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GOODBYE class of 2022! By the time the final 
edition of Nunnery News is released this year, 
the Year 11 students will have left us, so we 
have to say goodbye and wish them well in this 
edition as they have just a few days of school 
remaining. Their revision sessions and exams 
will soon be over and they will be leaving Nun-
nery Wood for pastures new. The class of 2022 
joined us in September of 2017 and as a year 
group they have seen and experienced a school 
experience like no other. The global pandemic 
shook our school community and transformed 
life both in and outside of school. However, this 
year group showed great resilience and determi-
nation. They have worked hard to achieve their 
best despite everything that has been thrown at 
them.  After leaving us the students will go on 
to a variety of education and training courses.  
Many will go just next door to Worcester Sixth 
Form College or to Heart of Worcester College. 
Others take the opportunity to go further afield 
and join other colleges or training providers.  
Apprenticeships are now a very popular choice 
with many of our students and a large number 
take this opportunity. We are confident that 
Year 11 have developed the skills and attributes 
that they will need to equip for the next stage 

of their lives and are definitely ready for new 
challenges.

Most students find it hard to believe how 
quickly their time at Nunnery Wood has gone 
and many are apprehensive about leaving it all 
behind. There are many fantastic memories that 
they have. Head Boy, James Harrison said, “I 
would like to thank all my teachers for their 
support and I have particularly enjoyed taking 
part and helping with many sporting events. I 
have also really enjoyed the role of Head Boy.” 
Head Girl Melanie Mariga said, “Nunnery 
allows you to grow in confidence. You leave 
here a totally different person to the one that 
you were on those first days in Year 7.” Tommy 
James explained, “I have enjoyed my time at 
Nunnery. There are lots of great, supportive 
teachers and a fantastic curriculum. I would par-
ticularly like to say thank you to, in my opinion, 
the best teacher in school, Mr Scoby and also 
to Mrs Jasper for her support.” Eddie Smith 
said, “I’ll miss my art lessons, especially my 
teacher, Mrs Stevens and also all of the friends 
I have made here.” Haydn Jenkins added, “I’m 
particularly going to miss my science lessons 
with Mrs Campbell and my GCSE drama group, 

which has been great fun.” Josef Stan told us, 
“It’s a very pleasant and welcoming community 
at Nunnery. Everyone helps each other.” Lucy 
Whiteman and Naz Lord have enjoyed learning 
so many subjects and said, “We would like to 
thank Mrs Vicary for her support in German les-
sons.” Ellie Stokes wanted to thank Mr Kowalik 
for his support, “He always explains things 
clearly and in different ways until I understand 
it. Claudia Trinidade Do Nascimento said, “I 
would like to thank Miss Richardson in Biology 
for making the lessons really inspiring and get-
ting the best from us." Grace Webb said, “We 
would particularly like to thank Miss Hubble 
in EP, she has been a fantastic teacher for our 
class.” Ayasha Steers told us that, “Mr Boniface 
in computer science and my maths lessons have 
inspired me to go on and study these subjects at 
college.” 

Throughout their time at Nunnery Wood there 
have been so many opportunities available to 
students aside from their learning and class-
room experiences, as many of these continued 
during the pandemic as was possible. These 
include the day to day clubs and activities such 
as sports, science or art clubs in addition to 

shows and productions, the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme as well as big overseas trips 
such as skiing, Italy, France, Berlin, Spain and  
the Battlefields. Whilst the students have their 
memories of Nunnery Wood, they are certainly 
a year group who will be remembered by the 
Nunnery community. They certainly are a 
wonderful group of young people and we wish 
them well for the future. Mrs Marshall, Head 
of Year 11 said, “I wish you all the best for the 
future - good luck for your exams Year 11. It 
has been an eventful few years together, and I 
am very proud of everything you have over-
come. Despite all the challenges we have shared 
some fantastic times together and I have very 
fond memories of you all – you will certainly 
be missed”. Miss Johnson added, “Goodbye to 
all of you. You have been such a wonderful year 
group. It has been a real pleasure to get to know 
each and every one of you. We have had both 
tears and laughter in our office, but I wouldn’t 
change a thing. I am so proud of you all and I 
wish you the best of luck on your next adven-
tures, take care.” Mrs Jasper said, “Goodbye 
and good luck to each and every one of you. 
You will be truly missed.”
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Message from Mr Powell 

The Adam Hussain Award

Thank You & 
Goodbye

A Message from Miss Speechley...

Freya Harrison
YEAR 7

STUDENTS and staff have been asked to nomi-
nate a student each who they think is deserving 
of the Adam Hussain Award. This is a very pres-
tigious prize awarded to only to students who 
are above and beyond day in and day out.

This award is in memory of Adam Hussain 
who was a much loved and respected Nunnery 
Student who left school in 2017. Shortly after 
he left, he sadly passed away whilst completing 
training with the national citizenship service.

The award will be given to a student showing 
the same qualities as Adam: - Care for others 
- A willingness to get involved and make our 
community/world better (clubs, charities and 
funraising)

We are looking for students who show quali-
ties consistently as Adam did, such as Adam’s 
kindness, caring nature inclusivity, and working 
towards helping others (in or out of school).

Staff and students can vote for their nominated 
pupil via portal by clicking on the link on the 
home page and submitting the person’s name, 
form and reason why. This award is a lovely 
thing to do because it gives the winner the 
recognition, they deserve that they might not 
always be praised for.

Mrs Aris
I joined Nunnerywood High School 5 years ago 
and I have thoroughly enjoyed my time here 
working with some wonderful and unforget-
table students and amazing members of staff. 
Wishing all my year 10 students good luck as 
they move on up into year 11. Goodbye all, will 
miss everyone.

The first part of the summer term has been a 
very short one. However, we have packed a 
huge amount into the term and we hope that you 
enjoy reading all about it in this issue. The news 
team has been steadily growing again this term 
and we are always welcoming of new mem-
bers. They have been keen to be out and about, 
especially interviewing their teachers to find out 

more about them. Thank you to everyone who 
has helped to get the news to us. We are proud 
to be able to bring you stories on all of the 
fantastic events that have happened in school 
this half term. Remember to follow us on social 
media so that you see the news as it happens.

If you would like to be part of the Nunnery 

News team, just come along to AR1 on Wednes-
days after school. There are always opportu-
nities for everyone. This includes, reporters, 
photographers and editors. It is a lovely way to 
make new friends and learn new skills. We hope 
you enjoy this issue and as always welcome 
your views, contributions and opinions.

Year 11
As I write, Year 11 students are taking a break 
after their first GCSE examination – Ethics and 
Philosophy – and there is a buzz to their conver-
sations that I’m going to interpret as a positive 
sign! They are the first year group for two years 
to experience this rite of passage and seem to be 
managing it brilliantly. Though the student cur-
rently sitting exams may not agree, it is fantastic 
that school life has fallen back into a familiar 
rhythm. The two year absence of formal exami-
nations has raised questions about how and why 
we assess our students and lots of school leaders 
are hoping that reform is on its way. In the 
meantime, through our preparations in lessons 
and revisions sessions prior to examinations, 
we will do all we can to support students at this 
important threshold in their lives.

Ofsted Report and Student Voice
I’ve shared our recent Ofsted report with you in 
my Parent Update; it’s available on the Ofsted 
website too. Ofsted are increasingly interested 
in what students think about their school and 
in this they are mirroring something that has 
been part of our practice for several years. For 
instance, Nunnery students complete anony-
mous online surveys on a regular basis that ask 
them to share their experience of school life. 
They are invited to talk about everything, from 
their mental health to how they are rewarded 
for their work. This gives school staff a global 
picture from which we can narrow our focus, 
perhaps looking to investigate further in some 
areas before changing our practice. Student 
voice is also an extensive part of how we self-
evaluate our teaching with students asked about 
what kind of feedback is effective, for instance. 

Each tutor group elects two MPs who report to 
the school parliament – which in turn reports 
to the school’s leadership team, adding another 
channel by which student can play a part in our 
ongoing development.

