscured. It 
was amazing how quickly you couldn’t see 
anything. 

Fly tipping/ rubbish in the community. Students 
were told about the damage of fly tipping to 
the local community and were surprised to hear 
how much money is spent tidying up rubbish in 
the local area. Students discussed what better 
ways this money could be spent.  

Poppy Cole, Year 7 said, “ I took part in the 
police metal detector session, the fire smoke 
detection session and the litter session. It was 
really interesting and I learned a lot about the 
community. It made me more aware of how to 
keep safe.”

Eric Mihai-Stancu-Obogeanu, Year 7 said, “I 
took part in the same 3 sessions as Pooy. It was 
really good and made us aware of our commu-

nity.”

Mrs Budge said, “It was a really interactive and 
fun way to engage students in discussion about 
their own safety and the wider community that 

they belong to. We were really happy to host 
the day and hope that similar events will be 
repeated in future years.”

The World Cup

Pokémon Indigo League 
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NUNNERY SPORT
Inclusive Sports Festival 

Boxing Victory

ON the 19th of November, Year 10 student, 
Jayden Bryce travelled to Synwell to a boxing 
event.

He was up against last years’ national champion 
who had previously won the nations champion-
ships.

Jayden boxed superbly, winning round one. 
During round two, Jayden applied the pressure, 
catching his opponent with some good telling 
punches.

In round three, Jayden knew he was ahead and 
applied the pressure once more going on to win 
the boxing match by a unanimous decision.

This was a real achievement considering his 
opponent was a team England boxer.

THE Inclusive Sports Festival was a fabulous 
event, hosted by Worcester University students 
at Worcester Arena on Friday 17th November. 
The aim was to provide pupils with a positive 
experience to raise self-esteem and self confi-
dence, through sporting activities.

Students enjoyed the following alternative 
sports:
Wheelchair basketball, Seated Volleyball, 
Adapted Table Tennis, Blind football & Boccia.

There was also a World cup emphasis with 
teams being linked to countries and waving a 
team Flag.

The atmosphere and camaraderie amongst the 
students were very special and all students 
enjoyed an amazing time. Congratulations to 
the students for achieving so much throughout 
the morning!

Cross Country Championships 2022
THE annual Worcester District Cross Country 
Championships took place at RGS, The Grange 
on Thursday 17th November. This event is 
organised by Mr. Russell (PE Dept), who is the 
Worcester City Schools' Athletics coordinator.

Nunnery Wood filled a coach of 76 runners and 
all students were grateful of a clear day after so 
much rain. However the course was very muddy 
and heavy going, making for fairly tough run-
ning conditions.
There was a fantastic turn-out for the event and 
all races boasted a strong field of runners.
Congratulations to all students from Nunnery 
Wood who managed to complete the course and 
run their heart out!

Particular congratulations goes to the following 
runners from Nunnery Wood, who qualified to 
represent the Worcester City schools' team at 
the County Cross Country Championships in 
January. An amazing achievement!
Emily Gromski  (Yr 8)      6th position in the 
Junior Girls race
Cassidy Hall       (Yr 8)     8th position in the 
Junior Girls race
Liam Ricketts     (Yr 9)     5th position in the 
Junior Boys race
Ethan Bolon      (Yr 9)      6th position in the 
Junior Boys race

Emily Gromski, Year 8 came 6th in the Junior 
Girls race and therefore qualified for the 

Worcester City team at the County Champs.

Mr Russell said, “This is a fantastic achieve-
ment, because this category is for Year 8 & 9s!
 

Emily said, “ I used to run in cross country 
events at Primary School and I have been a 
member of Worcester Athletics Club for about 
a year now. I enjoy running; I was very happy 
to come 6th Place in this category. I’m looking 
forward to running for the Worcester team at the 
County championships.”

We entered a team into a B team competition 
for Worcester City Schools.  Choosing the team 
was a difficult decision with over 60 boys in 
year 7 coming to football club each week.  The 
boys selected for this competition were very 
excited to represent the school and to play 
against other schools.  They won all 4 games in 
the group, scoring a number of fantastic goals 
while also not conceding a single goal.  This 
meant they were in the final against Christopher 
Whitehead who had won their group stage.  The 

boys performed exceptionally well throughout 
and in a tight final where Adrian Dudzinski fine 
finish was the deciding goal, leading to Nun-
nery Wood being overall winners. Golden Boot 
award = Jenson Davis.

Team:  Tom Fletcher, Patryk Slaba, Billy Tyler, 
Zac Amphlett, Adrian Dudzinski, Tom Johnson, 
Archie Tustin, Jenson Davis

Year 7 Boys Football - B Team 
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NUNNERY SPORT
Fighting for England

Jump for Joy

YEAR 11 student, Caitlyn Wise is making a 
name for herself in the boxing world.

Caitlyn has been training and boxing for several 
years now and she is getting closer and closer to 
her goal of representing Great Britain.

She regularly travels around the UK and Europe 
to participate in fights and she has won 5 out 
of 8 of her recent fights. 4 of her recent wins 
have resulted in the fight being stopped as her 
opponent has not been able to continue. Cait-
lyn’s most recent match took place in Oldham, 
Manchester on Friday 4th November, where she 
fought and won her match against last year’s 
Championship winner.

Caitlyn is now in the England National Amateur 
Boxing Championships (NABCs) and she is in 
the National stages for the finals which will give 
her a head start to move forward to represent 
GB/England and European fights.

A GROUP of 11 students ranging from years 
7-11 were involved in the 'Worcestershire 
School Games KS3/4 Trampolining Competi-
tion' on Wednesday 16th November and they 
were great. Although we didn't come back with 
a medal, the girls put in 100% effort and tried 
their best in the routines.  I am very proud of 
their performances and their positive attitude 

throughout the day. They were extremely sup-
portive of each other and were a great represen-
tation of Nunnery Wood. Well done to Sienna 
Tribe, Lacey Taylor, Molly Tyrrell, Tia Hitch-
man, Francesca Sabel, Izzy Spencer, Darina 
Fadejeva, Anna Waterhouse, Mya Connolly, 
Grace Pullin and Lucy Pullin. 

Amazing Year 9 Rugby Performance 
ON November 24th the Y9 Rugby Team played 
in a cup semi final against Bowbrook school 
knowing that a win in this fixture would place 
us into the final of the cup competition. 

With some new faces around the squad and 
debuting it set up to be a fantastic game of 
rugby. The key themes of the game were to play 
together, look after the ball and be ruthless in 
scoring and taking our chances when they came. 

Early pressure by Bowbrook but resolute 
defending on our try line from the boys showed 
that they were than capable to win the physical 
battle at ruck time. Rio Mansfield, Dan Kinner-
sley, Michael Barnes and Leo Harbourne very 
quickly showed that they were in the mood for a 
physical battle at the breakdown by dominating 
every ruck and driving pupils back with ease 
to gain us the ball at every opportunity. As a 
result of their brute strength George “Wheels” 
McLaughlin picked the ball up and breezed past 
the opposing players with ease to score his first 
try of the game. AJ Webb exquisitely kicking 
the conversion through from a tight angle to 
give us a 7-0 lead within the first 5 minutes. 

Tries quickly followed by George again and 

Finley Munn then decided to get in on the ac-
tion, barreling his way through their backline to 
knee slide across the line to score our 3rd try. 
AJ again kicking like a prime Johnny Wilkinson 
to make the score 21-0. More domination saw 
Nunnery applying more pressure and domi-
nating all over the park which then saw Rio 
Mansfield go from a rucking machine to a try 
scorer scoring our 4th of the game as the pres-
sure began to mount on the opposition. 

Tries from Leo Harbourne and George sealing 
his hattrick with his now trademark of going 
from 0-60 within seconds to make the score 
going in at half time 42-0. With such a stellar 
performance in the first half complacency could 
have crept in with the boys however with their 
captain and hattrick hero George kept the boys 
levelheaded going into the second half. The 
message being to not let our standards drop and 
to keep the intensity up that was shown in the 
first half. 