New Intake, 2022
As we work with our Year 11s in their final 
weeks at Nunnery, we’re getting to know next 
year’s intake through a series of primary school 
visits and induction days. This is always an 
exciting time for school staff and it’s great to 
see that parents opting for Nunnery as their first 
choice of secondary is higher than ever. Our 
current students play a vital part in the induction 
process and it’s moving to see them support the 
new intake with help and advice.
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My Time at 
Nunnery
James Harrison
HEAD BOY
THIS half term has beenmy final one as Head 
Boy of Nunnery Wood. The focus for  Year 11 
students are very much on our final GCSEs, 
which are now in full swing. However, we do 
have our leavers’ assembly and prom to look 
forward to when all of the hard work is over. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed being your head boy
and getting to know so many more students
and teachers. I have been proud to represent
the school in a variety of ways. I only have
a few weeks left at school next half term and
will then be handing over to a brand-new head
boy to continue to lead the student voice. Until
then, let me know of any issues you have or just
come and say hello!

Melanie Mariga
HEAD GIRL
This is my last issue for the Nunnery News and  
time has flown by so incredibly quickly. Work-
ing with the prefect team has been memorable 
to say the least. I have had the pleasure of work-
ing with a wonderful team– especially head boy 
James, and the deputies Awa, Bella Ewan and 
Will. Thank you.

The teachers who pushed us year 11s to work 
our hardest and truly believed in us – thank 
you. As we approach our final weeks with you, 
we thank you especially for all the extra work 
you’ve put in.  

I have memories with lots of people  that I 
will be forever grateful to have met and will 
genuinely miss. Thank you for being such kind, 
funny and interesting people - it’s been so great 
getting to know so many of you. 

Lastly,  it has been a pleasure and an honour 
being your head girl this year. I can never thank 
you enough for giving me this opportunity! I 
wish the very best of luck to the next head girl/
head boy candidates. Good luck with your cam-
paigning and I wish you the best of luck.

Isabella Harmer
YEAR 11
OVER the course of my five impactful years at 
Nunnery, I have been able to grow and develop 
as a person to maximise my full potential. The 
prefect team along with the senior leadership 
team have provided me with a safe environ-
ment to express myself and make amends to the 
school for future educational years to benefit 
from, such as fundraising and promotions in 
order to produce an ebullient atmosphere for 
students to thrive. I will forever be grateful for 
the rewarding experiences that Nunnery has 
provided me with which I shall carry alongside 
the fond memories as we all progress to our 
chosen post-16 experiences. 
You may not realise it yet, but I am certain that 
later on in life we shall reflect on the immense 
gratitude that our diverse community deserves 
and cherish it all the same.

William Hammant
YEAR 11
IT has been a pleasure to be a member of Nun-
nery Wood High School, I shall cherish the 
many memories made, many of which I am 
immensely grateful for them to have been made 
here. The prefect team has allowed me to assist 
the school in a myriad of ways, and that has 
been integral in my development as a character. 
I would certainly like to see the prefect team in 
the future continue to play their role in contrib-
uting to the numerous charity and fundraising 
events that ultimately reach beyond the school 
gates.

Dealing With Exam Stress
WORKING towards exams at any age, both in 
school and beyond can create feelings of worry 
and being under pressure. It is very normal to 
feel worried about your exams but some stress 
can even be motivational. The stress that the 
deadline of exams causes can help people to 
focus and pay attention, at the end it will also 
make you more proud of your accomplish-
ments. We can do things to make sure our stress 
is managed and motivational. 

If you are part way through your GCSE exams 
or preparing for your end of year exams then 
read below to see what you can do to help man-
age your stress.  

Keep it in perspective.   
Your exams are important but whatever happens 
in your exams you can still be successful in life 
afterwards. If you don’t do as well as you hoped 
keep things in perspective.  

Your attitude, transferable skills and how well 
you get on with people are also all key things 
that employers look for but won’t be found in 
your exam scores.  

Your exams don’t define you as a person, they 
are just one part of your life so far.  

Think about all the work you have already done, 
keep going!  

Once you have done the exam, move on and 
don’t keep thinking about it. There is nothing 
you can do and worrying will not change your 
mark.  

Get Organised.  
How long until your exams are over? If they are 
14 days away then turn it into a 14 day chal-
lenge, there is an end point to look forward to.  

Break your revision into small chunks so it is 
manageable.  

Schedule in time to relax. Make sure working 
time is productive (no phone or T.V in the back-
ground) so it is less time consuming and make 
sure you have a break.  

Look after yourself.  
Eat breakfast, and lunch. Make sure you drink 
lots of water; a hydrated brain can do more!  

Keep active, a small walk to break up your 
work is helpful.  

Get a good night’s sleep, 8 hours is the recom-
mendation.  

Schedule something you find relaxing into 
your breaks.  
Remember that it is very normal to feel stressed 
or anxious about upcoming exams, especially 
as you may not have had many exams during 
lockdown. Using the tips above can help you 
feel more organised and prepared for what 
is coming. Feeling prepared can help reduce 
stress. Best of luck and if you have a good tip 
about how to reduce exam stress or a great revi-
sion idea then please do share it by sending it to 
e.budge@nunnerywood.worcs.sch.uk 

Stress can take many forms such as tearfulness, 
insomnia, lack of appetite or eating all the time. 
Some young people may show their stress by 
socialising all the time or not socialising at all. 
Exam season can be a difficult time but the 
skills that young people learn now can help 
them become more resilient in the future. 

Tips for Parents
There are lots of things which parents can and 
probably are already doing to support their child 

during this time. We have included some top 
tips that may be useful.  

Reward effort rather than results. Not all chil-
dren will achieve the top results but if they have 
worked hard and tried their best then that should 
be recognised.  

Give them regular balanced meals. Whilst stu-
dents may just want to graze as they carry out 

their revision it is a good idea to stick to regular 
meals, this will allow them to take a break from 
studying too.  

Help them make a schedule. Ideally split the 
day into three parts, morning, afternoon and 
evening. No more than two of these three 
segments should be taken up with work each 
day. There will be some time for revision after 
school but students also need to take a break.  

Fit in some exercise. It could be quick walk to 
the shops or walking the dog but getting outside 
and doing exercise can give students a boost!  

Be gentle with your words. Avoid the obvious 
statements such as ‘Don’t worry you’ll be fine” 
instead acknowledge that it is stressful and that 
they can only do their best.  

Lots of students will complain of feeling 
stressed over the weeks ahead as they near the 
finish of exams or are getting ready to start 
them. It is important to remind young people 
that this is a normal feeling and something they 
will experience again in their lifetime. Helping 
them to learn how to manage this will be a skill 
they use over and over again.  

Do you have a question or a topic that you 
would like to be covered in the advice section? 

We want this section of the Nunnery News to 
be as useful as possible. If you have a question 
or would like some advice then please send an 
email to smsc@nunnerywood.worcs.sch.uk and 
we will choose a different question to answer in 
each edition of Nunnery News.
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ON Thursday 7th April, 2022 Miss Lott and 
Mrs Gwynne took a group of budding STEM 
students to the MACH Exhibition at the NEC in 
Birmingham. Organised by the Manufacturing 
Technologies Association, MACH is a fantas-
tic showcase of the advanced engineering and 
Manufacturing industry. MACH is the UK’s 
biggest event for inspiring, innovating and con-
necting manufacturing.

Students experienced an event specialising in 
STEM and engineering careers showcasing live 
and digital production systems in one space. 
They listened to lectures delivered by keynote 
speakers from the University of Wolverhampton 
Racing Team, Airbus Defence and Space Mars 

Rover as well as taking part in hands on activi-
ties. They were then taken on a tour of the exhi-
bition by ex-Nunnery Wood student, Matthew 
Jarvis who is now completing his engineering 
apprenticeship at Mazak. 

The students competed against each other in a 
virtual reality welding challenge. Zak Ali 10.6 
won the challenge with the highest percentage 
of the day achieving a score of 85%. Abigail 
Ginever 10.7 won an insulated travel mug for 
her skills in Scratch Programming Schools com-
peted against each other on the high pressurised 
Formula 1 race track. Olivia McFarlane 10.2 
won the challenge with the quickest reaction 
time! Tobias Gormley 9.2 said, “It was amazing 

to see the F1 cars up close. I really enjoyed 
learning about how the engines are made.”