The second half begun and the familiar faces 
of Rio, Michael, Dan and Leo were there again 
doing what they do best and clearing up rucks 
which Finley Munn took advantage to again 
storm home to score another and thus complet-

ing his hattrick soon after. Thomas Walters 
showed his speed by blitzing down the wing 
and finishing off a complete move by Nunnery 
to start to put the game beyond doubt.

The final try came by Mac who from the restart 
picked the ball up, dropped his shoulder and 
cruised through from 60yards out to score our 
last try of the game before the game was blown 
up for full time.

The boys will now play in the final of the cup 
after Christmas with the aim to bring home a 
trophy for Nunnery Wood. 

All the boys who played were brilliant on and 
off the pitch and whilst the score line increased 
their sportsmanship and manners shone through 
and they all represented Nunnery Wood in the 
best way we possibly could.
  

Basketball Roundup
THE Year 8 boys basketball team won 33-12 on 
Thursday 17th November. 
 
A good team performance by Year 8, especially 
in the third quarter which saw Nunnery Wood 
stretch the lead by going on a 10-0 run. Well 
deserved win.
 
Year 9 and 10 Basketball team.
 
The score was 57-57 which saw a good offen-
sive display by Nunnery. With a last minute 3 
pointer scored by Stuart Hope to tie the game.

The game should have gone into overtime as 
you can't draw in basketball. Unfortunately, we 
ran out of time! A rematch has been re sched-
uled for in the New Year!
 
Year 7 basketball won the 3v3 tournament held 
at Bishop Perowne on Thursday 24th Novem-
ber.
 
4 teams of 3 battled it out against Bishop 
Perowne and Tudor Grange and came 1st in the 
tournament.
 



NUNNERY SPORT
AUTUMN TERM 2022
Term Starts - 7th September (Year 7 Only)
     - 8th September (rest of school)
Half Term - 24th October - 28th October 
Term Ends - 16th December

SPRING TERM 2022 
Term Starts - 3rd January
Half Term - 20th February - 24th February 
Term Ends - 31st March

SUMMER TERM 2022
Term Starts - 17th April
Half Term - 29th May - 2nd June
Term Ends - 21st July

OTHER DATES
Good Friday - 7th April 2023
Easter - 10th April 2023
May Day - 1st May 2023
Whitsun Bank Holiday - 29th May 2023

INSET DAYS
5th & 6th September 2022
2nd December 2022
24th & 25th July 2023

Term dates - 2022 / 23

School Shop
The Finance Office have a wide range of items 
for sale, including stationery, equipment and 
revision guides. 

The Finance Office is open...
Monday to Thursday:
 8.15am till 3.30pm  
Friday:
 8.30am till 3.15pm 
 
Our current price list is as follows:

Stationery
Pen     10p
Pencil     10p
Ruler 6”     10p
Ruler 12”     15p
Rubber     5p
Protractor    10p
Set Square    10p
Compass    25p
Small Pencil Case   85p
Art Pencil Set   £1
Stationery Set   £2
Art Sketchbook A3   £3
Art Sketchbook A4   £2
Student Planners   £4.50
16GB Memory Stick  £3.30
Calculator   £8.40
Year 11 Tie   £3.20
Water Bottle   £1

Revision guides only available on ParentPay

IT has been fantastic to see the high numbers of 
Year 7 students at football club this term, full of 
enthusiasm, working hard and having fun.  The 
Year 7 football team have impressed in their 
first few games together.  At the Worcester city 
schools football tournament, they improved 
as the competition progressed and were able 
to get 2 wins with Freddie Sanders scoring a 
number of wonder goals. They also progressed 
to the next round of the county cup after beating 
a very strong Witton middle school in a very 
entertaining match.  3-3 at full time, the game 
went to extra time where Nunnery took control 
of the game to win 5-3. 

It’s great to see so many Year 8 students attend-
ing football training on a regular basis and such 
a high standard of football being played!

It is not surprising then how well the Year 8 
football team have started the year.

In a recent City schools tournament they beat 
local rivals Blessed Edwards 2-1 and drew with 
Tudor Grange Academy.

The team travelled to play St. Mary’s High 
School, Hereford in the National Cup, winning 
4-1. Liam Mubaiwa worked tirelessly all game 
to win the ball in midfield.

In the County Cup the team beat Christopher 
Whitehead 3-2. Stand out player Tom Rebbeck 
showed great pace and made life very difficult 
for their defence.

Congratulations to the squad on such a strong 
start to the season. I’m sure they will keep striv-
ing for Cup success this season.

Year 7 football team national fixture cup match
 1.    Ashton Jones
2.    Jack Perry
3.    Oliver Hancocks

4.    Charlie Jackman
5.    Harry Meyrick
6.    Ethan Barry
7.    Reuben Ginever
8.    Jackson Collins
9.    Frazer Campbell
10   Freddie Sanders
11  .Jenson Dutfield
12.  Mikaeel Sheikh-Ali
   

Outstanding Football Performances

Hockey Club

We Love Netball at Nunnery Wood!
NETBALL is thriving at NWHS with fantastic 
participation numbers and enthusiasm across all 
year groups. 
The Year 7s, some of which have never played 
netball, have achieved two strong and convinc-
ing wins. They beat Blessed Edwards 21-1, with 
Anna Waterhouse being player of the match, 
and a 10-1 win against Tudor Grange with 
Nethmi Nammuniarachchi being player of the 
match and displaying some amazing shots. 

Year 8s are a strong year group and have amaz-
ing participation numbers, often between20-30 
players. They have won all 3 games, again con-
vincingly. They beat Tudor Grange twice, 14-3 
and 6-0 respectively. They also beat Blessed 
Edwards in the cold and wet conditions 2-0. A 
very low scoring game but this was due to the 
poor weather and was their resilience that they 
managed to pull off a win. Emily Gromski and 
Izzy Couper both getting player of the match for 
those two games.

The Year 9s are also doing extremely well, 
winning all three of their games so far. They 
beat Christopher Whitehead 21-9 and a Tudor 
Grange twice 28-0 and 11-0 respectively. They 
are a very strong year group and show skill 
and determination whenever they play. JoJo 
Panteleo and Maddy Walsh both winning player 
of the match in those games.

Our Year 10s have a key number of players who 
are committed, namely Alisha Mohammad and 
Holly Storey who turn up every week without 
fail. Alisha has started playing club netball 
outside of school and has really developed her 
skills by doing so. They have played Tudor 
Grange but narrowly lost 17-13 to a stronger 
team.

And finally, the  Year 11s have also had a good 
winning streak winning all three games played 
so far. They beat Christopher Whiteheads 18-8, 
Tudor Grange 19-14 and Blessed Edwards 15-
10. The win against Blessed Edwards was a par-
ticular achievement as they haven’t beaten them 
in 5 years, so I’m extremely pleased and proud 
of them for winning that game. Abi Ginever, 
Izzy Fradley and Ruby Hancocks we’re player 
of the match for those three games.

Well done for everyone who has taken part in 
netball practice, there will be more netball to 
come after the Christmas holidays and hope-
fully many more wins to come!

Nunnery Wood entered the Badminton School 
Games competition against other schools from 
the Worcester City and Droitwich district. The 
key stage 3 boys and girl’s teams both came 
2nd overall, playing really well and just missing 
out on progressing to the county round, losing 
narrowly. The key stage 4 teams also impressed 
with their performance, with the girl’s team fin-
ishing 3rd and the boys team actually winning 
their competition and therefore qualifying for 
the county round in the new year.  Well done to 
all players involved.

KS3 Boys: Siddhant Dubey, Dhruv Dubey, 
Omar Albak and Adithiya Sunil.

KS3 Girls: Maddie Walsh, Georgia Clark and 
Tilly Griffiths.

KS4 Boys: Isaac Perks, Abdul Albak, Liyang 
Chen and Jacob Alexander.

KS4 Girls: Hazel Homer, Hannah Raman, Lucy 
Simmonds and Angeleena Joseph.

Badminton: School Games

Hockey club has grown each week and we have 
been building a strong team. We have some fix-
tures coming up and hopefully our confidence 
will excel. 

Please come along even if you have never 
played Hockey before or just want to work on 
your skills. 

Hockey Club is on Thursday after school, 
meet down at the Sports Centre.