The University of Wolverhampton racing team 
invited the students to change a tyre on a For-
mula 1 car by. Sadly, none of them were able to 
reach the racing time of 5 seconds! During the 
day students spent time programming the VEX 
Robotics to use electromagnets to move differ-
ent coloured discs. Hazel Holmer 10.11 said, “I 
really enjoyed learning to program the robot and 
it was great to see how all the areas of STEM 
are connected”. They spoke to the engineer-
ing team leading the Mars Rover expedition, 
made 3D dinosaurs in the printing gallery and 
programmed mini-robots using coloured inks. 

Imogen Heppner 9.4 said, “It really challenged 
stereotypes in STEM and showed us the wide 
range of careers available at all levels.”

One of the highlights of the day for many stu-
dents was listening to a presentation from “Ap-
prentice of the Year” Katy Foster. Issac Perks 
10.4 said, “The talk was very inspiring and the 
trip really opened my eyes to how versatile 
STEM is.” 

If you have any questions about careers in 
STEM don’t hesitate to speak to Miss Lott 
(SC1) or Mrs Gwynne (opposite the library)  

STEM Trip to MACH NEC

Regional STEM Competi-
tion Winners
TWO Year 8 students, Jonathan Wheatley and 
Levi Adusei-Hillel have been announced as 
Regional Stem winners for the Central region of 
the Leaders Award.

Schools from around the country entered the 
competition and there were over 50,000 entries 
in total.

The leaders award encourages budding engi-
neers and designers to look at the world around 
them to find problems an engineering solution 
could solve. Alongside their annotated draw-
ings, an accompanying letter is required to per-
suade engineers to choose their design to build.
Engineers and educationalists grade every 
entry and all entries receive a named certificate. 
Shortlisted entries form part of the regional pub-
lic exhibitions and winners are presented with a 
trophy at a prestigious awards’s night.
Jonathan came up with a recyclable and re-

usable covid testing kit. He said, “The current 
testing kits are all made of non- recyclable 
materials which are thrown away into landfill. I 
wanted to design a kit, which could be re-used 
in some parts and recyclable too to help save the 
environment. I am an Eco rep and this is some-
thing I feel strongly about. I was amazed and 
very pleased to hear that my design had won.”
Levi designed a phone, which has a special 
feature. On the back of the phone, there is a 
fingerprint sensor which, when double tapped 
activates a projector. It also helps the phone user 
to see things in larger form if they do not have a 
TV or are mobile without a TV. Levi said, “The 
name of my design is GarbAr. “I was excited 
and surprised to hear that my design had won in 
my category.”

Both students have been invited to a prestigious 
award’s evening which will take place in Cov-
entry to celebrate the regional winners.
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YEAR 8 were able to explore careers linked to 
STEM as part of their careers education in their 
science lessons. Worcester Bosch, which is a 
global engineering firm specialising in central 
heating boilers for domestic and commercial 
properties, prepared a video that was shown to 
students to help them understand what careers 
are linked to STEM. They then followed this up 
with a series of tasks and discussions.

Oliver Leonard explains what the session 
involved. “Bosch is a company that produces 
many household appliances and turns over a 
staggering 80 billion pounds a year and produc-
es one boiler every 40 seconds. We watched a 
video presented by three Bosch engineers Tom, 
Timmy and Sam.  They explained how Bosch 
offers apprenticeships to potential employees 
and this is how Sam found their way into a ca-
reer with the company. Sam is a fault engineer 
at Bosch and he has to find mistakes. He also 
joked that he makes mistakes too! He has to 
check how boilers react and if that is unsafe 
then it has to be resolved.” Saya Jaf added that 
“Getting an apprenticeship is a good way to get 
paid whilst you are learning new things.”

Liv Wheeler said that, “Worcester Bosch has 
many different jobs and provide many op-
portunities. There are many different sections 
in Bosch and whilst they offer apprenticeships 
and degree entry roles there are other positions 
available and they have a team of trainers who 
help people to gain qualifications and a career 
at Bosch.”
Shieanne Corpue added that, “There are many 
different types of engineers such as purchasing 
or designing. All engineers need to have a good 

understanding of maths and science. This helps 
with understanding which materials to use as 
well as costing out projects properly.”

 Annika Potter told us that, “There are many 
types of engineering including marketing, de-
signing and many more. You also develop skills 
such as resilience, teamwork, and social skills. 
So, whilst maths and science are important it is 
not all just about that.”

Gracie Lee was interested in what the company 
was doing to protect the environment. “They 
are aiming to be carbon neutral and so far have 
removed 700 tonnes of plastic out of their 
products. They are using hydrogen heating for 
their own buildings as well as using this for the 
domestic heating that they design and produce.’ 
Reggie Perks added that, “They also place wind 
turbines near housing estates to help provide 
energy and reduce CO2 emissions.”

Mr Tom Collins (Head of Research and De-
velopment at Worcester Bosch) said, ‘The real 
world of work isn’t like an exam - it’s about 
solving problems as teams, and it takes all sorts 
of people with different skills and perspec-
tives to make it happen. Even if you find some 
subjects hard, you are uniquely gifted. In STEM 
you could find a career that you really enjoy 
where you solve problems and make a differ-
ence. Follow your passion to change the world, 
search for opportunities and be ready to take 
them when they come!’ 

Mrs Gwynne is our careers officer and is always 
on hand to answer careers questions. You can 
find her office outside the library and she is 

always happy to offer advice and provide infor-
mation on careers. 

Worcester Bosch Promotes STEM Careers

Due to the dry and sunny February we were 
able to start the Year 9 training early. Being 
able to use the minibuses again has meant that 
we have been able to travel further afield and 
make use of Bredon Hill for the Year 9 training 
session and the Teme Valley for Silver firther 
training which means we can now get some real 
hills in.

During the winter most students have been 
continuing with their other sections of Sport, 
Skill and Volunteering and many are well on 
their way with their 3 or 6 month commitment 
to their various sections.

49 students in Year 9 completed one of 5 train-
ing days on Bredon Hill where they learnt a 
variety of skills from reading a map, recognis-
ing features, working as a team, appropriate kit 
and coping with weather, pacing and estimating 
distance, the Country Code ie closing gates and 
leaving no trace. We endeavoured to do our bit 
for National Litter Week but were pleasantly 
pleased to find no litter on our 10 kms walk on 
Bredon Hill. Thank you to the following staff 
who helped with the training walks and passed 
on their knowledge.

Ms Bennett, Ms Ledbury, Mrs Westhead, Ms 
Young and Richard Townshend who acted as 
backup. 

Of the 17 students in Year 10 who have carried 
on with the Silver Award 14 were able to due to 

the favourable weather conditions to complete 
a training walk on the Worcestershire  Way in 
early March. It was a stunning day and the three 
teams honed their navigation skills from Great 
Witley and finishing south of Knightwick at 
Crews Hill. It was the first time that they had to 
really deal with hilly terrain as we had been lim-
ited to walking from school for the Bronze ex-
pedition. Over 14kms and 400 metres of ascent 
counts as a “ Quality Walking Day” for anyone 
out walking. Again thanks to Ms Ledbury and 
Ms Beard who acted as supervisory cover.
Their Silver Qualifying Expedition took place 
over 3 days from the 1st to 3rd April in the 
Suckley Hills and the area to the west of the 
Malvern Hills camping overnight in the school 
orchard and then at West Malvern for the 
second night. We were extremely lucky with 
the weather but had to contend with cold nights 
and frost on the tents. With the foresight of 
extra sleeping bags and a store of fleece liners 
we were able to cope with the cold. We are very 
lucky that we are able to access such lovely 
countryside only a short distance from Worces-
ter. The groups walked from Ankerdine back to 
school via the Elgar route through Broadheath 
and then along the river Severn. The following 
two days followed a route from Knightwick to 

British Camp partly along the Worcestershire 
Way but also out to the footpaths around Ma-
thon and Colwall. They covered about 48 kms 
over the 3 days and walked for the 7 hours the 
award suggests.

Anjes Van Der Kleijn
Sophie Cockeram
Isaac Perkins
Tommy Rhodes
Finlay Antcliff
Edward Darby
Willian Darby
Gabriel Boxall
Henry Welsby
Luka Woolven
Abigail Ginever
Adam Russel
Eva Justice
Olivia McFarlane

Staff Ms Bennett Ms Gonzalez Ms Beard Mrs 
Westhead Ms Humphries and Richard Town-
shend (assessor)

Since the Easter holidays 33 Year 9 students 
have completed their practice expedition which 
involved two days walking and an overnight 
camp at school. Hopefully by half term all 49 
will have completed their training section and 
be ready for the Qualifying expedition in and 
around the Malvern Hills.

The DofE Award is not just the expedition 
section and it has been an achievement that so 
many students have managed to complete the 
full award during the last year to April despite 
lockdowns. 91 students completed their Bronze 
Award from the current Year 10 and 11, 6 their 
Silver from the current Year 11 and last year’s 
and 1 Gold for Maisie Parsons who left NWHS 
in 2011, is now 26 and currently studying to 
be a vet. We are still trying to catch up and 
complete sections as a result of Covid. Some 
Year 11 students will complete their expedition 

section after their exams this summer and those 
who have carried on to Gold have until they are 
25 to complete their award.
Students have undertaken hours of Volunteer-
ing, helping with Eco Club, mentoring and 
Prefect duties, helping at Park Run, Police 
Cadets, after school activities at local Primary 
schools, looking after the environment by lit-
ter picking their local area, Worcester Woods 
and local parks, helping at local charity shops, 
coaching at local sports clubs, Young Leaders 
for the Scout and Guide movement, coaching 
and teaching younger siblings, supporting older 
family members during lockdown, school librar-
ians, the school newspaper, Dance leaders…the 
list goes on. Many students have continued with 
their volunteering beyond the allotted period of 
3 or 6 months and hopefully they will continue 
to support their local community in some way.

DoE Spring & Summer Updates 



Nunnery News // 6 

EEccoo  NNeewwss
ffrroomm  yyoouurr  EEccoo  TTeeaamm

THE city of Worcester is one of the few places 
selected as the Queen's Green Canopy Cities.
With preparation well underway for celebra-
tions to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, 
Worcester City Mayor Stephen Hodgson 
planted a cherry tree this week as part of the 
Queen’s Green Canopy scheme.

Three pupils from Nunnery Wood High 
School’s Eco Club helped the mayor plant the 
tree outside Waitrose in London Road, accom-
panied by store manager Scott Whittaker and 
other Waitrose staff.

Worcester is one of the select few Queen’s 
Green Canopy cities and the cherry tree is 
one of many planted across the city in recent 
months. In January, the mayor joined volunteers 

to mark the end of the Worcester Charter 400 
project, by planting 400 saplings in Perdiswell 
Playing Fields.

The tree will have a special QGC commemora-
tive plaque. Her Majesty the Queen and The 
Prince of Wales planted the first Jubilee tree 
in the grounds of Windsor Castle to mark the 
launch of the Queen’s Green Canopy, a national 
initiative to plant new trees across the nation.
Mayor Cllr Hodgson said: “Worcester is one 
of the select Queen’s Green Canopy cities and 
I was delighted to be asked to ‘Plant a Tree for 
the Queen’s Jubilee’ as part of this tree planting 
initiative and hope that it is enjoyed by resi-
dents and visitors to Worcester for many years 
to come.”

Worcester’s Mayor Joins 
in with Tree Planting What Do You Do To Help 

The Environment?
Amelia Day
YEAR 7

CHLOE Hesketh and I went around school to 
find out what some of the teachers do to help 
the environment. We were very pleased with the 
results.

Mr Morrison informed us that he recycles at 
home whilst also only using the heating when it 
is necessary. 

Mrs Mackay shared with us that she loves to 
plant flowers and help to the bees. She also 
enjoys recycling and composting.

Mrs De-la-hay kindly explained that she cuts 
out on using the tumble dryer when she can and 
also turns off her TV completely.

Miss Speechley kindly shared with us that she 
is replacing the heating by popping on a jumper. 
She also is turning off her devices when she 
doesn’t need them.
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of the Month 
YEAR 9 students have been designing and mak-
ing desk lights with a biomimicry theme. Well 
done to all students who completed this project!

Monday Eco Club 
HERE at Monday Eco Club we have been hard 
at work in all weathers working on our new 
nature trail. We have designed and started work 
on an unloved section of school to turn it into 
our very own nature trail as part of our work 
towards our Eco Schools award. We started by 
researching the kind of things we needed to 
include and then designed a walkthrough trail. 
Over the last few weeks we have been bringing 
our ideas to life.  

We started by mapping out the path through the 
area, trying to follow the natural contours of 
the space. The path twists and turns through the 
space, including over a wildlife water pool and 
under a willow archway. The area has over 90 
hedging saplings and some trees which we have 
recently planted. Across the area we have let the 
wildflowers develop for themselves, and added 
some scented plants along the first section of the 
path including lavender, lemon balm, mint, wild 
garlic and much much more!  

During the early spring we planted some 
meadow style seeds too including poppies, 
cornflowers,  bee and butterfly mixes, and aqui-
legias.  Using some of the funds raised from our 
pre-loved uniform sales we have also purchased 
some buddleias verbenas and other such plants 
which our pollinators will love from Pershore 
College.  

After some interesting visits from the Worcester 
Environment Group we have also got some 
new hedgehog houses and bird boxes for the 
area too. All the entries from our current build a 
nature habitat competition will also go into the 
area too. Our hard work is already evident as 
we already have a resident toad. We are hoping 
to have the area ready for some wildlife lessons 
later this year!  
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Meet Their Pets

Are Teachers Interesting?

Miss Humphries has 2 cats called Dywalgi and 
Little Ginge. 
Ms Ball owns a Cockapoo called Ella.
Mr Kowalik has 2 cats, Erik and Erny. 
Ms Beard has 2 cats Ronnie & Redgy, and a dog 
called Eddy.  
Ms Booth has cat called Luna.  
Ms Thompson has a dog called Misty. 
Mrs de-le-Hay owns a dog called Albey. 
Mr & Mrs Kurkus have 2 cats called Moomin 
& Lily. 
Miss Richardson keeps a hamster called Hugo 
& 2 land snails called Leonard and Sheldon.  
Mrs Price owns a dog called Aurora.
Miss Nixon-Hill has a dog called Isla.  
Ms Young has a Cockapoo called Wilbur.  
Miss Speechley has a cat called Gumbo.
Mrs Stevens owns 2 tortoises & 2 cats called 
Parsley & Mr Woppitt. 
Miss White owns 2 German Shepherds. 
Mr Hancock has 2 Jack Russells, Ted & Beau.
Mrs Hunt has a Cockapoo. 

Aurora, Mrs Price

Ella, Mrs Ball

Beau & Ted, Mr Hancock

Mrs Baddaley - Bruno, Sheldon, Lilith & 
Starry

Mrs Hunt - Hendrix

Eddie, Ms Beard

Gumbo, Miss Speechley

Moomin & Lily, Mr Kurkus & Mrs Kurkus

Luna, Mrs Booth

Isla, Miss Nixon-Hill

Freya Harrison & Kat Woolmer 
YEAR 7

THIS month, Isla Hannant, Kat Woolmer and I 
went round asking teachers what their favour-
ite book was and why for world book day. We 
were very happy with our results as always and 
thought we should share them with you. Happy 
World Book Day! 

Mr Kowalik kindly shared that his favourite 
book was an old one called Whiskey Galore. He 
likes it because it is a true story about a commu-
nity pulling together at a tricky time and were 
resilient to help each other. 

Mr Lord said he loves his Soccernomic books 
very much because it is about the best sport 
(football) and he is very passionate about things 
like that. 

Ms Vicary said this was a hard question but 
must be ‘a thousand splendid stars’ because it is 
an epic story about trying and trying again. 

Mrs De-La-Hay informed us after much brain-
storming that her all-time favourite was The 
Bone Collector by Jeffery Deaver as it was an 
extremely gripping story which fitted her prefer-
ence for thrillers. 

Ms Richardson wasn’t hesitant to tell us that she 
loves Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire! She 
explained that she likes as it is action packed 
and contains a lot of thrill. 

Ms Owen like Ms Richardson agrees that Harry 
Potter is the best series however disagrees on 
the best book, she is Deathly Hallows all the 
way. 
 
Teacher’s Favourite Movies -   
Mrs Stevens - Alice in Wonderland  

Mrs Vicary - The sound of Music  
Miss Hunt - Mamma Mia  
Miss Humphries - The Pianist  
Mrs. Thomas - The wizard of oz  
Mrs Ball - The notebook, Vanilla sky, Bridget 
Jones, Top gun 
Miss Panchal - The Pianist, The Napoleon 
Delamont 
Mr Kowalik - The Whiskey Galore  
Miss Beard - Top gun  
Mr Dunk - Independence Day 
Mrs Booth - Dirty Dancing  
Mr McDonald - Avengers Infinity War 
Mrs Thompson - Dirty Dancing, Harry Potter  
Miss Capewell - Titanic  
Mrs Delehay - Love Actually  
Miss Richardson - Harry Potter 
Mrs Campbell - This beautiful fantastic  
Mrs White - The Mummy (original)  
Mr Kurkus - Downfall 
Mrs Stock - The Goonies  
Mrs Price - Pride and prejudice 

Miss Moody - Gladiator  
Miss Nixon Hill - Bridesmaids, Pitch Perfect 
Miss Young - About time  
Miss Reader - Once 
Miss Bott - Parent trap 
Mrs Baddaley - Green Mile
Mrs Bennett - Love Actually

Teacher’s Favourite Songs - 
Mrs Stevens- fishermans blues, water boy 
Mrs Vicary- Believer, Imagine Dragons 
Mrs Beard- Have a nice day, Stereophonics 
Mrs Price- Castel on the hill, Ed Sheeran  
Mrs White - My heart will go on, Celine Dion 
Miss Hunt- Earth, Wind and fire, September  
Miss Nixon-Hill- Mardy Bum, Artic Monkeys 
Mr Kurkus- Aint no sunshine, Bill Withers  
Mr Dunk- Don’t stop believin’, Journey  
Mrs Booth- She bangs the drum- Stone Roses
Mrs Baddaley - Sweet Child O’ Mine
Mrs Bennett - The Killers, Mr Brightside
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Year 8 Robotics Challenge
SEVEN Year 8 Nunnery Wood pupils built two 
kinds of LEGO robots and employed compu-
tational thinking skills and logical thought to 
solve complex challenges. 
The team members were Harry Bloss from 8.07, 
Gracie Lee from 8.06, Tomas Stevenson from 
8.09, Patti Wajda from 8.09, Zihna Steers from 
8.10, Will Dyson 8.07, Harley Merrell 8.04
The challenge, semi-finals competition day, 
took place at The RAF Cosford Museum 
competing against other school teams and their 
robots.
The teams Robots had two purposes: Speed 
& Control and Logical Thinking & Problem 
Solving.

The day started with an introduction to the 
venue and the schedule for the day.  Then the 
team got straight to it.  SPEED…. was the name 
of the game for the first challenge.  Each school 
had two chances at the speed track.    Start in 
the yellow zone – race to the white zone, STOP 
avoiding the jumbo Lego wall, and then return 
to the yellow zone!  Sounds easy maybe… but 
many tried without full success.  Nunnery Wood 
Y8 team successfully completed this chal-
lenge recording a time of 7.1 seconds… yes 7.1 
seconds!  The winners won with a faster time 
and Nunnery Wood finished 3rd place overall 
– something to be very pleased about!   A great 
start by the team.

There were two presentation that the team deliv-
ered during the day to a panel of judges :   Ro-
bot Design & Project Presentation.    This was 
where members of the team were able to talk 
and explain what they had learnt about building 
their robots.  Why they had designed them the 

way they had and how they programmed them.  
It was also a chance to reflect and think about 
what else they could have done better given 
more time.

The main theme to this which was highlighted 
in the second presesntation was the envi-
ronemtal impact.  How could Robots contribute 
and how technology can help the environment.  
The features the TEAM felt strongly about 
focued on windpower for sustainable engergy.
Next was the teamwork challenge.  This was 
set on the day and was an exciting surprise that 
had no preparation time – so the team had to be 
ready.  5 minutes to create a robust rocket car 
The last sessions of the day saw the team com-
plete a range of exciting mat-based tasks.  The
team had two chances to score as many points 
as possible in 5 minutes and 30 seconds.   
The eight tasks all had an environmental ele-
ment to them.  Examples were:
Program the robot to collect the two discarded 
TYRES by using a sensor to follow a track line 
and scoop tyres carefully taking them to the 
recycle centre

Program your robot to go to the RECYCLING 
CENTRE and retrieve both the ‘PLASTIC’ 
(PING PONG BALL) and the ENGINEER and 
then return them to the ROBOT ZONE.  
Retrieve our ECO VEHICLE back to the RO-
BOT ZONE.  Tis however was secured behind 
the SECURITY GATE in the ECOCENTRE 
and we needed to trigger the sensor light!
This task proved to be very challenging and 
tense at times.  I admire the team’s determi-
nation to focus and get this task right…they 
wanted to succeed!   After the first attempt, the 

team had time to return to base, troubleshoot, 
and update their programmed Robot.  This re-
quired a great amount of Teamwork.  The team 
returned for the second attempt and won more 
points that the first round, and we did complete 
the task, which showed them that working 

together, and having a positive attitude got them 
a great result.

While we did not win the competition, the team 
certainly showed great team belief, skills and 
enthusiasm during the whole day.  
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Artist of the week

Art Department Shares 
Facilities with University
SINCE the opening of the new Art Centre, we 
have been really keen to share our fabulous 
new facilities with other art establishments. 
We therefore recently held a series of work-
shop days for Art PGCE student teachers from 
Worcester University. These students all have a 
degree in various art disciplines such as illustra-
tion, fine art, photography, graphics etc but they 
are now undertaking a one year course which 
qualifies them to be able to teach in schools. 
They wanted to spend some time with us to 

explore “what works well” in art lessons and 
to share our experience of what materials and 
techniques children enjoy using.

We had a great day sharing our ideas, dem-
onstrating our favourite art and photography 
techniques and hopefully inspiring the student 
teachers to try out some of these ideas in their 
own lessons.

MANY of you will have seen the incredible 
artwork of Year 11 student Josie Ridge. Over 
her time at Nunnery, we have showcased many 
of Josie’s incredibly skillful paintings and draw-
ings, many of which depict characters from her 
favourite BBC series “Ghosts”.

As a huge fan of this series, Josie decided to 
paint individual portraits of the characters and 
sent them directly to the producers at the BBC.

This week Josie was absolutely thrilled to 
receive a surprise package back from the BBC 
containing the portraits, all of which had been 
signed by the actors who play each character. 
These included famous names such as Simon 
Farnaby and Jim Howick. In addition, Josie was 
also sent some lovely personalized gifts and 
merchandise relating to Ghosts.

This is such a fabulous outcome for Josie, she 
really didn’t expect to receive anything back let 
alone a full set of autographs and merchandise 
– the art department are absolutely delighted 
for her and wish Josie every success on the next 
stage of her art career at college.
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Oliver Price, Year 7

Holly Storey, Year 9
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STUDENTS in Year 7 worked together in form 
groups to produce Easter hampers to donate to 
St Richard’s Hospice. They were packed full of 
delicious chocolate treats and looked beautiful. 
Students then delivered them to the hospice, 
accompanied by Mrs Own. They were then 
distributed to patients and their familes. Claire 
Gijselhart from St Richard’s said “We can see 
that you have gone to so much effort with mak-
ing these and we greatly appreciate all of your 
support so that our patients and their families 
who use our services continue to live well and 
enjoy life as much as possible.”

Year 7 student Chloe Conti added, “It was 
nice to meet some of the staff who work at the 
Hospice, they were all friendly and lovely to 
chat to.”

Carys Brassington said, “The staff were really 
grateful for our Easter eggs and it was nice to 
deliver some nice things to them. The staff are 
looking forward to giving the Easter eggs to 
families.”

Sofia Chapman said, “The gardens at the hos-
pice are beautiful, there’s a nice lake and lot of 
giraffe and elephant sculptures.”

Elizabeth Lee explained, “The hospice looks 
like a really nice environment for the patients 
who live there.”

Lily Marshall added, “Year 7 created some 
imaginative and fun Easter Hampers.”

We will continue to work with St Richard’s 
Hospice to help them raise funds as well as 
other activities which can support their patients 
and families. 

Easter Hampers

MR Haines ran his first half marathon in Milton 
Keynes on Monday 2nd May and he dedicated 
his efforts to raise money for people with 
dementia in the memory of his Dad, who sadly 
passed away in July last year.
Mr Haines said, “It was a great event and I’d 
like to thank the staff at Nunnery for their 
generosity in helping to raise over £500 for 
DementiaUK.”

Dementia UK's Admiral Nurses work alongside 
people with dementia, and their families: giv-
ing them one-to-one support, expert guidance 
and practical solutions. The unique dementia 
expertise an Admiral Nurse brings is a lifeline. 
It helps families to live more positively with de-
mentia in the present, and to face the challenges 
of tomorrow with more confidence and less fear.
Thank you so much for supporting their great 
work and thereby helping other families that are 
facing the effects of dementia.

Mr Haines’s 
1/2 Marathon
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Ready, Steady, Bake!
STAFF and students have been continuing to 
raise funds for their chosen charity, St Richards 
Hospice. Just before half term, they held a Bake 
off in which they made some amazing bakes 
which were then sold on to raise funds for this 
special charity.

St Richard’s Hospice, Head of Catering, Kevin 
Ratcliffe took on the role of ‘Paul Hollywood’ 
with fundraiser Ria Simons to taste and judge 
brilliant sweet treats.

Kevin said, “I had a great afternoon meeting 
everyone and I was very impressed with the 
standard of baking I saw! The levels of imagina-
tion and design flair were exceptional. Everyone 
worked extremely hard and I enjoyed seeing 
your ideas come to life.

From green grass icing to cornflake nests, the 
Easter themed cakes were amazing and went 
on to be sold the following day to further raise 
funds for our care.

I would like to thank you all for allowing me to 

come and judge the Nunnery Wood Bake Off, 
I had a great afternoon meeting you all and I 
was very impressed with the standard of baking 
I saw! Your levels of imagination and design 
flair was exceptional. Every one of you worked 
extremely hard and I enjoyed seeing all your 
ideas come to life.

 I hope you all continue to learn to cook and 
bake as you go through your school life and 
beyond.”

 Feedback from the team at the hospice was 
lovely, they were blown away with the efforts of 
our students: One word, WOW!

 “We were absolutely blown away by yester-
day’s Bake off and were super impressed with 
how the event ran, the children’s awesome bak-
ing abilities and also how lovely, well behaved 
and polite the students were! They really are a 
true credit to you all at Nunnery Wood!” Ria 
Simons.
“Your continuous support of St Richards is 
amazing- We feel extremely to be chosen as 

Nunnery Wood’s charity of the year. Thank 
you.”

 “You all did such a fantastic job at designing, 
preparing and cooking your incredible cakes 
– a much better job than I could do. Thank 
you so much for having us! “Everyone was so 
welcoming and polite, an absolute pleasure to 
be around. You should be extremely proud of 
yourselves.”Molly Morris – Digital Marketing 
Officer at SRH.

Mrs Owen said, “I wanted to say a huge thank 
you to everyone that supported the Nunnery 
Bake Off this week either by taking part, buying 
cakes or helping at the event. It was a huge suc-
cess and the kids were amazing! We raised £180 
from the cake sale which will go to St Richard’s 
Hospice.

Food Technology teacher, Miss Crawford said, 
"I was totally blown away by the amount of 
effort, thought and skill that was given to each 
creation. You would have thought the bakes 
were made by professionals, not students! All 

students involved should be very proud of them-
selves and for supporting such an important 
charity. Well done, all!"
 
Overall winners were:
Students: all from Year 7

Students
1st place: Izzie Faull
2nd place: Katie Sutton
3rd place Izzy Wilson

Staff
1st place: Miss L Coopey-Palmer
2nd place: Miss Z Harper
3rd place: Mr A Raistrick
 

Izzie Faull, 1st Place

Miss L Coopey-Palmer, 1st Place Miss Z Harper, 2nd Place Mr A Raistrick, 3rd Place 

Katie Sutton, 2nd Place Izzy Wilson, 3rd Place
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Love Cooking?
IT has been a busy term in the Food & Nutrition 
department! Year 7s have started their seasonal 
eating topic and have prepared a vibrant stir fry 
that has encouraged them to think about how 
they could include seasonal ingredients.

In Year 8, we have finished the special diets 
topic by exploring dishes that are suitable for 
vegetarians, where they created a chickpea 
curry to explore the use of alternative proteins. 
Many students have commented that they may 
switch the chickpeas more often! 
Over in Year 9, we have been delving into the 

impact food has on the environment and stu-
dents have been putting their debate skills to the 
test to identify what can be done to reduce the 
impact. In practicals, they have been consider-
ing dishes that can utilise commonly waste 
ingredients by making a crunchy pasta bake and 
banana muffins.

 At GCSE, our Year 10 students have been 
exploring STEM food science investigations, 
where they have been designing, conducting 
and analysing their own experiments to analyse 
the use of starches in sauce making. 
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Private Peaceful Theatre Trip
Gabrial Boxall
YEAR 10

YEAR 10 GCSE drama students went to Mal-
vern theatre to watch Private Peaceful. Private 
Peaceful is a play based off the best-selling 
book by Michael Morpurgo of the same name. 
It follows two brothers who are brought up in 
the countryside, and it follows their life up to 
World War one.

This play was very good, the actors and ac-
tresses all did a phenomenal job, and for me a 
highlight was the colours used. The cyclorama 
(the back wall on stage) changed colours all 
throughout, from deep oranges to bright greens, 
and were an excellent representation of what 
was going on onstage. At the end of the play, the 
lights went black, the wall went red and confetti 
was dropped from above, this was visually very 
interesting, and stuck with me.

Another part I appreciated in the play, was the 
set. It was 1 set that didn’t change, and was used 
very effectively, it consisted of 2 ramps with a 
mini platform connecting them. This allowed 
the actors to use the stage to their advantage, 
with different levels and a multitude of ways of 
getting from one side of the stage to the other. 
Not only this, but the set was used to represent 
different places such as a house, the countryside 
or a trench. 

The trip improved even more when, as we were 
leaving the lead actor wandered out and waved 
at us as he was heading home, which was very 
cool.

This trip was excellent, and I would recommend 
it to everyone and would tell people see it while 
it is still in theatres.

A Journey Through Musicals 
A JOURNEY through musicals summer show-
case will be a show like no other. Five extracts 
from famous musicals will be entwined with 
live music and dancing and will be brought to 
you by a fantastic cast from many year groups. 
Rehearsals are going well with an excitement 
and buzz in the air. 

Anjes Van Der Kleijn said about the musical  
“On Wednesdays we rehearse for Oliver and 
as a narrator , I move the set pieces on and off 
stage and introduce the new acts. On Thursdays 
we are spilt into two groups for rehearsals for 
Matilda and Annie. I’m looking forward to 
performing in the show.”

Puru Panicker said, “I’ve been attending singing 
and performing rehearsals every Tuesday and 
Wednesday and for me, it’s been an amazing 
experience to watch each act come along and 
seeing the effort each one of us puts into the 
performance. It’s also really sweet to see the 
Year 7s take part and I love the community that 
has formed from these rehearsals” 

The cast will be doing their first performance to 
a matinee of primary school children and then 2 
nights of performances following that. 

Be sure to get your tickets. The show runs from 
6th – 7th July.

Music Award 
for Freya
FREYA Pratley, Year 7, has been playing the 
flute since year 3 at Primary School. Freya 
chose the flute when the play to learn scheme 
was available at her primary school. She said, “I 
had wanted to learn the flute, so this was a great 
chance for me to do that. I enjoy playing and I 
practice every day. I practiced more than once 
a day leading up to my exam, which I recently 
took. It was the Grade 3, which I passed with a 
High Pass. The scales were difficult, so I was 
pleased that I had passed. I would like to con-
tinue playing the flute and taking more Grades. I 
now have lessons once a week her at Nunnery.”

 COME AND TRY
LIFT OFF! 
New beginner music groups for all 
BROMSGROVE  KIDDERMINSTER  MALVERN  WORCESTER

Come with your instrument. No musical
experience needed. FREE to take part.
Sign up here www.severnarts.org.uk/lift-off
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Ukraine Charity Run
TO help raise vital funds to support the current 
situation in The Ukraine, students and staff 
took to the track to run, jog or walk either 1,3 
or 5 km. They paid an entry fee and as we 
went to print the total amount had not yet been 
calculated, however, the generosity of everyone 
was incredible. Over 100 students from all year 
group took part. Many opted to wear blue and 
yellow, with many also painting their faces.  
There was even a huge dinosaur running! Lots 
of students and staff were cheering on the run-
ners. Music played motivate everyone and the 
atmosphere was fantastic. Drinks and snacks 
were on sale with all proceeds adding to the 
total amount of money raised. Mrs Owen, who 
organised the event, said, “A huge well done to 
all our students and who took part in the Run 
for The Ukraine. It was great to see so many 
students showing their support and raising vital 
funds for the humanitarian appeal. The total 
amount raised will be announced soon!”
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Media reviews
Is Music 
Getting 
Worse?

Doctor Strange vs Everything Every-
where All At Once 

The Library Top 10 Readers

What is it 
Today?

AT the end of each term, the top two students in 
each year group who have borrowed and read 
(we do check!) the most books from the school 
library win a prize. All prize winners are invited 
to select a book which the School Librarians 
will purchase on their behalf. All book prizes 
include a bookplate with the winner’s details.

We appreciate that there are lots of students 
in school who also read their own books from 
home which are not included in these figures, 
which is why we endeavour to keep our library 
resources up to date and current to encourage 
students to borrow books from the library too! J

It was with great delight that we were able to 
present last term’s Top Readers with their book 

awards…

Year 7 winners Kat Woolmer (31 books) and 
Tabassum Akhtar (30 books)

Year 8 winners Fatimah Hussain (14 books) and 
Ashlee Vercosa Da Silva (14 books)

Year 9 winners Luke Lander (38 books) and 
Ethan Haywood (26 books)

Year 10 winners Kai Shankara-Ralph (109 
books) and Phoebe Ward-Smith (48 books)

Year 11 winners Hannah Sonusi (14 books) and 
Daisy Regan (11 books)

Edward Darby
YEAR 10

SONGS increasingly have less variety in the 
way they sound, the instrumentation and record-
ing techniques. Rather than experimenting with 
various recording devices and techniques, much 
of today's pop music uses the same instrument. 
This is normally a keyboard, a sampler, com-
puter software and a drum machine. This leads 
to all modern pop music sound pretty much the 
same. Most modern songs also use the exact 
same chord sequences and patterns because it 
is comfortable for the listeners. The quality of 
lyrics in a song has also got worse, they have 
become simplified and less interesting. More 
songs are released more often because off there 
availability online. This leads to music produc-
ers releasing more, lower quality songs because 
it is in the best interest for them.

William Derby
YEAR 10

DID you know that May 14th was National but-
termilk biscuit day; or that May 27th was Na-
tional Cellophane Day. Every single year there 
is around 1500 national days, weeks and months 
and sometimes people might wonder why there 
is so many. Most of these days are completely 
worthless, created as a joke by people across the 
internet, however there are some which could be 
beneficial for society, such as National Common 
Courtesy Day on March 21st, although it begs 
the question why people are not Courteous all 
year round. The first week in May is National 
Pet week where people celebrate the relation-
ship between pets and humans and enjoy some 
time with their pets. Similarly, just after this 
is June 4th – National Hug Your Cat Day. The 
internet obsession of ‘National Days’ has been 
take too far, with some National Days creating 
purely for marketing or niche interests leading 
to many previously important days to be lost in 
the huge onslaught of new ones.

Gabrial Boxall
YEAR 10

IT appears the latest cinema craze is multi-
verses, and so far this year, there have been 2 
movies centred around the idea of multiverses, 
one from the multibillion-dollar-franchise 
Marvel, and one from the lesser known indie 
studio A24. One of these movies I would call 
a masterpiece, the other I would call boring, 
formulaic and predictable. 

Doctor Strange 2 is a poor attempt at a movie. 
Considering this movie is from influential 
director Sam Raimi, I was extremely excited 
about this movie; however it disappointed me 
on every single level. Sam Raimi is the director 
of the original Spider-Man movies that starred 
Tobey Maguire in the titular role, and is a big 
deal in the superhero movie genre, however I 
could not tell this movie was made by him: it 
was extremely bland and symbolised everything 
wrong with superhero movies currently. The 
movie was very grey, and the CGI didn’t look 
complete, so it wasn’t a very nice movie on the 
eyes either. Not only this, but this film is more 
of a sequel to “WandaVision” which I loved 
thoroughly, however, this film throws what 
made that series good out of the window, and 
ruins Wanda’s story. By the end of “WandaVi-
sion”, Wanda felt remorse over her actions, 
however this film forgets that and makes her 
the villain. Even if Marvel did want her to be a 
villain, they could have built her up over time 
to develop her character and give viable reasons 
for her descent into villainy, but instead we get 
a rubbish excuse of a character journey. 

While there are moments in this movie I can 
enjoy, these rare occurrences don’t save the 

movie for me, and anger me even more, as it 
shows how great this movie could have been. I 
don’t see how anyone can get much enjoyment 
from this movie, it didn’t even live up to its title 
“Multiverse Of Madness”, as it isn’t multiver-
sally mad! Considering this movie came after 
the very popular movie “Spider-Man No Way 
home” which delivered on so many levels, this 
film fell flat in almost every way. One of the 
only merits I can give this film, is that the per-
formances from the main actors are decent. All 
these problems that I have with the film, for me 
begs the question as to whether big studios like 
Marvel care about the quality of their films over 
the money they make, and after watching this 
poor excuse to make money, I can safely say 
that I don’t think they do care anymore. While 
there may be standout movies within their 
franchise, you start to notice a very formulaic 
pattern that I am beginning to get sick of, and is 
why movies like “Everything Everywhere All 
At Once” are so refreshing. 

“Everything Everywhere All At Once” is a 
truly unique and well-crafted movie that is like 
no movie I have ever seen before. It is hard to 

describe this film, as it doesn’t have a conven-
tional plot like most films and doesn’t fall into 
any one genre. It follows a woman who is hav-
ing troubles with her husband, father, daughter 
and job when one day she gets caught up in the 
multiverse. I won’t explain anymore of the plot, 
as I am almost incapable of doing so. There are 
sci fi, comedic, abstract, action and many other 
aspects to this film and scenes which are truly 
inspiring and unique, which all blend together 
to form a perfect movie. 

So, if you are thinking about going to the 
cinema, I would strongly dissuade you from 
watching the latest and noticeably gross product 
from Marvel “Doctor Strange In The Multiverse 
Of Madness”, and would highly recommend 
you check out the awesome film “Everything 
Everywhere All At Once” which I am sure will 
go down in history as one of the greatest movies 
of all time. 

I would give “Doctor Strange In The Multiverse 
Of Madness” a measly 3/10 and would without 
a doubt give “Everything Everywhere All At 
Once” a perfect 10/10. 
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A Message to the Future A Jesus Sighting In 
Science! 
Freya Harrison
YEAR 7

MRS Richardson’s 7Y2 class claim to have seen 
Jesus in their Thursday experiment lesson when 
testing the thermite reaction (chemical reaction). 
This term in science, we are learning about 
how you can use reactions to extract metals out 
of a rock. In the lesson, where this now called 
‘miracle sighting’ took place, they were learning 
about how to extract metal by using chemical 
reactions. Miss Richardson was experimenting 

what would happen if she mixed aluminium 
with iron oxide, and then lit the magnesium to 
make it glow. This glow is not like any ordinary 
glow it is blinding and can radiant light at an 
amazing level. This light was in the shape of an 
image of Jesus. This was when the sighting hap-
pened. I have interviewed a couple of the class’s 
pupils to ask them what they meant when they 
said they ‘saw God’. Mollie Savage quoted that, 
‘Jesus is everywhere!’ and Isla Hannant, linking 
on to her friend Mollie, ‘Jesus is in everyone 
and everything! Even in our science practical!’ 
The class was buzzing with happiness and ex-
citement after the practical ended.  Even if they 
did not see Jesus, this was clearly one of the 
best practicals so far, well done Science team, 
keep up the great science lessons.

YEAR 7 tutor groups were invited to take part 
in a ‘postcard from the future’ competition 
linked to their tutor reading of “The Last Bear”. 
Students were tasked with writing a postcard 
to themselves, friends or their family in which 
they reflected on the world that we take care of 
now. We received so many wonderful entries 
that were thoughtful, interesting and called for 
real change on the climate crisis for the future. 
Mrs Beard and I were really torn to award win-
ners and had two categories: the best Illustration 
and, the best written message.
 
The Best Illustration:
1st place: Isabella Cowley (7.8)
2nd place: Charlotte Hope (7.9)

 
The Best Written Message:
1st place: Freya Harrison (7.11)
2nd place: Maggie Payton (7.9)
 
Commendations:
Louise Owens (7.10)
Amelia Day (7.9)
Isbah Akhtar (7.9)
Izzie Faull (7.9)

YEAR 10 student, Alfie Godfrey-Fletcher has 
been given the absolutely fantastic news for 
him and his family that he has been selected to 
represent Great Britain in water-skiing. 
Alfie, who has only been doing the sport for 4 
years, said, “It’s exciting and I feel as though 
it’s a great achievement. I have a few nerves too 
as it is a big responsibility, but nerves are also 
good for performance.”

Alfie’s Dad said, “We are all over the moon.”
He will be representing Great Britain in the 
European Championships which will take place 
be in Ioannina Canal, Greece - the Hellenic 
Waterski Federation and the Pamvotis Waterski 
Club – 2nd to 7th August 2022.

The World Championships will be held in Chili 
in January 2023.

The photograph shows Alfie at a competition 
that was held at Performance Water-skiing 
club in Lincoln on the 1st & 2nd May 2022 in 
which he got a new personal best and won the 
competition.

Alfie Representing Great 
Britain

Abdel Mostafa
YEAR 10

RAMADAN is the ninth month of the Islamic 
calendar, observed by Muslims worldwide as a 
month of fasting (sawm), prayer, reflection and 
community. A commemoration of Muhammad's 
first revelation, the annual observance of Rama-
dan is regarded as one of the Five Pillars of Is-
lam. People usually have misconceptions that is 
the month for us to help the poor and feel how 
the poor feel. While that isn’t entirely wrong, 
it isn’t the main thing that Muslims want to 
achieve out of this holy month. Muslims usually 
use this as a time of reflection upon the years 
before that. We as human beings have sinned 
and done wrong all our lives. For Muslims, that 
is the best time to contemplate over what we 
have done and recognize what we should do for 

the future to make our lives better. If we perfect 
our fasting, then we come out of the month as 
pure and full of light and determination to do 
better for the years to come. It is a time where 
the Shaytan (devil) is locked up for the month, 
so we have nothing to deviate us from the 
straight, right path except for our self-satisfac-
tions. We have to come out of this month more 
aware, strong – spiritually or physically – and 
willing to take the right steps to do what is good 
for Allah first, then for yourself and for the peo-
ple around you. It is a time where we recognize 
that nothing lasts forever, however long we 
think of time and how much we have lived, time 
will end for us at some point, so it is imperative 
because we won’t enter paradise by how long 
we have lived, but by how much we have done 
in our lives that benefits us in this life and the 
afterlife. With all of this, the desire to succeed, 
the urge to reach your potential with the love 
and care of God, these are keys that will unlock 
the door to personal excellence.

Ramadan

Extra Curricular Clubs



NUNNERY SPORT
AUTUMN TERM 2022
Term Starts - 7th September (Year 7 Only)
     - 8th September (rest of school)
Half Term - 24th October - 28th October 
Term Ends - 16th December

SPRING TERM 2022 
Term Starts - 3rd January
Half Term - 20th February - 24th February 
Term Ends - 31st March

SUMMER TERM 2022
Term Starts - 17th April
Half Term - 29th May - 2nd June
Term Ends - 21st July

OTHER DATES
Good Friday - 7th April 2023
Easter - 10th April 2023
May Day - 1st May 2023
Whitsun Bank Holiday - 29th May 2023

INSET DAYS
5th & 6th September 2022
2nd December 2022
24th & 25th July 2023

OPEN EVENING

Term dates - 2022 / 23

School Shop
The Finance Office have a wide range of items 
for sale, including stationery, equipment and 
revision guides. 

The Finance Office is open...
Monday to Thursday:
 8.15am till 3.30pm  
Friday:
 8.30am till 3.15pm 
 
Our current price list is as follows:

Stationery
Pen     10p
Pencil     10p
Ruler 6”     10p
Ruler 12”     15p
Rubber     5p
Protractor    10p
Set Square    10p
Compass    25p
Small Pencil Case   85p
Art Pencil Set   £1
Stationery Set   £2
Art Sketchbook A3   £3
Art Sketchbook A4   £2
Student Planners   £4.50
16GB Memory Stick  £3.30
Calculator   £8.40
Year 11 Tie   £3.20
Water Bottle   £1

Revision guides only available on ParentPay

THE Year 7 boys’ football team are celebrating 
a fantastic win in the recent County Cup semi- 
final against St Bedes with a 2-1 win.  

Mr Kempster said, “The boys were amazing and 
produced their most complete performance this 
season, playing with high intensity and excel-
lent passing interchanges throughout.  In a close 
game against a strong St Bedes side, Nunnery 
took a very early lead, with Charlie Pelster scor-
ing after 30 seconds which set the tone for the 
game as Nunnery continued to play with confi-

dence and create chances.  Liam Mubaiwa made 
it 2-0 with an outrageous shot from 30 yards 
out which put Nunnery in control of the game.  
St Bedes scored with 2 mins to go making it a 
tense ending, however Nunnery, captained by 
Will Franklin were able to hold on and secure a 
place in the County Cup final.”

Goal keeper, Oscar Watson said, “It was great to 
get through to the finals. I felt proud.”
Team Captain, Will Franklin, who also plays 
for Drakesbroughton and Halesowen said, “The 

match went really well and as it progressed, it 
became easier. The second goal was amazing. 
We worked well as a team and I’m looking 
forward to the final against Tudor Grange.”
Congratulations to the boys and we wish them 
luck in the finals.

Team: Oscar Watson, Jack Hedges, Dexter 
Martin, Ryan Mubaiwa, Will Franklin, Liam 
Mubaiwa, Dexter Smith, Charlie Pelster, Tom 
Rebbeck, Alfie Mogg, Henry Robinson and Joel 
Novo.

Year 7 Boys Football

Levi Thrives 
at Discus

Motorcross Champion

YEAR 8 student, Levi Adusei-Hillel won the 
discus event at the prestigious Track and field 
athletics Cup which was held at Bromsgrove 
High School. He threw 24 metres which is a 
great performance!

Levi said, “I was chosen by Mr Russell to do 
discus and I came 1st out of 7 other competi-
tors. I was really amazed as this is my first time 
doing discus!”

KURT Evans, Year 9 has been racing motocross 
from the age of 7 competing in many big events 
such as The Arena Cross, which saw Kurt (aged 
10) race in 6 of the UK’s biggest arenas finish-
ing at Wembley in front of a crowd over 10,000.

More recently, Kurt has raced in both national 
and international championships,which has 
taken a tremendous amount of commitment 
both on and off the bike. 

Kurt trains at least 1 night a week during term 
time and every weekend except for race days. 
Over the school holidays, he trains every day 
if possible and during the winter months he 
travels to Spain due to the better climate and 
track conditions.

Kurt is currently competing in 2 British cham-
pionships where he is leading 1 and in a very 
close 2nd in the other, both championships have 
15 rounds and will conclude in September.  Af-
ter which Kurt will be racing at Weston Beach 
race along with a few races in Belgium and the 
Netherlands.

Kurt has recently been approached by a team 
and offered full sponsorship, which is a huge 
opportunity for him and one which is fully 

deserved.  Kurt now races under the banner of 
the VMX team and is enjoying all the perks and 
recognition from being part of a team.
Kurt said, “I got into Motocross as my Dad used 
to do the sport. I really enjoy competing and I 
hope to pursue this as a career in the future.”

Students enjoy a wide range of sports in their PE lessons and sports clubs.


